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Paper No. CB(2)736/02-03(01)
For information

Legislative Council Panel on Health Services
Registration of chiropractors

INTRODUCTION

This paper informs Members of the progress of registration of
chiropractors.

REGISTRATION PROGRESS

2. With the commencement of the relevant provisions of the
Chiropractors Registration Ordinance (Cap. 428) (the Ordinance), the
Chiropractors Registration (Fees) Regulation (Cap. 428 sub. leg.) and the
Chiropractors (Registration and Disciplinary Procedure) Rules (Cap. 428 sub.
leg.) on 1 September 2001, the Chiropractors Council (the Council) began to
invite applications for registration from practising chiropractors.  At present,
there are about 60 chiropractors practising in Hong Kong.  As at the end of
November 2002, the Council has received a total of 66 applications from both
local and overseas chiropractors, of which 62 have been approved by the
Council and one withdrawn by the applicant.  The Council will decide on the
remaining three applications shortly.

COMMENCEMENT OF THE ORDINANCE

3. At present, section 24(h) and (i) of the Ordinance, which relates to
the offences of practising chiropractic without being registered and practising
chiropractic without a valid practising certificate, have not yet been brought
into operation.

4. As the registration exercise is near completion, it is now desirable
to commence the remaining provisions of the Ordinance that are not yet in
operation to restrict the practice of chiropractic to registered chiropractors
holding valid practising certificates for the purpose of protecting public health.
The Chiropractors Registration Ordinance (Cap. 428) (Commencement) Notice
2002, to be tabled at the Legislative Council on 11 December 2002, specifies
13 February 2003 as the commencement date for the remaining provisions of
the Ordinance that are not yet in operation.  Thereafter, if a person not being a
registered chiropractor or not possessing a valid practising certificate practises
chiropractic, he commits an offence under section 24(h) or (i) of the Ordinance.
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5. Members are invited to note the contents of this paper.

*********

Health, Welfare and Food Bureau
December 2002


























































