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The New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary ﬁhumb Index Edition)Volume 1

authorize /=9staz/ vt Also -ise. LME.
{(O)Fr. awtoriser {. med.L. auctorizare, f. auctor:
sec AUTHOR, ~128.] $1 Set up or aclmowledge as
having authority. ~E17. §¥2 Make legaily
valid. IME-117.(3) Give formal approval to;%
sanction, coun ce. LME. 14 Vouch for,
confirm. tME-M1y. 5 Endow (a pers Y,
ete.) with authority; commission. LMEA6JGive
P legal or formal warrant to (a person or bdy) w
VA do; empower, permit authoritativelyprtME, 7 Of
. * things: give grounds for, justify. 817, 8 Of things:
give grounds ro. L18.
3 IsataH BEmitN Why should any conduct be
tolerated that is not authorized by appropriate experts?
4 SHaxzs Mach A woman’s story ar a winter’s fire,
Authoriz’d by her grandam. 6 Lp Macavray A royal
mcsage suthorizing the Commons to elect another
Speaker. 7 G. ANzoN These reasans slape would
authorize the insertion of those papera, § J. Svrtivan
Nothing which can authorise us W suppose i formed
in the sea_
authorizable a. f(a) able to be entrusted with
authodity; #(b) having the power of authorizing; (r)
. able to be authatized: LME. suthorizstion ». formal
" approval or warrant L1$. sutharizer o a poson who
autharizes something or someone Lt6.
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PERMIT allow authorize let

These words refer to the act of not preventing. Permit, allow, and let are
loosely related, permit being the strongest of the three. To permit is to grant
leave to or empower by express consent; the word suggests authority that
could prevext, if it so chose: The chairman recognized the delegate and per-
metted him to speak. Allow, used positively, means to grant as a right or
privilege: a teenager allowed to stay out until midnight and permitted to use
the family car on occasian. Allew and permit are often used interchangeably;
allow, however, is a less formal terrn and often carries the idea of simply not
attempting to hinder. Permiz, by contrast, implies a greater or lesser degree
of approval and may indicate official sanction. [The nurse allowed the visitors
to remain beyond the hospital visiting hours, though it was not permiited.]
Let, the least formal of these words, may sometimes suggest permission or
consent, but may imply no more than a failure to prevent or restrain. [She
asked her boss to let her leave an hour early; Don’t interrupt hirp—iez him
speak his mind.] A person may let things happen passively, either through
choice or through indifference, carelessness, error, or inattention. [She
decided to et her hair grow; He let his insurance policy lapse; They forgot
to shut the windows and thereby lez the rain in.] As oppased to permit, let
may uaderline a lack of, or failure to exercise, preventive authority: a timid,
unassertive little man, always letting people take advantage of him.

\ <AuthorZdis strﬁnger and more formal than permi? and is more limited in
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apphcatioh,
‘@E aythority. . |1 De mimstty
R firm aeuthorized the use of

a company car by the salesman after working hours.] dutketize may further
imply the delegation of authority: a UN delegate authorized by his govern-
ment to conduct formal negotiations. See ENDORSE, LENIENT.

anlanyms; enjoin, forbid, interdict, prevent, prohibit.
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