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Japan — Tobacco Business Law

Final (English translation)

Description and others of the new Health Warning and other statements (Notification
“Tsutatsu™)

No.4224
November 19, 2003
To each of the chiefs of the Custom Houses:

Jiro Makino
Director-General of the Financial Bureau

Description and others of the new Health Warning and other statements regulated by
Ministry of Finance to call attention to relationship between manufactured tobacco
products consumption and health

Recently, the Ministerial Ordinance has been amended with regard to the
indication of precautions provided in Paragraph 1, Article 39 of the Tobacco Business
Law (hereinafter simply referred to as the “Law”). Please ensure that the provisions
of Article 36 and 36-2 of the Ministerial Ordinance that relate to the registration of the
Designated Distributors pursuant to Article 11 of the Law and related articles of the
Law are treated as follows:

1. Pursuant to the provisions of Paragraph 4, Article 36 of the Ministerial Ordinance,
the statements to be displayed clearly, in large text and in a format that can be
casily read before and after the container/package is opened shall be displayed as
follows:

(1) With regard to the statements shown in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 (for
Appendix 2, applies only to the statements in the first column), each sentence
shall start on a new line, and the characters in the first sentence shall be
clearly larger than those used in the second sentence. If there is a third
sentence in any of the statements shown in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2, the
characters in that sentence shall be smaller than those used in the second
sentence.

(2) The characters that constitute the statements shall be clearly
distinguishable from the patterns and colors used overall on the
container/packaging, and shall be clearly legible.

A



(3) The statements shall not be printed on sections that will be separated when
the package is opened.

(4) The statements in Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 shall be displayed
according to the format provided in the Attachment unless there are serious
impediments with the shape and other features of the container/package.

Whether a word(s) shall be classified as one that could cause misunderstanding
shall be determined individually by Tobacco and Salt Industries Office of General
Affairs Division, Financial Bureau for each word(s) indicated on
containers/packages. However, following are examples of words that could
cause misunderstanding.

(1) Adjectives, adverbs, comparatives, nouns and others such as “mild” that
create an image of tenderness or softness may cause misunderstanding that
the product is less harmful to one’s health compared with other products, not
only the instance that those statement may cause misunderstanding to express
the particular tobacco product’s nature or state of substances but also actually
the statement represent the nature of the nature or state of substances
contained in the tobacco product.

Examples: mild, light, tender, mellow, sweet, smooth

(2) Words used to describe the amount of substances contained in the tobacco
product or the smoke could cause misunderstanding that the tobacco product
is less harmful to one’s health compared with other products, not only the
instance that those statement may cause misunderstanding the amount of tar
and nicotine is small, but also the statement actually represent the amount of
tar and nicotine is small, the particular tobacco product may cause
misunderstanding that the amount of the product’s tar and nicotine is smaller
than any other tobacco products. Further, such descriptions could also cause
misunderstanding that the tobacco product may reduce the risks of a specific
or wide range of illnesses. Therefore, such words would fall under the
category of a statement that could cause misunderstanding.

Examples : light, low, medium, pianissimo, legeres

(3) The following would be appropriate as a statement prescribed in Article
36-2 that is to be displayed to “prevent misunderstanding among consumers”.



“The term ‘XXX, ... in the product name and the term ‘YYY,..." displayed on
this package describing the product’s quality, condition and amount of
substances in the smoke, do not mean that this product’s adverse health effects
are less than those of other products.”

In addition, in the above statement, statement in (1) or (2) as above should be
prescribed for XXX, YYY. However, the above statement can be shortened as
necessary in the event there are no words that fall into category of “XXX” or
“YYY,’.
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