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Al S0P .
- Smoke- free cam ﬁfﬁi

Ore in two long-terrn sInpkers ar_e
: killed by tobacco-related diseases.
. Fachwyear, 6,000 peopie die in Hong

Kaong because of smoking. Though
Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food
Dr York Chow Yat-ngok has stated
cleazly the importance of the youth
smoking prevention programme, little
resources were put into it. .

In legislation, other than

. prohibiting the sale of tobacco

. products to minors, nothing has been
! done. Laws have made schoal

i campuses in Macau, the mainland,

: Taiwan, New Zealand, Australia, US

i and Canada sthoke-free — Hong Kong
© does not have any equivalence: It will
¢ not make much sense for teachers to

! tell their students not to smoke, when,
© someoene else can simoke on campus.

In the maintand and “Taiwan, the

: law emphasises the role of parents in

- showed that more than 70 per cent

- supported the idea of smoke-free . -
; campuis }eglslauon We advocate that :
i such a provisioni bé includedin - -
i currént amendmerits to the law,

i handful of organisations provide™ . -
¢ professional services; and most have -
. Insufficient finangial and human’ -

: Tesources. Given thaf: there are 1, 20{)
* primiary and secondary schocls in "

- cothmittee, and the Hong Kong '
- Council on Smoking and Health - Lhe
g three organisations that provide
| programmes — are cIeaIIy unable m
: meet the minimum démand.

! not telling children about the hazards
i of smakmg, but conveying the -

prevehting young people from - .
smpking. In Macay, toba¢co retailers .
must énsure the biryer's age. These -~
laws demonsirate their governments’ .
determination ta prevent youth .-~
smoking. :
In recent years, NGOS, schools arid

opinion leaders have urged the Hong

- Kong government to tighten the law to +
keep adolescents away frbm smoklng
Our recent survey samp]mg more than o
33,000 secondary schaol students .

At the éducation level onlya - !

Hong Kong, the resotirces of the
Tobacco Contro! Office, our. .~

Wor‘;e, the coumsellors of one ‘
og1 amyie have been criticised for

message: wait until your are 18, then S
start. If this statement was made we
should disclose the name of the
organisation and condemn it,
enabling a boycott of jts services. Legal
action should be considered. We insist
that all anti-smaking youth ‘
programmies be publicly accountable,
tranisparent and youth centred.
THOMAS TSE, vice-chairmasn of
Committee on Youth Smoking
Prevention
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teen smoking

Although details of the government's
Lili amending the Smoking (Public
Health) Ordinance are not known, it
has already caused controversy
regarding the area to be covered by the
statutory smoking ban. - '
However, as Secretary for Health,
Welfare and Food York Chow Yai-ngok
says, the aims of the tobacco control
policy are to prevent youth smoking
and help stop all staoking. The present
controversy clearly has not toiiched the
core'question. ~ " e
‘The problem of young peopie
smoking in Hong Kong is serious.

prevalence rate for youth smoking
ranges from seven to 10 per cent. The

But these figures are still an under-

{Ips sich as the youtliwho are

people is ilegal, it is easy for mineors to

“cent of young smokers had not been

The core of the problem is the .. -
difficulty in law enforcement. The
: Tohacco Control Gffice does not have

- Have been fully occupied by more ™ =
urgent criminal cases. 1 14- or 15-year-
olds dress matuyely, cigarette retailers
oy the public find it difficult to identify
whether they are adults or minors. Even
if members of the public see cigarettes
being sofd to minors, they cannot prove
their age for a report to the police.

nurnber of complaints received by the
Tobacco Conirol Office. Since it was set
up in 2001, the office has received only
six compiaints on this jssue.
We cannot rely on the government

{  tp eliminate cigarette sales to minors.

| Public monitoring is needed. The
.experiences of off-course betting
“gentres of the Jockey Club and game
ceritres are good references for the

persons in schoct uniform. Sucha

12| LEADERS & LETTERS

the public to monitor.
Also, the government should add a

xiii

Aim law against

Several territory-wide surveys tell us the |

rate for all smokers is, of course, higher. !

Sstimate becatise they exclude high-risk !

Z.em'plqy.ad_or in pre-vocational training! ¢
" Thdugh sale of tobacco te under-age

buy cigarettes. A Chinese University
-survey revealed that miore than 80 per - ‘

. asked their'age when buying cigarettes.

“ithe. power to enforce the law and police. -

This is the main reason for the stnall

government. Both prohibit the entry of

practice is effective because it is casy for

bHF—

clause such as “sale of tobacco products’
to persons in schiool usiform’is &0 w0
prohibited” in the amendment of the

: existing drdinance, This would reinforce
% public monitoring and increase the risk

¥ for unethical retailers. They will stop- -

© selling to minors only if it becomes a

. highly risky business.

Formulation of laws is important for

i the effective control of tobacco _

i products, but even more crucial is the
: setting up of an effective enforcement
: mechanism. More than that, tobacco

i control can be successful only if it

: mobilises public participation.

! DR ROBERT TSANG, member of

¢ Commitfee on Youth Smoking -

i Prevention
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