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tHRAR(EH)Exe WWF Hang Kong

BRPRERE - W35 Tal - (852) 2526 1014
No.1 Tramway Path, {H¥( Fax: (882) 245 2724
conlel Hona Kang ok
WWF

Our Ref.: CHK/ LAW S1 (iii)

Hon. Choy So Yok

DAB Legislative Councillor

6/F China Harbour Building

370 King's Road

Hong Kong

17 September 2003
Dear Hon. Chay,

WWF Hong Kong’s Responses on

= ith
Thank you for your consultation document on the Proposed Old and Valuable Tree Bill.

Furtber to our comments to you on 10 September 2003, we would like to submit our
additional comments to further improve the proposed draft Bill, which are as follows:

1. Under the draft Bill Section 16E (2c), if the Director reasonably believes that -

(c) there are other reasons for public interest,

may, by notice of Gazette, declare -

(d) any relevant old tree, valuable tree or protection area to be exempted from this Part;
or

() amendment, correction, addition or deletion in accordance with section 16C(7).

We would like to suggest that vegetation management (e.g., tree cutting and plagting) °
for biodiversity conservation under an approved habitat management plan should be
regarded as a public interest and should be exempted under the draft Bill.

2. Please clarify the fall title, role and function of “Director” as proposed in the Bill.

3. Moreover, the Bill also does not address the problems with the current Forestry and
Countryside Ordinance in protecting old and valushle trees, such as the lack of a
unified organization in maintaining trees. Therefore, even though the ‘Director’ may
list old and valuable trees, these trees may still die through neglect.

4. Furthermore, we also concern which suthority would decide whether trees are of
historical, cultural, or memorial value. The judgement on Whether particular trees are of
memorial value may be controversial among different commumity members.

Thank you for your kind atteation.

Youzs singerely,

Dr Alan Leung
Senior Conservetion Qfficer

19-JAN-2084 17:86 S9% P.19
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