
Response to matters raised by LegCo Members at
Constitutional Affairs Panel Meeting on 17 March 2003

The Administration’s response to the matters raised by
Members at the meeting of the Constitutional Affairs Panel held on 17
March 2003 is set out below.

(a) Written Reports submitted by FS to CE

2. The Chief Executive (CE) has agreed to make public the two
written reports submitted by the Financial Secretary (FS) on 10 and 13
March respectively.  However, as the Secretary for Constitutional
Affairs explained at the Panel meeting on 17 March, the two Budget
Strategy Group (BSG) papers attached to the report of 10 March contain
highly sensitive information and will not be disclosed.

3. Apart from considering the two written reports, before coming
to his conclusion, CE also took into account the information in the
chronology of events submitted to Members by FS at the Panel meeting
on 17 March.  Furthermore, CE had sought legal advice from the
Department of Justice.

4. Copies of the two written reports, without the BSG papers, are
at Annex A.

(b) Declaration of Interest made in ExCo
(c) ExCo Meetings on 5 and 11 March

5. On 18 March, we issued one press statement and the
government spokesman issued a reply in response to media enquiries
regarding the declaration of interest in the Executive Council (ExCo)
relating to the increase of First Registration Tax for private cars.
Copies of the two documents are at Annex B.  These documents were
put to the Legislative Council Secretariat on 18 and 19 March.  We
have nothing to add regarding the ExCo meetings on 5 and 11 March.
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(d) Appointment of Independent Investigation Committee
(e) Referral to Department of Justice
(f) CE’s Conclusion on the Incident

6. Before reaching his conclusion, CE had taken legal advice and
considered the relevant information and the circumstances of the case in
full.  The conclusion was set out in his letter of 15 March to FS.  In
light of public concern, CE decided to make public the letter.  CE has
given careful consideration to the request for the appointment of an
independent committee to inquire into the matter, but has decided, in all
the circumstances, not to appoint either a statutory or non-statutory
committee.

Chief Executive’s Office
21 March 2003















 

 

財政司司長答問全文 

＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊＊  

  以㆘為財政司司長梁錦松今日（㆔月九日）與新聞界的答問
全文（只有㆗文）：  

財政司司長：我想談談我買車的事，我是在年初買了㆒部車，是
凌志ＬＳ４３０型號，㆓○○㆓年的款式，向總代理購買，並在
㆒月㆓十㆔日登記及使用。我買車是因為有實際的需要，為了接
載嬰兒及家㆟出入之用。我相信大家都會明白作為準家長是會在
嬰兒出生前準備㆒切。我想指出在㆓月時我們才作出決定調整汽
車首次登記稅。根據代理提供的價錢，我買的汽車型號在㆓○○
㆔年的型號款式在稅制調整後的價錢比之前的價錢相差了五萬
元。事後看來我當時是應該避嫌，不應在稅項可能調整之前買
車，但我的確有這實際需要，買車完全不是為了避稅，為了表白
此點，我將會把稅制調整後的車價差額的兩倍，即十萬元，捐給
㆒個慈善機構。  

記者：．．．．  

財政司司長：這亦不是，我想這是証明我的誠意。  

記者：會不會覺得自己在政治方面不敏感？  

財政司司長：事後看來我當時是應該要避嫌，不要在當時買車，
不過正如我所說，當然是想在嬰兒出生前準備㆒切，加㆖近排要
應付財政預算沒有時間應付這些問題。  

記者：．．．．  

財政司司長：事後看來我當時是應該要避嫌，暫不買那車。  

完  

㆓○○㆔年㆔月九日（星期日）  
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CE's Office Statement
****************** 

The spokesman for the Chief Executive's Office issued
the following statement today (March 18):

"The Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food declared at
the Executive Council meeting on March 5 that he had
ordered a private car. At the time the car had not yet
been registered.

"At the Executive Council meeting on March 11, no
Members proposed that the minutes of the meeting on
March 5 be amended. However, a Member raised the
question as to whether it was necessary for the Secretary
for Health, Welfare and Food to declare his order of a
private car. After discussions, the Chief Executive
agreed that as the car had not yet been registered, it was
appropriate for him to declare."

End/Tuesday, March 18, 2003
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Annex B



Government explains Exco Members' declaration of interest
*************************************************

In response to media enquiries about Executive Council
Members' declaration of interest, a Government spokesman
said tonight (March 18) that the Chief Executive, Mr Tung
Chee Hwa, had already concluded that it was grossly
negligent of the Financial Secretary, Mr Antony Leung, not
to have declared according to the Code for Principal
Officials under the Accountability System.

"Apart from the Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food, Dr
E K Yeoh, no other Members declared at the Executive
Council meeting on March 5 as the new cars bought by other
Members had already been registered. The Executive
Council's decision would not have any effect on them," the
spokesman said.

End/Tuesday, March 18, 2003

NNNN


	Constitutional Affairs Panel Meeting on 17 March 2003

