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Background brief on Central and Wanchai reclamation

This paper gives a brief account of the Central and Wanchai reclamation
project.

2. The need for reclamation in Central and Wanchai was first identified in the
Harbour Reclamation and Urban Growth Study in 1983 and later confirmed by
the 1984 Territorial Development Strategy (TDS), 1991 Metroplan and 1996 TDS
Review.  The Central and Wanchai Reclamation Feasibility Study was endorsed by
the Land Development Policy Committee on 22 September 1989.  The
recommendation was to reclaim an area of about 108 hectares along the waterfront
from Central to Causeway Bay.  The main objective of the subject study was to
provide land for the Central and Wanchai Bypass, the Island Eastern Corridor Link,
the Mass Transit Railway North Hong Kong Island Line and to improve the existing
waterfront.  The Central and Wanchai reclamation is divided into five phases -

(a) Central reclamation phase I (CRI) involved the reclamation of
about 20 hectares of seabed which extended from Rumsey Street to
Blake Pier.  The reclamation provided land for the extension of the
Central Business District and for the construction of the Hong Kong
Central station of the airport railway.  The engineering works
commenced in September 1993 and completed in June 1998;

(b) Central reclamation phase II (CRII) involved the reclamation of
about 5.3 hectares of land in the Tamar Basin area to provide
commercial development sites and public open space in the Central
District.  The engineering works  commenced in December 1994
and  completed in September 1997;
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(c) Central reclamation phase III (CRIII) originally involved a
reclamation of about 32 hectares in the central harbour for the
construction of the Central and Wanchai Bypass and other
infrastructural facilities.  As a result of public concerns over the
need to protect and preserve the central harbour and the motion
passed by the Legislative Council, the Administration subsequently
scaled down the extent of reclamation from 32 to 18 hectares;

(d) Wanchai reclamation phase I (WRI) formed part of the
construction of a reclamation island to support the extension of the
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (HKCEC).  To
facilitate the completion of HKCEC within budget by the target date
of June 1997, an entrustment agreement between the Government
and the Hong Kong Trade Development Council (TDC) was drawn
up.  Under the agreement, the reclamation and certain related
infrastructural works were entrusted to TDC and undertaken by the
Government on behalf of TDC.  The engineering works
commenced in March 1994 and completed in July 1997; and

(e) Wanchai development phase II (WDII) originally involved
reclamation of 48 hectares of the seabed to provide land for key
transport infrastructure, residential and hotel development as well as
development of a cruise centre and a public park.  Having regard to
the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance (Cap. 531) (PHO) and the
strong public sentiments against reclamation, the Administration
subsequently reduced the extent of reclamation to 28.5 hectares to
provide the land just enough to accommodate the necessary
transport infrastructure as well as to permit the design and
development of a waterfront promenade.

3. The plan of the relevant phases and a chronology of events (based on available
information) are attached at Appendices I and II respectively.  A list of references is
also attached at Appendix III with hyperlinks to the relevant information papers at the
LegCo Website.
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Appendix II

Chronology of events relating to the Central and Wanchai reclamation project

Project
Date CRI CRII CRIII WRI WDII

23 July 1993 The funding proposal
was endorsed by the
Finance Committee
(FC).

25 February 1994 The funding proposal of
$750 million for the cost
of the reclamation and
infrastructure works
which was funded under
the capital subvention of
$4,829 million to TDC
for the construction of the
extension of HKCEC was
endorsed by FC.

8 July 1994 The funding proposal of
$307 million was
endorsed by FC.

July 1997 Works completed.

September 1997 Works completed.

29 May 1998 The draft Outline
Zoning Plans (OZP)
were gazetted.

June 1998 Major reclamation
works completed.
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Project
Date CRI CRII CRIII WRI WDII

29 July 1998 The Legislative Council
passed a motion urging
the Administration to
scale down the
reclamation plans.

15 October 1998
19 January 1999

The Panel on Planning,
Lands and Works (PLW
Panel) was briefed on the
funding proposal for a
comprehensive feasibility
study on the revised WDII.

12 March 1999 The funding proposal was
endorsed by FC.

10 June 1999 The PLW Panel was
briefed on the revised
CRIII.  Concern had
been raised on whether
the scale of reclamation
should be further
reduced.

16 July 1999 The amended Central
District (Extension)
OZP, covering
reclamation of 23
hectares (5 hectares
included under WDII)
was gazetted.
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Project
Date CRI CRII CRIII WRI WDII

24 February 2000 The PLW Panel was
briefed on the Trunk Road
options and their
associated conceptual land
use proposals and
recommendations.

3 March 2000 The OZP  covering the
revised CRIII was
gazetted.

6 July 2001 The funding request for
additional engineering
works was endorsed by
FC.

7 December 2001 The PLW Panel was
briefed on the key
proposals of WDII.

11 January 2002 The funding proposal for
detailed design of WDII
was endorsed by FC.

1 March 2002 The PLW Panel was
briefed on the funding
proposal for the revised
CRIII.  Concern had
been raised on whether
the reduced extent was
the minimum option
given that part of the
reclaimed land was for
the waterfront
promenade and
recreational/leisure use.
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Project

Date CRI CRII CRIII WRI WDII

8 May 2002 The PLW Panel was
briefed on the draft
Wanchai North OZP.

21 June 2002 The funding proposal
was endorsed by FC.

10 February 2003 The main contract was
awarded.

27 February 2003 The Society for Protection
of the Harbour Limited
(SPHL) applied for a
judicial review of the
Town Planning Board
(TPB)’s decision on the
relevant OZP.

14 March 2003 The Court ordered to stay
the submission of the draft
OZP to the Chief
Executive in Council (CE
in C) until the final
determination of the
judicial review.

8 July 2003 The Court ruled that TPB
had failed to comply with
section 3 of PHO.
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Project
Date CRI CRII CRIII WRI WDII

25 September 2003 SPHL filed an
application for -

(i) judicial review of
the CE in C’s
approval of OZP;
and

(ii) interim relief that all
works under CRIII
directly or indirectly
connected to the
reclamation of the
harbour be stopped
pending a
determination of all
relevant litigation.

Appeal to be heard by the
Court of Final Appeal on
9 December 2003.

26 September 2003 Leave to apply for
judicial review granted.

6 October 2003 The Court dismissed the
application for interim
relief.
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