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9 March 2004

Legislative Council Secretariat
3/F., Citibank Tower
3 Garden Road
Hong Kong
(Attn: Mr Raymond LAM)

Dear Mr Lam,

Report of the Special Task Group set up
in relation to the death of an inmate

in Siu Lam Psychiatric Centre in November 2001

I refer to your letter of 6 February 2004 and would like to
provide the Administration’s response to item 9 of the list of follow-up
actions as attached.

2. Separately, during Hon. LO Wing-lok and Hon. MAK Kwok-
fung’s visit to Siu Lam Psychiatric Centre (SLPC) on 20 February 2004, the
Senior Superintendent of SLPC has made a presentation on progress made
on implementing the recommendations of the captioned report. The
Honourable Members suggested that the presentation material could be
circulated to other Members of the Panel on Security and Panel on Health
Services for information.  In this connection, a copy of the presentation
material is also attached for your necessary action.

Yours sincerely,

( Miss Ida LEE )
for Secretary for Security

c.c. C of CS  (Attn: Mr KWOK Leung-ming)



Annex A

Report of the Special Task Group set up
in relation to the death of an inmate

in Siu Lam Psychiatric Centre in November 2001

Administration’s Response
to issues raised at the meeting on 8 January 2004

(a) Statistic about inspections of SLPC by the Superintendent of the
Quality Assurance (QA) Division of the Correctional Services
Department.

As in the case of other penal institutions, the QA Division conducts the
following types of inspections at SLPC:

i) 5-yearly full inspection (conducted in 1998 and 2003)

ii) Thematic inspections (conducted in May 1997, Feb 2001, March 2002
and Feb 2003)

iii) Unannounced inspections conducted as directed by Assistant
Commissioner (QA)

iv) Surprise visits during festival seasons (4 visits conducted in 2002 and
2003)

(b) Information on the projected and actual penal population, staff
strength and the number of frontline staff who possessed psychiatric
nursing training between 1995 and 2003 in SLPC.

(i) Information on the actual penal population of SLPC is given in the
table below. No projection on the penal population of individual
institutions has been made.

Average Daily Population of
SLPC, 1995 - 2003

Year Population
1995 268
1996 268
1997 238
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1998 269
1999 252
2000 235
2001 245
2002 232
2003 234

(ii) Information on strength of disciplined staff of SLPC and those who
possessed psychiatric nursing training is given in the table below

Year
Staff

1.4.1995 31.12.2003

Number of staff 200 221

Number of staff with psychiatric
nursing qualification

74 107

c) The Reception Health Screen Form A and Form B referred to in
paragraph 7 of the Administration’s Paper.

A copy each of the Reception Health Screen Form A and Form B is
attached.

d) A response on the suggestion of making it a standard procedure to
conduct blood glucose test on all newly admitted remands/prisoners
who could not excrete urine.

It is already a standard procedure for blood glucose test to be conducted on
all newly admitted remands/prisoners who could not excrete urine as
indicated by the Medical Officer.
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