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PROPOSAL ON SPEECH THERAPISTS REGISTRATION

1. Introduction

The Hong Kong Association of Speech Therapists was established under the society ordinance

in 1981.  In reply to the demand of speech therapy service, a local training course for speech

therapists was established in 1988 at The University of Hong Kong.  Since then, the number

of speech therapists in Hong Kong has steadily increased to 280 qualified speech therapists

(distribution of speech therapists in 2002: Hospital Authority: 53; Non-Government

Organizations: 47; Special Schools 100; Child Assessment Centres under Department of

Health: 11; District-based Speech Therapist Teams: 20, private: 15). The scope of services

provided by speech therapists cover the following categories: speech disorders, language

disorders and swallowing disorders. The association has focused its effort on the promotion of

communication among speech therapists and the monitoring of the quality of service provided

by our members.

Based on the information provided by our members and the queries the association has

received from the public, we feel that registration of speech therapists by law is important and

necessary for the protection of public interest and for ensuring the quality of service provided

by speech therapists.

i. The issue of eligibilities

According to the internationally accepted standard, a qualified speech therapist must have had

at least four years of intensive relevant course work plus a minimum of 350 supervised client
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contact hours.  It has recently come to our knowledge that some unqualified overseas

graduates are applying for speech therapy jobs in Hong Kong.  We want to highlight the

fact that due to the differences in educational systems, a holder of a Bachelor degree in Speech

and Hearing Sciences is not necessarily a qualified speech therapist. The nature and structure

of the courses and the clinical training must be examined to ensure a person is qualified for

speech therapy.  To protect the welfare of the public, the qualification of the speech therapists

offering service should be stated clearly by law and monitored closely.

ii. Evidence in dealing with swallowing disorders

There have been regular reports over the past five years on improper management of

swallowing disorders, which lead to pneumonia or even death because of aspiration.

Attached in appendix are cases reported in newspaper of the hazardous consequences on 10

swallowing cases without professional attention. Professional management by qualified speech

therapists is necessary to prevent unnecessary hazard.

iii. Evidence in dealing with speech and language disorders

We noticed especially in the past few years that there were persons without proper training

in theories and practice claimed to offer speech therapy services to the disordered

population mentioned above and charge patients for their services.  One of the most striking

examples was that a non-profit making organization, advertised in newspaper an articulation

and language development course for children with speech and language problems (appendix

A).  In the article, there were countless misunderstanding of articulation and language

development and unjustified speculations on the reasons for those impairments.  The article

alone will cause unnecessary concerns and anxiety from parents.  Without adequate control,

these kinds of inaccurate information and unproven myths about speech and language will be
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passed onto the public creating unjustified public anxieties.

2. How ready we are for registration

i. Training

All speech therapists in Hong Kong are holders of at least a qualified speech therapy Bachelor

degree with 350 or more clinical training hours.  More than 95% of the practicing speech

therapists in Hong Kong are graduates from U.S., U.K., Australia or Hong Kong.  The

association has a board of certification to evaluate the eligibility of all the applications

according to the quality of the course they have taken and the amount of supervised contact

clinical hours they have to ensure comparable training course hours and clinical contact hours.

ii. The standard of practice

The preservation of the highest standards of integrity and ethical principles is further

strengthened and practiced based on the Standard of Practice and the Code of Ethics

published by the association and approved by our members at the 1994 AGM of the

association.  Our members have been discharging professional responsibilities accordingly.

iii. Continuing education

We are aware of the importance of keeping abreast to the most updated techniques for the

delivery of professional responsibility.  Our members have been actively participating in

related seminars, workshops and conferences.  Recently we have adopted a more systematic

approach to our continuing professional education programme.  A substantial number of

seminars and workshops are offered every year in different professional areas for our

members.  Secondly, a credit system has been set up to record members’ attendance of
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the continuing education programme.  We are planning in the near future to incorporate

this credit system in our annual member renewal procedures.

iv. Members’ attitude

A discussion forum on registration was held on 10th December 2002.  All qualified speech

therapists were invited to attend the forum. 89% of the attended speech therapists

supported our profession should go for registration by law to protect the public and the

quality of speech therapy service.

3. Registration in other developed countries

The necessity of registration is evident.  As indicated in other developed countries, e.g.,

U.S.A., U.K. and Australia, only registered speech therapists are allowed to practice in their

countries to protect the interest of the public and the quality of service delivered.

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, The Hong Kong Association of Speech Therapists strongly urge the

Government to register speech therapists by law. This would ensure the public will receive

speech therapy service from qualified speech therapists and would protect the public from

unnecessary risk due to lack of professional management or malpractice.




























