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LC Paper No. CB(2)467/03-04(05)

There will be no hope if the education is not good in Hong Kong.  The funds should
be deducted but in a minimum extent. | think most likely the civil servants' payroll
should be cut in the same proportion as the funds for various departments.
Otherwise it doesn't make sense and nobody will agreeto it.

This message and any attachment are confidential and may be privileged or otherwise
protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient, please telephone or
email the sender and delete this message and any attachment from your system. If you
are not the intended recipient you must not copy this message or attachment or
disclose the contents to any other person.

For further information about Richards Butler please see our website at
http://www.richardsbutler.com.hk or refer to any Richards Butler office.
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LC Paper No. CB(2)467/03-04(07)

SIU Wai-chen

IT IS FINE TO PARE THE FUNDING TO UNIVERSITIES
WHEN MONEY ISNOT PROPERLY HANDLED BY THE
PRINCIPALSMANAGEMENT, PARTICULARY POON CHUNG KWONG.

BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT IS TO RECTIFY THE
REMUNERATION/SALARY OF HK CIVIL SERVANTS. THEY
GET THE CRAZY FATTY BENEFITS(HIGHEST PAY IN THE
WORLD WITH ALL SORTS OF ALLOWANCES, ADVANTAGES).

LAM CHENG YUET OR RECENTLY REQUESTED POOR PEOPLE
TO SACRIFICE. SHE SAID THEY ARE ACQUIRED
ADVANTAGES. BUT THE BIGGEST ACQUIRED ADVANTAGERS
ARE THOSE HIGHPAID CIVIL SERVANTS. WILL THEY
SACRIFICE? SO MANY PEOPLE URGE THEM BE FAIR,
EVENTUALLY CIVIL SERVANTS FOUGHT TO STREET AND
ONLY CUT 3%+ 3% WHILE MANY EMPLOYEES HAVE BEEN
CUT SEVERELY.

BESIDESMONLTHY INCOME, CIVIL SERVANTSENJOY GOOD
WORKING HOURS, MANY SORTS OF ALLOWANCES, BENEFITS,
RETIRE FUND, LIFE PAY SALARY AFTER RETIREMENT THAT
PRIVATE CO. EMPLOYEES NEVER IMAGINE.

WHAT A SOCIETY HERE WE LIVE. IT IS SO UNFAIR.
WHY CANNOT AMEND THE BASIC LAW TO TAILORFKFIT
FOR CIVIL SERVANTS REMUNERATIONS.

I SUGGEST TO CUT AROUND 25%TO 30%BY

EXCEPT THOSE EARN LESS THAN 15,000.-/MONTH).
BECAUSE THOSE HIGH PAID CIVIL SERVANTS ARE THE
BIGGEST ACQUIRED ADVANTAGERS, THEY FINALLY WILL
AGREE AND COMPROSE TO REDUCE RATHER THAN BURST
OUT.

I HOPE ALL MUST STUDY SERIOUSLY AND SPEAK OUT
FOR HONGKONG. VERY FEW COUNCILLORS AND PRESS
ARE DARE TO CRITICIZE IMPLICITLY. ARE THEY
AFRAID OF CIVIL SERVANTS POWER ?
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Dear Members of the Education Panel of the Legislative Council,

The South China Morning Post reported on 22 November 2003 that the legislature's
education panel has called on the public to express views on the planned education
budget cuts. | hereby submit my personal views. | do not intend to make verbal
representations at the panel's meeting to beld on December 1.

Hong Kong should place a high value on education and see it as an investment for the
future. Although Hong Kong is facing difficult financial times, | would prefer that the
budget for education NOT be cut at all. Since this is highly unrealistic given the current
economic climate, | would suggest that more funds be allocated to primary and
secondary schools than to tertiary institutions.

Students enrolled in tertiary institutions in Hong Kong are a privileged lot. They,
especially those who enroll in professional programs like law and medicine, are likely to
gain the most economically from their education. On the other hand, the many
students who are not able to continue their education past Form 5 in Hong Kong  will
not enjoy the same advantages that only higher education can bring unless they go
abroad (something that most Hong Kong students cannot afford.) Hence, | feel that
students in tertiary institutions in Hong Kong should be willing to contribute a greater
amount to the costs of their education, i.e they should be willing to accept an increase in
their school fees.

My support of higher fees for tertiary education is nothing new in other countries. | was
educated in the United States. My primary and secondary education was obtained
through the public (free) school system and then | attended a private university largely
on merit scholarships. | was admitted to medical school. My parents were not wealthy.
| knew they had to work hard to support my brother and sister too, so | took out loans
and part-time jobs to pay for my medical school fees and expenses. Many of my
classmates came from privileged backgrounds (parents were doctors or lawyers) and
they were lucky that their parents could pay for all their expenses. It took me a long
time to pay off my debts, even though the special loans available to students like me had
relatively low interest rates and deferment plans. To tell you the truth, | would have
accepted regular commercial interest rates if necessary because it had always been my
dream to be a doctor and | viewed the money spent on my education as an investment.
Perhaps the government should consider introducing a student loan program for tertiary
education.



By maintaining or increasing funding to primary and secondary schools, in theory higher
educational standards of the general public would be achieved. (Of course the answer
to solving the problem of education in Hong Kong is more complicated than just put in
more money, but | would leave the other issues like teacher quality, class size,
curriculum, etc. to experts.) Higher standards of primary and secondary schools would
not only enhance the quality of students entering local tertiary institutions, but would also
make Hong Kong students more competitive for placement in schools overseas
(including China). Whether educated locally or abroad, these graduates would make a
positive contribution to Hong Kong society. By improving the standards (particularly in
the teaching of English and Putonghua) of primary and secondary schools, even those
who leave school after Form 5 would be better equipped to deal with an increasingly
competitive environment.

Thank you for soliciting the opinion of the public on this matter. | look forward to
hearing the panel's views.

Sincerely,

Gloria Kim Pei, M.D. (UCLA, USA)
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