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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BRIEF

Legislative Council Ordinance (Chapter 542)
District Councils Ordinance (Chapter 547)

Chief Executive Election Ordinance (Chapter 569)

REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS (APPEALS) 
(AMENDMENT) REGULATION 2003

ELECTION COMMITTEE (REGISTRATION) (VOTERS FOR
SUBSECTORS) (MEMBERS OF ELECTION COMMITTEE)

(APPEALS) (AMENDMENT) REGULATION 2003

INTRODUCTION

At the meeting of the Executive Council on 28 January 2003,
the Council ADVISED and the Chief Executive ORDERED that –

(a) the Registration of Electors (Appeals) (Amendment)
Regulation 2003, at Annex A , should be made under
section 82 of the Legislative Council Ordinance and
section 81 of the District Councils Ordinance; and

(b) the Election Committee (Registration) (Voters for
Subsectors) (Members of Election Committee) (Appeals)
(Amendment) Regulation 2003, at Annex B, should be
made under section 46 of the Chief Executive Election
Ordinance.

JUSTIFICATIONS

Changes to Publication Dates of Electoral Registers

2. The Electoral Provisions (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Ordinance 2002 which seeks to, amongst other things, revise the
publication dates of registers for electors of geographical constituencies
(GCs) and functional constituencies (FCs) as well as voters of Election
Committee (EC) subsectors, has been enacted.  Specifically, the
Ordinance provides that the annual publication of provisional registers
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(PRs) and final registers (FRs) be changed from April and May to August
and September in District Council (DC) election years, and to June and
July in other years.

Regulations on Handling Appeals

3. The relevant electoral laws provide that persons dissatisfied
with an entry/omission in the electoral registers may submit appeal
notices to the Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) and such cases would
be heard by the Revising Officer (RO).  The appeal handling procedures
in respect of GC and FC registers are prescribed in the Registration of
Electors (Appeals) Regulation (Cap. 542 sub.leg.), while those for the EC
subsector registers and EC registers are set out in the Election Committee
(Registration) (Voters for Subsectors) (Members of Election Committee)
(Appeals) Regulation (Cap. 569 sub.leg.).

4. These two Regulations provide for appeal handling
procedures in respect of the following types of appeal:

(a) a person may make an objection to the registration of an
elector, voter or authorized representative (AR) if he
considers that the relevant person is not eligible to be so
registered;

(b) a person may make a claim that he is entitled to be registered
as an elector, voter or AR if he has made an application for
registration and has been determined by the ERO to be not
eligible to be registered, or he is a person whose name is
included in an omissions list; and 

(c) a corporate elector or voter may make an appeal against the
decision of the ERO of not registering as an AR a person
appointed by it as a replacement or substitute.

5. Specifically, the Regulations set out the dates for the RO to
conduct hearings for objections, claims and appeals, notify the ERO of
his rulings, and review his own rulings etc.  These dates are currently
provided for on the basis that the PRs and FRs are published in April and
May respectively.  With the revision of the publication dates of the
electoral registers, we need to amend the Regulations correspondingly to
provide for a new set of dates relating to the appeal handling procedures.
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6. Our specific proposals on the revised timetable in relation to
the handling of objections, claims and appeals in respect of GC, FC and
EC subsector registers are as follows –

Existing dates

Proposed
dates for

DC election years
Proposed dates for

other years
(a) Deadline for

publication of PR
15 April 15 August 15 June

(b) Deadline for
lodging objections
and claims with
ERO 

29 April 29 August 29 June

(c) Deadline for ERO
to deliver notices
of objection,
claim and appeal1

to RO

2 May 2 September 2 July

(d) (i) Period for RO
to conduct
hearings for
objections and
claims and
make rulings

15 April – 
11 May

15 August – 
11 September

15 June – 
11 July

(ii) Period for RO
to conduct
hearings for
appeals1 and
make rulings

A period 
of 27 days
ending 
on the
following
11 May 

A period of 28
days ending on
11 September 
in the same
year2 /A period
of 27 days
ending on 11
July in the
following year3

A period of 27 days
ending on 11 July in
the same year4 /
A period of 27 days
ending on 11 July in
the following year5

/ A period of 28
days ending on 11
September in the
following year6

                                                

1   These appeals refer to those received less than 8 days before the relevant polling date by the
Revising Officer.

2   In cases where the appeal notice is received on or before 8 September by the Revising Officer.
3   In cases where the appeal notice is received after 8 September by the Revising Officer.
4   In cases where the appeal notice is received on or before 8 July by the Revising Officer.
5   In cases where the appeal notice is received after 8 July by the Revising Officer and the following

year is not a DC election year.
6   In cases where the appeal notice is received after 8 July by the Revising Officer and the following

year is a DC election year.
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(e) Deadline for RO to
notify ERO of
rulings referred to 
in (d)

17 May 17 September 17 July

(f) Deadline for
publication of FR

25 May 25 September 25 July

7. We will give effect to the above proposals by means of two
amendment Regulations, the provisions of which are explained in the
following paragraphs.

THE REGULATIONS

Registration of Electors (Appeals) (Amendment) Regulation 2003

8. This amendment Regulation revises the existing Regulation
which deals with objections, claims and appeals in relation to the
registration of GC and FC electors.  Section 3 of the amendment
Regulation provides that the period for the RO to hear cases of objections
and claims will be changed to between 15 August and 11 September in a
DC election year, and between 15 June and 11 July in any other year.  It
also provides for the period for hearing of appeals to be changed to 28
days ending on 11 September in a DC election year or 27 days ending on
11 July in any other year, as the case may be.  Section 5 provides that
the deadline for the RO to notify the ERO of his rulings in respect of
objections, claims and appeals should not be later than 17 September in a
DC election year, and 17 July in any other year, so as to enable the
rulings to be reflected in the relevant final register.  Section 7 seeks to
amend the period during which the RO may review his own rulings in
order to tie in with the revised hearing period.  A copy of the existing
Regulation is at Annex C for Members’ easy reference.

Election Committee (Registration) (Voters for Subsectors) (Members
of Election Committee) (Appeals) (Amendment) Regulation 2003

9. This amendment Regulation provides for amendments to the
appeal handling procedures relating to the registration of EC subsector
voters.  Section 3 of the amendment Regulation provides for the hearing
period for appeals to be changed to 28 days ending on 11 September in a
DC election year or 27 days ending on 11 July in any other year, as the
case may be.  It also provides that the period for RO to conduct hearings
for objections and claims should be between 15 August and 11 September

C
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in a DC election year, and between 15 June and 11 July in any other year.
Section 5 further provides that the RO should notify the ERO of his
rulings in respect of objections, claims and appeals no later than 17
September in a DC election year, and 17 July in any other year.  Section
7 amends the period during which the RO may review his own rulings.
A copy of the existing Regulation is at Annex D for Members’ easy
reference.

LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE

10. The amendment Regulations will be published in the Gazette
on 7 February 2003 and tabled at the Legislative Council on 12 February
2003.

IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL

11. The amendment Regulations are in conformity with the
Basic Law, including the provisions concerning human rights.  They will
not affect the current binding effect of the relevant Ordinances and
existing Regulations.  The amendment Regulations have no additional
financial and staffing implications.  They have no economic, civil
service, productivity, environmental or sustainability implications. 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

12. There is no need for public consultation given the technical
nature of the amendment Regulations.

PUBLICITY

13. A press release will be issued to announce the publication of
the amendment Regulations in the Gazette.  A spokesman will be made
available to answer media and public enquiries.

D
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ENQUIRY

14. Any enquiries on the brief should be addressed to
Ms Eva Yam, Principal Assistant Secretary (Constitutional Affairs) 4, on
2810 2908.

Constitutional Affairs Bureau
7 February 2003
File Ref.: CAB C1/30/5/1 & C5/7/1

MC0075



REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS (APPEALS)
(AMENDMENT) REGULATION 2003

(Made by the Chief Executive in Council under section 82
 of the Legislative Council Ordinance (Cap. 542) and

section 81 of the District Councils Ordinance
(Cap. 547))

1. Commencement

This Regulation shall come into operation on 4 April

2003.

2. Interpretation

Section 1 of the Registration of Electors (Appeals)

Regulation (Cap. 542 sub. leg.) is amended -

(a) in the definition of "functional

constituencies register", by repealing

everything after "means" and substituting –

"-

(a) a provisional register of

functional constituencies

required to be compiled under

section 32(1)(a)(ii) or

(1A)(a)(ii) of the

Legislative Council

Ordinance (Cap. 542); or

(b) a final register of functional

constituencies required to be

compiled under

section 32(1)(b)(ii) or

(1A)(b)(ii) of the
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Legislative Council

Ordinance (Cap. 542);";

(b) in the definition of "geographical

constituencies register", by repealing

everything after "means" and substituting –

"-

(a) a provisional register of

geographical constituencies

required to be compiled under

section 32(1)(a)(i) or

(1A)(a)(i) of the Legislative

Council Ordinance (Cap. 542);

or

(b) a final register of

geographical constituencies

required to be compiled under

section 32(1)(b)(i) or

(1A)(b)(i) of the Legislative

Council Ordinance (Cap.

542);";

(c) by adding –

""District Council election year" (區議

會選舉年) means a year in which an

ordinary election is to be held;".

3. Fixing of hearing and notifying the
appellant thereof

Section 2 is amended –

(a) in subsection (1)(b), by adding "registered"
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before "post";

(b) in subsection (3), by repealing everything

after "Officer –" and substituting -

"(a) during the period

beginning on 3 May 2002

and ending on 2 September

2003, the date fixed

under subsection (1)(a)

as regards that notice

shall be a date between

15 August 2003 and 11

September 2003 (both

dates inclusive);

(b) during the period

beginning on 3 September

in any year subsequent to

2002, if that subsequent

year is a District

Council election year,

and ending on 2 July in

the year following that

subsequent year, the

date fixed under

subsection (1)(a) as

regards that notice

shall be a date between

15 June and 11 July (both

dates inclusive) in that

following year; or
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(c) during the period

beginning on 3 July in

any year subsequent to

2002, if that subsequent

year is not a District

Council election year,

and –

(i) ending on 2

September in

the year

following

that

subsequent

year, if that

following

year is a

District

Council

election year,

the date

fixed under

subsection

(1)(a) as

regards that

notice shall

be a date

between 15

August and 11

September
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(both dates

inclusive) in

that

following

year; or

(ii) ending on 2

July in the

year

following

that

subsequent

year, if that

following

year is not a

District

Council

election year,

the date

fixed under

subsection

(1)(a) as

regards that

notice shall

be a date

between 15

June and 11

July (both

dates

inclusive) in
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that

following

year,

which date so fixed in accordance with

paragraph (a), (b) or (c)(i) or (ii), as

the case may be, shall not be earlier than

the third day after the day on which the

copy of the notice is so received.";

(c) in subsection (4)(b), by repealing everything

after "that notice" and substituting –

"shall be –

(i) where the copy of the notice

is so received on or before 8

September in a District

Council election year, a date

within a period of 28 days

ending on 11 September in that

year;

(ii) where the copy of the notice

is so received after 8

September in a District

Council election year, a date

within a period of 27 days

ending on 11 July in the next

following year;

(iii) where the copy of the notice

is so received on or before 8

July in any year which is not

a District Council election
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year, a date within a period

of 27 days ending on 11 July

in that year; or

(iv) where the copy of the notice

is so received after 8 July in

any year which is not a

District Council election

year –

(A) a date within a period of

28 days ending on 11

September in the next

following year, if that

following year is a

District Council

election year; or

(B) a date within a period of

27 days ending on 11 July

in the next following

year, if that following

year is not a District

Council election

year.".

4. Appellant to be notified of
ruling

Section 3 is amended by adding "registered" before

"post".



Page 8

5. Electoral Registration Officer
to be notified of rulings

Section 4 is amended –

(a) by repealing everything after "concluded -"

and before paragraph (c) and substituting –

"(a) during the period beginning on 15

August in a District Council

election year and ending on 11

September in that year, notify the

Electoral Registration Officer, on

or before 17 September in that year;

(b) during the period beginning on

15 June in any year which is not a

District Council election year and

ending on 11 July in that year,

notify the Electoral Registration

Officer, on or before 17 July in

that year;";

(b) in paragraph (c), by repealing "and" at the

end;

(c) by repealing paragraph (d) and substituting –

"(d) during the period of 27 days as

referred to in section 2(4)(b)(ii),

(iii) or (iv)(B), as the case may

be, notify the Electoral

Registration Officer not later than

17 July in the same year; or

(e) during the period of 28 days as
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referred to in section 2(4)(b)(i)

or (iv)(A), as the case may be,

notify the Electoral Registration

Officer not later than 17 September

in the same year,".

6. Determination of matters and powers
of adjournment, etc.

Section 5 is amended by repealing "6(2)(b), (c) or (d)"

and substituting "6(2)(a), (b), (c), (d)(i), (ii) or (iii)

or (e)(i) or (ii)".

7. Review of rulings by Revising Officer

Section 6(2) is amended –

(a) by repealing everything after "made -" and

before paragraph (c) and substituting –

"(a) during the period beginning on

15 August in a District Council

election year and ending on

11 September in that year may only

be reviewed during that period;

(b) during the period beginning on

15 June in any year which is not a

District Council election year and

ending on 11 July in that year may

only be reviewed during that

period;";

(b) by repealing paragraph (d) and substituting –

"(d) during the period of 27 days as

referred to in –
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(i) section 2(4)(b)(ii) may

only be reviewed during

that period;

(ii) section 2(4)(b)(iii)

may only be reviewed

during that period; or

(iii) section 2(4)(b)(iv)(B)

may only be reviewed

during that period; or

(e) during the period of 28 days as

referred to in -

(i) section 2(4)(b)(i) may

only be reviewed during

that period; or

(ii) section 2(4)(b)(iv)(A)

may only be reviewed

during that period.".

Clerk to the Executive Council

COUNCIL CHAMBER

2003

Explanatory Note

This Regulation amends the Registration of Electors

(Appeals) Regulation (Cap. 542 sub. leg.) –
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(a) to revise the dates in relation to –

(i) the hearings of appeals against the

decisions of the Electoral

Registration Officer not to

register persons as authorized

representatives of corporate

electors, and claims or objections

as regards entries or registration

in a functional constituencies

register or a geographical

constituencies register;

(ii) the notification of the rulings on

those appeals, claims and

objections to be given to the

Electoral Registration Officer;

and

(iii) the review of those rulings,

following the adjustment of the cycle for the

compilation of those registers as effected by

the Electoral Provisions (Miscellaneous

Amendments) Ordinance 2002 (33 of 2002); and

(b) to make other consequential and related

amendments.



ELECTION COMMITTEE (REGISTRATION) (VOTERS
FOR SUBSECTORS) (MEMBERS OF ELECTION
COMMITTEE) (APPEALS) (AMENDMENT)

REGULATION 2003

(Made by the Chief Executive in Council under
section 46 of the Chief Executive
Election Ordinance (Cap. 569))

1. Commencement

This Regulation shall come into operation on 4 April

2003.

2. Interpretation

Section 2 of the Election Committee (Registration)

(Voters for Subsectors) (Members of Election Committee)

(Appeals) Regulation (Cap. 569 sub. leg.) is amended by

adding –

""District Council election year" (區議會選舉年) means a

year in which elections to elect persons to fill

the vacancies caused by the expiration of the term

of office of the elected members of District

Councils are to be held;".

3. Fixing of hearing and notifying
appellant thereof

Section 3 is amended –

(a) in subsection (1)(b), by adding "registered"

before "post";

(b) in subsection (3)(b), by repealing everything

after "that notice" and substituting –

"shall be –
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(i) where the copy of the notice

is so received on or before 8

September in a District

Council election year, a date

within a period of 28 days

ending on 11 September in that

year;

(ii) where the copy of the notice

is so received after 8

September in a District

Council election year, a date

within a period of 27 days

ending on 11 July in the next

following year;

(iii) where the copy of the notice

is so received on or before 8

July in any year which is not

a District Council election

year, a date within a period

of 27 days ending on 11 July

in that year; or

(iv) where the copy of the notice

is so received after 8 July in

any year which is not a

District Council election

year –

(A) a date within a period of

28 days ending on 11

September in the next



Page 3

following year, if that

following year is a

District Council

election year; or

(B) a date within a period of

27 days ending on 11 July

in the next following

year, if that following

year is not a District

Council election

year.";

(c) in subsection (4), by repealing everything

after "Officer –" and substituting -

"(a) during the period

beginning on 3 May 2002

and ending on 2

September 2003, the date

fixed under subsection

(1)(a) as regards that

notice shall be a date

between 15 August 2003

and 11 September 2003

(both dates inclusive);

(b) during the period

beginning on 3 September

in any year subsequent

to 2002, if that

subsequent year is a

District Council
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election year, and

ending on 2 July in the

year following that

subsequent year, the

date fixed under

subsection (1)(a) as

regards that notice

shall be a date between

15 June and 11 July

(both dates inclusive)

in that following year;

or

(c) during the period

beginning on 3 July in

any year subsequent to

2002, if that subsequent

year is not a District

Council election year,

and –

(i) ending on 2

September in

the year

following

that

subsequent

year, if that

following

year is a

District
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Council

election year,

the date

fixed under

subsection

(1)(a) as

regards that

notice shall

be a date

between 15

August and 11

September

(both dates

inclusive) in

that

following

year; or

(ii) ending on 2

July in the

year

following

that

subsequent

year, if that

following

year is not a

District

Council

election year,
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the date

fixed under

subsection

(1)(a) as

regards that

notice shall

be a date

between 15

June and 11

July (both

dates

inclusive) in

that

following

year,

which date so fixed in accordance with

paragraph (a), (b) or (c)(i) or (ii), as

the case may be, shall not be earlier than

the third day after the day on which the

copy of the notice is so received.".

4. Appellant to be notified of
ruling

Section 4 is amended by adding "registered" before

"post".

5. Electoral Registration Officer
to be notified of rulings

Section 5 is amended –

(a) by adding before paragraph (a) –



Page 7

"(aa) during the period beginning on

15 August in a District Council

election year and ending on

11 September in that year, notify

the Electoral Registration Officer

on or before 17 September in that

year;

(ab) during the period beginning on

15 June in any year which is not a

District Council election year and

ending on 11 July in that year,

notify the Electoral Registration

Officer on or before 17 July in that

year;";

(b) by repealing paragraphs (b) to (e) and

substituting –

"(b) during the period of 27 days as

referred to in section 3(3)(b)(ii),

(iii) or (iv)(B), as the case may

be, notify the Electoral

Registration Officer not later

than 17 July in the same year;

(c) during the period of 28 days as

referred to in section 3(3)(b)(i)

or (iv)(A), as the case may be,

notify the Electoral Registration

Officer not later than 17 September

in the same year; or".
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6. Determination of matters and powers
of adjournment, etc.

Section 6 is amended by repealing "7(2)(a), (b), (c),

(d), (e)" and substituting "7(2)(aa), (ab), (a), (b)(i), (ii)

or (iii), (c)(i) or (ii)".

7. Review of rulings by Revising Officer

Section 7(2) is amended –

(a) by adding before paragraph (a) –

"(aa) during the period beginning on

15 August in a District Council

election year and ending on

11 September in that year may only

be reviewed during that period;

(ab) during the period beginning on

15 June in any year which is not

a District Council election year

and ending on 11 July in that year

may only be reviewed during that

period;";

(b) by repealing paragraphs (b) to (e) and

substituting –

"(b) during the period of 27 days as

referred to in –

(i) section 3(3)(b)(ii) may

only be reviewed during

that period;

(ii) section 3(3)(b)(iii)

may only be reviewed

during that period; or
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(iii) section 3(3)(b)(iv)(B)

may only be reviewed

during that period;

(c) during the period of 28 days as

referred to in –

(i) section 3(3)(b)(i) may

only be reviewed during

that period; or

(ii) section 3(3)(b)(iv)(A)

may only be reviewed

during that period; or".

Clerk to the Executive Council

COUNCIL CHAMBER

2003

Explanatory Note

This Regulation amends the Election Committee

(Registration) (Voters for Subsectors) (Members of Election

Committee) (Appeals) Regulation (Cap. 569 sub. leg.) –

(a) to revise the dates in relation to –

(i) the hearings of appeals against the

decisions of the Electoral

Registration Officer not to
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register persons as authorized

representatives of corporate

voters, and claims or objections as

regards entries or registration in

a subsector register;

(ii) the notification of the rulings on

those appeals, claims and

objections to be given to the

Electoral Registration Officer;

and

(iii) the review of those rulings,

following the adjustment of the cycle for the

compilation of subsector registers as

effected by the Electoral Provisions

(Miscellaneous Amendments) Ordinance 2002

(33 of 2002); and

(b) to make other consequential and related

amendments.




























