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TABLING OF PAPERS

A ERE CHEERAN) B 21 Q) RIYKRE R :
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:
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Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.

Shipping and Port Control (Ferry Terminals) (Amendment)
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Boundaries of Ferry Terminals (Repeal) Order ........... 58/2004

Boundaries of Restricted Areas of Ferry Terminals
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Immigration (Places of Detention) (Amendment) Order

2004 ... 60/2004
Immigration Service (Designated Places) (Amendment)
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Chemical Weapons (Convention) Ordinance (26 of 2003)
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Other Papers
No. 78 — Traffic Accident Victims Assistance Fund
Annual Report for the year
from 1 April 2002 to 31 March 2003
No.79 — Summary and Revenue Analysis by Head,
General Revenue Account,
Estimates for the year ending 31 March 2005
No. 80 — Annual Report 2003

Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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Breakdown of Employment Statistics
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Drainage Repair

3. MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, will the Government inform
this Council:

(a)  of the percentage of compliance with the statutory orders concerning
defective drainage repair/investigation which were issued in the last
three years to owners of private buildings which do not have owners'
corporations (OCs);

(b)  of the measures taken by the Buildings Department (BD) to ensure
compliance with statutory orders issued last year to owners of such
private buildings;

(c)  whether it has considered creating a specialist contractor list for
plumbing and drainage works, and

(d)  whether, for ease of control and administration, it has considered
classifying these works into one works category, and delegating the
responsibility of monitoring them to one government department?
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SECRETARY FOR HOUSING, PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam
President, my response to the four parts of the question is as follows:

(a)

(b)

The number of statutory orders concerning defective drainage
repair/investigation issued in the last three years to owners of
private buildings without OCs and the corresponding percentage of
compliance are given below:

Number of statutory orders Percentage of
Year |concerning defective drainage compliance
repair/investigation (as at end March 2004)
2001 40 40 %
2002 140 50%
2003 1 300 30%

The significant increase in the number of statutory orders issued in
2003 was due to stepped up inspection of drainage pipes under Team
Clean initiatives.

The BD has adopted various measures to ensure owners' compliance
with the statutory orders. A list of the buildings served with such
orders but without OCs has been given to the Home Affairs
Department which would render assistance to the owners concerned,
including assistance in co-ordinating the repair works where
necessary. Upon request, BD staff would hold meetings with
individual owners or groups of owners with a view to resolving their
problems in carrying out the orders, including assisting them to
apply for financial assistance under the Building Safety Loan
Scheme.

BD staff would also conduct checking to see whether the works
required in the orders have been complied with. Where there has
been no progress in rectifying drainage defects, the BD would issue
reminders to the owners concerned. Should the building owners
subsequently fail to comply with the orders, the BD would engage
government contractor to carry out the repair works and recover the
cost from the owners afterwards.
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(¢) and (d)

A water supply plumbing system comprises water pipes and fittings
which serve to supply water for potable and fire service purposes in
a building. A drainage system comprises above-ground piping,
underground drains and channels for the disposal of all foul water
and surface water from a building. The installation of the two
types of system involves two different kinds of works subject to
different functional requirements, design standards and construction
specifications warranting different expertise and knowledge in
design, construction, supervision and control. It would therefore
not be appropriate to group the water supply plumbing works
(plumbing works) and drainage works into one works category.

Plumbing works are controlled under the Waterworks Ordinance
(WO), and licensed plumbers are licensed under the WO to carry
out such works. To be eligible to become a licensed plumber, the
applicant should possess the requisite knowledge in plumbing and
pipefitting. On the other hand, drainage works are a kind of
building works controlled under the Buildings Ordinance (BO).
Registered General Building Contractors (RGBCs) are registered
under the BO to carry out building works, including drainage works,
according to the building plans prepared by Authorized Persons and
approved by the Building Authority. To be eligible for registration
as an RGBC, the applicant is required to have a thorough knowledge
of building works, including drainage works, and the ability to
supervise and manage the carrying out of the building works.

Given that plumbing and drainage works are two different kinds of
works, and that licensed plumbers and RGBCs are registered under
two different registration systems, it would not be appropriate to
create a specialist contractor category to carry out these works.

At present, the Water Supplies Department is responsible for
monitoring plumbing works under the WO whilst the BD is
responsible for monitoring drainage works as part of building works
under the BO. The practice of having plumbing and drainage
works controlled under two separate regimes has been working
effectively. We consider there is no need to put the responsibility
for monitoring plumbing and drainage works under one single
government department.



LEE — 2004 F 48 28 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 28 April 2004 15

7 i R 75 B 3
Local Domestic Helpers
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Government's Outsourced Services
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Annex
£ 2001-02 FEHLH W R A K EIER 0 T ARIIRE & %
Service Contracts Involving Engagement of Large Number
of Non-skilled Workers Awarded in 2001-02
S} Y H A 7 E # Y
) TR S fﬁ#ﬂfb%@afgﬁ KT L F I
&7 , W9 I & LR
Department No. of service Contractor's proposed| Contractor's proposed
contracts _
monthly wage® allowable daily
maximum working hours
MEEREHE 4 - -
Agriculture, Fisheries and 1 $4.500 10
Conservation Department
BYEGEMLEE 21 - -
Food and Environmental 2 $4,160-$4,500 10
Hygiene Department 6 $4,501-$5,000 8-10
10 $5,001-$5,500 8-10
19 $5,501-$6,000 8-10
1 $7,300 8
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TR HETA
GHRRHET | 55N T T W
7 A \/‘
a5 RESHBE| " 4 o 1 0 IR

No. of service

Water Supplies Department

Department Contractor's proposed| Contractor's proposed
contracts _
monthly wage® allowable daily
maximum working hours

BIFERE 1 $6,350 8
Government Property Agency $5,500 8
BEE 13 - -
Housing Department 1 $2,400-$5,100 8-9

2 $3,000-$5,100 8-9

1 $3,300-$4,300 8

3 $3,300-$5,100 8-9

3 $4,258.8-$4,500 8

8 $5,001-$5,500 8

24 $6,501-$7,000 12

1 $7,580 12
YR LEBE 36" - -
Leisure and Cultural 6 $4,000-$4,500 8-11
Services Department 9 $4,501-$5,000 8-11

5 $5,001-$5,500 8-11

2 $5,501-$6,000 8

1 $6,800 8
g 2 i 1 - -
Marine Department 1 $4,200 7.5
it & i ] & 1 $8,165 8.5
Social Welfare Department
K #E 1 $4,467 12

# 0 EAIEAE 2001 5 5 H 26 B ( BDA AR 22§ B1UE ZH 3% A 51 70 1) 51 98
MERRKEIESE M T AGHINEY ) siEETHEE - BRAEREEX
HREESFEHIMRE  FTAREBH LEAFRLERFRNER -

# Contract(s) were invited before 26 May 2001 (the date of promulgation of the new

arrangement requiring the use of marking scheme for evaluating contracts that rely

heavily on employment of non-skilled workers).

As there was no requirement for

information in respect of wages and working hours in the tender documents concerned,

such information is not available.
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BHIERHESRIIE 8 /MG HIIE 26 X

A (CE BRI

The monthly wage is calculated on the basis of eight working hours per day and 26

working days per month (if the daily working hours exceed eight hours, the wage will be

@
%R 8 /NEE - B LERL LB AN ) -
@
increased on a pro-rata basis).
A
A

these contracts.

BRNERAIHINAI R ERNEH T8 kEFR TR -

Contractors are not required to propose the monthly wage and the daily working hours in

£ 2002-03 4F Bt H W RZH IS R & IR Boilr T A BY IR %5 & %9
Service Contracts Involving Engagement of Large Number
of Non-skilled Workers Awarded in 2002-03

S F 2K 2 A e 6
) TR S iﬁiﬂfbﬁﬁa@fgﬁ BEX o 7 L IFIF#
w7 , HIEFH T & LR
Department No. of service Contractor's proposed| Contractor's proposed
contracts )
monthly wage® allowable daily
maximum working hours
MEEREHE 1 $7,020 8
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department
BFE 1 $5,500 8.5
Buildings Department
1H I 2 1 $5,138 8
Fire Services Department 1 $5,620 8
RYIBREELEE 1 $4,472 8
Food and Environmental 12 $4,501-$5,000 8-10
Hygiene Department 54 $5,001-%5,500 8-10
3 $5,501-$6,000 8-9
1 $6,500 10
1 $7,000
1 $8,028
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SfH 2 7 2 e T
) %%éﬁ%?ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ EX T L FFZ
7 F7 , HIFH L& IR
Department No. of service Contractor's proposed| Contractor's proposed
contracts
monthly wage® allowable daily
maximum working hours
Z0=% 1 $3,300-$4,500 7-9
Housing Department 1 $3,400-$3,900 8
1 $3,500-$4,000 7-8
1 $4,000 7-9
1 $4,012-$4,200 7-9
2° $3,500-$4,000 -
4 $4,001-$4,500 -
3 $4,501-$5,000 -
2" $5,001-$5,500 -
1" $5,600 -
68 $5,150-$5,500 8
4 $5,501-$5,577 8
it B E 3 $4,908.8 8
Lands Department 1 $5,200 8
EEE S 4 $3,494-$4,000 8-12
Leisure and Cultural 2 $4,001-$4,500 11-12
Services Department 8 $4,501-$5,000 8-10
7 $5,001-8$5,325 8-11
it & i Al 2 $5,500-$5,700 7-8
Social Welfare Department 2 $6,300-$6,406 9-10

@

HHIERZB RIS /NEMEHIIE 26 K

Zhh 8 /NI Bl TER LB ).

AE (EEFRIFRE

The monthly wage is calculated on the basis of eight working hours per day and 26

working days per month (if the daily working hours exceed eight hours, the wage will be

increased on a pro-rata basis).
O ERNWNREGTHINAIRREEERNET R TIERE -

* Contractors are not required to propose the daily working hours in these contracts.
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£ 2003-04 F E AL H W KA H KRR IEB T A IRE &1
Service Contracts Involving Engagement of Large Number
of Non-skilled Workers Awarded in 2003-04

S F T 7 A i Y
e SfHY R | KA T L F I
A5 REZATE) s 11 7 200 LR
Department 0. of service Contractor's proposed| Contractor's proposed
contracts monthly wage® allowable daily
maximum working hours
WEEHREHE 1 $4,500 8
Agriculture, Fisheries and 1 $5,190 8
Conservation Department 1 $5,800 11
BFE 1 $4,500 8.5
Buildings Department
TH I 2 1 $4,700 8
Fire Services Department 1 $5,000 8
BV EREELEE 10 $4,900-$5,000 8-10
Food and Environmental 47 $5,001-$5,500 8-10
Hygiene Department 9 $5,501-$6,000 8-10
5 $6,001-$6,500 8-10
1 $7,500 8
B E F 1 $5,878 8
Government Property $5,000 8
Agency 1 $5,000 7
$4,986 8
1 $5,596 8
$4,289 8
EHREHEE 2 $4,160-$4,268 10-12
Home Affairs Department 2 $4,833-$4,900 12
EEE 1 $2,500-$8,000 7-10
Housing Department 1 $2,586-$3,566 8-9
1 $2,796-$3,900 8
1 $3,000-$3,013 7-9
1 $3,000-$3,200 8
1 $3,000-$4,000 8
1 $3,000-$4,650 8
2 $3,200 8
1 $3,200-$5,000 7-11
1 $3,300 8
1 $3,350-$5,600 8-9
1 $3,400-$4,600 8-9
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S F 2 2 A i Y
2o Lo g S FY R G E | KT L F 2
A5 e ettt Rtk
Department No. of service Contractor's proposed| Contractor's proposed
contracts monthly wage® allowable daily
maximum working hours
1 $3,500 8
1 $3,500-$5,800 8-9
1 $3,600-$5,300 7-9
1 $3,810-$5,300 7
1 $4,000 8
1 $4,000-$4,200 7-9
1 $4,000-$5,800 8-10
1 $4,100 7-9
3 $5,382-$5,500 8
5 $5,501-$6,000 8
9* $4,000-$4,500 -
1" $6,010 -
LR AL BB & 5 $3,733-$4,000 8-10
Leisure and Cultural 10 $4,001-$4,500 8-11
Services Department 12 $4,501-$5,000 8-11
3 $5,001-$5,190 8
g 25 it 1 $5,100 8
Marine Department 1 $4,300 10
1 $3,458 9
it & s Al 1 $5,300 8
Social Welfare Department 1 $5,830 9
1 $4,500 8
KB E 1 $5,590 8

Water Supplies Department

@

BHIERHESRIIE 8 /NS HIIE 26 X

e 8 /NI - A L& EEHIEE N ) -

A (CE BRI

The monthly wage is calculated on the basis of eight working hours per day and 26

working days per month (if the daily working hours exceed eight hours, the wage will be

increased on a pro-rata basis).
AN RAERTHANA R AT R TERE -

* Contractors are not required to propose the daily working hours in these contracts.
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Assistance Offered by Urban Renewal Authority
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SECRETARY FOR HEALTH, WELFARE AND FOOD: Madam President, I
would like to begin by thanking Members for their valuable comments in respect
of welfare and health issues. From Members' comments, it can be seen that
social welfare is a matter close to your hearts, as it is also close to ours.
Policies in respect of social welfare must be sustainable and underpinned by
effective strategies and targeted programmes. In order to meet the objectives of
the policies and assist the people the policies intended to serve, these
programmes must be evidence-based and must be evaluated to demonstrate
effectiveness.

As I explained to Members in this Council recently, our mission is to build
a "Caring and Just Society", a society with rich diversity recognizing the
strengths of differently endowed individuals. Our strategies seek to enhance
both individual and community capacities to deal with adversities, and are
implemented through an extensive range of services provided by both the Social
Welfare Department (SWD) and our non-government organization partners.

On the question of welfare expenditure, our investment in social welfare
has increased by 23% over the five years from 2000-01 to 2004-05. For direct
services, that is, discounting the provisions for the Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance (CSSA) and other financial assistance, the increase is still
14% or $1.2 billion. For the financial year 2004-05, the recurrent welfare
provision amounts to $33.7 billion. Discounting provisions for social security,
impact of civil service pay cut, lapsing of temporary jobs and one-off
expenditure for SARS in 2003-04, there is still a net increase of $105 million in
the 2004 Budget, after the deduction of efficiency savings to cater for new and
additional services mainly in elderly services and in rehabilitation and medical
social services.

Despite the overall stringent financial situation, there is still an increase in
our investment in welfare services; and despite the need to seek efficiency
savings, priority services would always be kept intact. This is why when we
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discussed this year's proposed efficiency savings with the welfare sector, we
made it abundantly clear that we would be ready to provide assistance to
subvented non-government agencies which encounter genuine difficulties in
meeting the savings target. The Director of Social Welfare has been working
closely with the sector in this regard.

Madam President, I have referred to the expression "investment in welfare
services" because I believe this is how social welfare should be regarded.
Effective social welfare programmes are not just about provision of welfare
services. Effective social welfare programmes should be about investments in
strategies and initiatives which yield results. Such programmes need to evolve
and be recreated periodically to meet changing societal needs, and should seek to
build up social capital and enhance individual and community capacities to cope
with changes and adversities. Active economic and social participation, social
inclusion and self-reliance are some examples of investment returns.

I have shared with Members this "social investment approach" not so long
ago. I must say that I am very much encouraged that at a Conference held
earlier this month to revisit our welfare philosophies, the majority of the over
400 attendees from the welfare and third sectors reaffirmed that social welfare
should take on a social investment instead of service provision perspective. We
will continue to work closely with our non-government organization welfare
partners to develop the concepts of social investment and social capital further.

Separately, we are also discussing with both the welfare and business
sectors on how best to use the $200 million earmarked in the Budget to promote
tripartite social partnership to encourage corporations to take part in helping the
disadvantaged. We hope that the process in formulating a social investment
strategy would help us identify and agree on renewed priority areas for action,
set pointers on how to yield social returns and benefits to the individuals, and
endorse the principles in relation to effective evaluation models. The business
sector would definitely have a positive role to play in building up our
community's capacities to deal with adversities. I look forward to working with
our two partners to further develop sustainable strategies.

Many Members are concerned about the social problems in Hong Kong,
like poverty and domestic violence. Again, the Government shares the same
concern and sentiment. Poverty is a manifestation of adversities. It is a
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complex and multi-dimensional phenomenon and there is no simple panacea.
Broad-based economic growth is integral to providing opportunities for people in
adversities to uplift their position; education, training and retraining are also
essential to empowering them to capitalize on the opportunities available. In
the context of social welfare, we seek to build up personal capacities to meet
life's challenges, to provide a safety net for those in need, and to render
assistance to those who fall close to the net. It is incumbent upon us to ensure
that a safety net is available to provide for the basic and essential needs of
individuals and families who are in adversities.

The CSSA scheme, which is non-cash limited and accounts for about 11%
of the recurrent expenditure of the Government this year, has been providing
direct financial assistance to the needy. We also seek to ensure that effective
measures are in place to help able-bodied CSSA recipients or near recipients to
become economically active again. In this connection, the SWD will conduct a
study to evaluate the employment assistance programmes for CSSA recipients to
identify ways to improve the effectiveness of these programmes.

Turning to family violence, this is something which no society wishes to
see or can tolerate, in particular when the vulnerable and innocent children fall
victim to such acts. All acts of violence should be seriously and harshly
sanctioned. In the context of domestic violence, remedial action is not the
solution: prevention is the key. We have put in place a continuum of preventive,
supportive and specialized services designed to prevent family problems and to
deal with them when they arise.

There is however no ground for complacency. We are concerned about
the problem, and as part of our efforts to map out evidence-based strategies, the
Director of Social Welfare commissioned last year a study on child abuse and
spouse battering. We look forward to receiving the experts' advice on the
possible improvement measures. In the light of the tragedy in Tin Shui Wai,
the Director of Social Welfare has initiated a review of the provision and service
delivery process of family services in Tin Shui Wai, which will identify
measures to strengthen the effectiveness, co-ordination and other aspects
concerning service provision and delivery of family service in the area, and to
identify any other general issues concerning the handling of family cases.
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Madam President, a harmonious and violence-free society is never an
accident. While resources are essential to tackling social problems, they are
only as good as the programmes so designed and the community it is intended to
serve. A harmonious society is built on the concerted efforts of all in the
community. As with any other social problem, family violence, in many
instances, is a manifestation of how some individuals react in adversity and when
under pressure. That is why from a broader perspective, it is crucial for us to
ensure that our welfare services adopt a social investment approach to seek to
build up individual and community capacities. This would ensure that both
individuals and the community at large are better placed to face life's challenges.

In response to some Members' reference to health care financing, the
financial sustainability of our health care system has long been a major concern
for the Administration. In fact, we have on various occasions consulted the
Legislative Council and the community on how best to address this issue, for
example, the Harvard Report in 1999 and the Health Care Reform Consultation
Document in 2000. We have since introduced various strategic measures
including: (i) containment of costs and enhancement of productivity; (ii)
improving the interface between the public and private health care sectors; (iii)
revamp of public fees structure as a demand management tool; and (iv) initiating
studies to assess the feasibility of establishing a Health Protection Account (HPA)
scheme to serve as a longer-term health financing option.

On the containment of costs and enhancement of productivity, both the
Hospital Authority (HA) and the Department of Health (DH) will continue to
explore further opportunities for efficiency savings. We are also of the view
that effective preventive programmes will improve the overall health status of the
population as well as contribute towards cost-effectiveness in the longer run.

On improving the interface between the public and private health care
sectors, we will continue to jointly explore with the Private Hospital Association
and other private service providers on how the two sectors can collaborate to the
benefits of the community. For example, to allow patients a greater choice of
service between the two sectors, the HA will make available to its patients more
information relating to the private sector.

On the revamp of public fees structure, we have from November 2002 to
April 2003 introduced a new fees structure for our public health care services.
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The revised structure has been effective in influencing public behaviour in the
desired direction, for example, since the introduction of the new fee, the
utilization rate of our Accident and Emergency services has decreased by over
10%. It should be emphasized that the revamped fee structure has not affected
the affordability of public health care services to the community. Recipients of
CSSA continue to enjoy waivers for their medical expenses. For vulnerable
groups in the community who are not CSSA recipients, we have introduced in
April 2003 an enhanced medical fee waiver mechanism to protect them from
undue financial burdens arising from their medical expenses. Moreover, the
maximum validity period of waiver certificates has been increased from six to 12
months.

Finally, on the proposal to establish a HPA scheme in Hong Kong, a study
group involving medical professionals, epidemiologists, actuaries, economists,
statisticians and social scientists from the different universities, the HA and the
DH was formed to examine in greater depth the feasibility of applying the
proposed HPA scheme as an additional source of health care funding in Hong
Kong. Studies conducted by this group included existing pattern of health care
services utilization, projection of future health care utilization, saving behaviours
of our community, actuarial study of various HPA models, economic analysis of
the impact of the HPA scheme on savings and consumption, and so on. This
group is in the process of finalizing its studies, and we plan to present the group's
findings to the Legislative Council in mid-2004.

Thank you, Madam President.
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Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 52 Members present, 43 were in
favour of the motion, five against it and three abstained. Since the question was
agreed by a majority of the Members present, she therefore declared that the
motion was carried.
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Council went into Committee.
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Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong rose to claim a division.
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THE CHAIRMAN announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 26 were present, five were in favour of the amendment and 21
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 27 were present, 13
were in favour of the amendment and 13 against it.  Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr James TO rose to claim a division.
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THE CHAIRMAN announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 26 were present, four were in favour of the amendment and 22
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 27 were present, 13
were in favour of the amendment and 13 against it.  Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Ms Emily LAU rose to claim a division.
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THE CHAIRMAN announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, 22 were in favour of the motion and five against
it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections and by the Election Committee, 27 were present, 12 were in
favour of the motion and 14 against it. Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the motion was negatived.
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THE CHAIRMAN announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 25 were present, four were in favour of the amendment and 21
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 28 were present, 14
were in favour of the amendment and 13 against it.  Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr CHEUNG Man-kwong rose to claim a division.
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THE CHAIRMAN announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 26 were present, three were in favour of the amendment, 22
against it and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 27 were
present, 14 were in favour of the amendment and 12 against it. Since the
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members
present, she therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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MEMBERS' BILLS
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DR DAVID LI: Madam President, I should like to begin by thanking all
Members of the Legislative Council for their assistance and time with regard to
this Bill. I believe the reorganization effected by this Bill is another step on the
road to strengthening Hong Kong's banking sector. The management of the
Standard Chartered Bank, both here in Hong Kong and in London, have also
requested me to express their gratitude to this Council for their assistance.

Under this Bill, the assets and liabilities of the Hong Kong Branch of the
Standard Chartered Bank, Manhattan Card Company Limited, Standard
Chartered Finance Limited, Standard Chartered International Trade Products
Limited and Standard Chartered Capital Corporation Limited will be transferred
to a new, wholly-owned subsidiary within the Standard Chartered Bank — the
Standard Chartered Group. The new subsidiary has been incorporated in Hong
Kong, with its name being "Standard Chartered Bank (Hong Kong) Limited" (&

fTaR1T ( & ) AIRAHA).

Standard Chartered Bank is authorized to issue bank notes in Hong Kong.
It intends to seek authorization of the Standard Chartered Bank (Hong Kong)
Limited as a note-issuing bank in place of the Standard Chartered Bank. If
authorization is given, the current plan is for this to take effect on the same day
as an appointed day under the Bill.

Once again, I should like to restate my gratitude and that of the Bank
concerned for Members' support of this Bill. I am confident that this
reorganization will enhance Hong Kong's role as an international financial centre
and contribute to the strength and vitality of our city. Thank you, Madam
President.
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Council went into Committee.
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Committee Stage
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Council then resumed.
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(BEYIIRIT (TR ) BRAR (&6 ) FEHEE)
STANDARD CHARTERED BANK (HONG KONG) LIMITED (MERGER)
BILL
DR DAVID LI: Madam President, the
Standard Chartered Bank (Hong Kong) Limited (Merger) Bill
has passed through Committee without amendment. I move that this Bill be

read the Third time and do pass.
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty minutes past Eight o'clock.



