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Smoking on Bondi beach now banned

December 17, 2004 - 10:39AM

A ban on smoking on Sydney's popular Bondi, Bronte and Tamarama beaches came into effect
today and may be extended.

Waverley Council Mayor Peter Moscatt said under the ban, one of the first in Australia, smoking on
the sand will be prohibited but other nearby areas may follow.

Now, smokers can still light up on the concrete promenade behind the beaches.
"We'll do the beach first as that's where most of the butts are staying," Mr Moscatt told ABC radio.

"... A lot of people who smoke on the beach and put it out in the sand don't realise that that's where
it stays.

"And the more that you make people conscious of it, the more that people will realise that if they
want a fag they'll go up on the prom and have it there and dispose of it properly.

"... You just can't get them out of the beach."

Manly, on Sydney's northern beaches, was the first area outside Los Angeles to ban smoking on
beaches last May.

The penalty for smoking on the Waverley beaches will be $110, although there will be an
introductory period in which people will be told about the ban through advertising, Mr Moscatt said.

However, he denied that Bondi was becoming a wowsers' beach, with smoking and drinking bans
on Christmas Day.

"No, no it's not," he said.

"That's (drinking on the beach) another totally different problem that's got to be solved and in a
different way."

Drinking will be allowed at Bondi Beach in an enclosed area on Christmas Day, when there will be
entertainment, lots of security and police, and the number of life guards will be doubled, he said.

Manly Mayor Peter Macdonald said at the time his council's ban was introduced that it would
"denormalise" smoking".

The ban was designed to protect children from passive smoke as well as address the environmental
impacts of cigarette butts on beaches and in waterways, Mr Macdonald said.
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washingtonpost.com: Ban on Smoking In San Francisco Parks Advances

washingtonpost.com

Ban on Smoking In San Francisco Parks Advances

Reuters
Wednesday, January 26, 2005; Page A10

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 25 -- City legislators voted 8 to 3 to ban smoking in
public parks Tuesday, making San Francisco the first major U.S. city to
embrace such an expansive ban on tobacco use.

"This is the first one that includes all the parks and recreational centers in a
county," said Michela Alioto-Pier, a city legislator who sponsored the
proposed ban. It needs the approval of Mayor Gavin Newsom (D) to become
law.

Several smaller California cities have prohibited smoking in city parks,
including Santa Monica and Beverly Hills, as well as Fresno, in central
Californma. A few cities outside California have limited bans on smoking in
local parks.

"It is a danger to our small children and not a particularly good example for
them either,” Alioto-Pier said in an interview. Parks, she said, are "an area,
unfortunately, where there is a lot of litter, and cigarette butts make up four
times as much litter as anything else out there. It 1s a detriment to the
environment. It takes 10 to 12 years for a cigarette butt to biodegrade, and the
toxins go into the groundwater."

State legislators are also considering banning smoking along California's
beaches, although Los Angeles and other areas have already done so at piers
and beaches.

Banning smoking in parks still falls short of a new prohibition in the
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Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan, which last month banned smoking everywhere in public.

© 2005 The Washington Post Company
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