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Action

I. Confirmation of the minutes of the 6th meeting held on 14 November 2003
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 349/03-04)

1. The minutes were confirmed.

II. Matters arising

Report by the Chairman on her meeting with the Chief Secretary for
Administration (CS)                                                                                             

2. The Chairman said that she had advised CS that the scrutiny period for
the three Commencement Notices under Chinese Medicine Ordinance, Chinese
Medicine (Fees) Regulation and Chinese Medicines Regulation would be
extended to 17 December 2003 to allow time for the Administration to consider
repealing the Commencement Notices.

3. The Chairman said that CS had pointed out that legislating for Chinese
medicine had taken a number of years, and some Legislative Council Members
and the trade had urged the Administration to expedite action.  The
Administration had no intention to defer the commencement date of the
legislation concerned.  The Administration would co-operate as far as possible
by providing any necessary information requested by Members.

4. The Chairman added that the Subcommittee had scheduled a meeting for
Friday, 28 November 2003 to meet with the trade and the Administration.

III. Business arising from previous Council meetings

Legal Service Division report on subsidiary legislation gazetted on 14
November 2003 and tabled in Council on 19 November 2003                         
(LC Paper No. LS 16/03-04)
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5. The Legal Adviser said that there were three items of subsidiary
legislation, including two Commencement Notices, gazetted on 14 November
2003 and tabled in Council on 19 November 2003.

6. Members did not raise any queries on these three items of subsidiary
legislation.

7. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for amending these
items of subsidiary legislation was 17 December 2003, or 7 January 2004, if
extended by resolution.

IV. Business for the Council meeting on 3 December 2003

(a) Questions
(LC Paper No. CB(3) 170/03-04)

8. The Chairman said that 20 questions (six oral and 14 written) had been
scheduled for the Council meeting on 3 December 2003.

(b) Bills - First Reading and moving of Second Reading

Employees Compensation Assistance (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Bill 2003

9. The Chairman said that the Administration had given notice to introduce
the above Bill into the Council on 3 December 2003.  The House Committee
would consider the Bill at its meeting on 5 December 2003.

(c) Government motion

10. The Chairman said that no notice had been received yet.

(d) Members’ motions

(i) Motion on “Education policy”
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 183/03-
04 dated 20 November 2003.)

(ii) Motion on “Improving the competitiveness of Hong Kong's
container freight industry”
(Wording of the motion issued vide LC Paper No. CB(3) 184/03-
04 dated 20 November 2003.)
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11. The Chairman said that the above motions would be moved by Mr
CHEUNG Man-kwong and Mr Kenneth TING respectively, and the wording of
their motions had been issued to Members.

12. The Chairman reminded Members that the deadline for giving notice of
amendments, if any, to the motions was Wednesday, 26 November 2003.

V. Advance information on business for the Council meeting on 10 December
2003

Bills - First Reading and moving of Second Reading

Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill 2003

13. The Chairman said that the Administration had given notice to introduce
the above Bill into the Council on 10 December 2003.  The House Committee
would consider the Bill at its meeting on 12 December 2003.

VI. Position on Bills Committees/subcommittees
(LC Paper No. CB(2) 373/03-04)

14. The Chairman said that there were 15 Bills Committees and five
subcommittees in action, as well as four Bills Committees on the waiting list.

VII. Any other business

15. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 2:36 pm.
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Legislative Council Secretariat
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