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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, Audrey, as a parent, speaks on
behalf of many thousands of parents who share her belief as reflected in today"s
motion. Whether her motion today will be passed or otherwise is not important;
what is important is that we have the ears of Prof LI for the second time. | still
remember that two years ago in this Council Chamber here, the Honourable
CHEUNG Man-kwong moved a motion to implement small class teaching. In
his response to Members" speeches, Prof Arthur LI then stressed that the
conditions for implementing small class teaching were not ripe because of two
main factors. | did not agree but | accepted because he is an honourable man.
The two factors were: First, there was no definite conclusion on the efficacy of
teaching in smaller classes. So, a three-year experimental study should be
conducted to decide whether the idea would be appropriate for Hong Kong.
Second, given the huge fiscal deficit, the Administration should exercise great
prudence, as implementing small class teaching would involve substantial
resources.

Two years have passed. The relevant government departments should
have a better idea by now as to whether small class teaching would upgrade the
quality of education, and Audrey‘s motion is very timely. Although the fiscal
deficit which we are now facing still exists, the gap has narrowed this year. In
general, | believe that the aforementioned factors no longer dominate the
decision as to whether small class teaching should be implemented. The key
now is whether the Administration has the determination to implement small
class teaching in Hong Kong. If the answer is yes, difficulties can be overcome.
If not, our debate today is totally superfluous and is a waste of time.

Small class teaching has been implemented in many advanced countries
and has been adopted in many major cities in China for seven to eight years. |
do not think that they are equipped with better resources and conditions.

The time has come for us to implement small class teaching in Hong Kong.
Two main reasons propel us to move forward. First, as birth rates decline, the
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number of students has dropped. Schools and teaching staff can now be
redeployed for small class teaching.  Second, with the advent of a
knowledge-based economy, Hong Kong needs to substantially invest in and
nurture our future generations. Small class teaching pinpoints such future needs.
Hesitation is not in the best interests of Hong Kong, Mr Secretary.

Changes should be made progressively, as Audrey has suggested in her
motion today — a very mild motion, so we cannot really reject it. There is
bound to be a first step, without which you cannot take a second step. So, do
take the first step now. Some schools may not be able to implement such a
measure immediately. There should a directive in this respect. Some schools
can be pioneers, while others which are less endowed can implement it a little bit
later.

Madam President, why am | so concerned about this subject? Being a
parent and being a Hong Kong citizen, | do need to care about our future. Hong
Kong is still undergoing economic restructuring, and we have yet to see light
from the other end of the tunnel. Why is restructuring so difficult this time?
One of the main causes is that we have the problem of a manpower mismatch.
About half of our working population is having problems coping with it. The
limited number of low-skilled jobs available in the market cannot accommodate
an enormous number of low-skilled workers. We cannot rely on retail and
tourism alone. Moreover, we are facing intensified competition from the
1.3 billion people across the border — our own people. A high value-added
economy is the answer. Without a pool of high quality human resources, we
can never achieve it. Quality education is the answer, and small class teaching
Is a tool to achieve this objective.

To many, quality education for the young is an investment, but to me, and
| am sure to many others, we see it a necessity. That is what makes Hong Kong
as it is today.

Small class teaching may not be the panacea. However, it will allow
teachers to pay more attention to every kid, and thus improve his interest in
learning and motivate him to strive for excellence. Moreover, teachers can put
more time and efforts into better assisting the less gifted whose rights to acquire
knowledge are no less than the others who are bright. Attention is very
important for a student's personal growth. It may play a major role in deciding
the destiny of a young child.
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According to the Education and Manpower Bureau, 40 primary schools
started experimenting small class teaching in September 2004. There will be a
review by the end of the 2006-07 school year. Personally, | do not understand
why we must wait three more years. Why could the Administration not
implement it gradually next year? In fact, many schools are capable of
implementing it right now. | sincerely hope that the Administration will
seriously consider it from the angle of upgrading our quality of education and
overall long-term benefit. Extra funding can be regarded as our investment and
a necessity.

| support the implementation of small class teaching and the changes it can
bring about. The quality of teachers and their teaching attitude are most crucial.
Unlike large classes, the objective of teaching in small classes is to enhance each
individual student’s ability to learn. Teachers should devote care and patience
on top of counselling skill.  There are many who oppose small class teaching on
the grounds of inability of our teaching profession in administering it. Thatis a
very weak argument. Not being a professor, but being a simple man, | tell you,
if they can teach 40 students, they can teach 20 students much much better.
Thank you.
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Mrs Selina CHOW rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, 12 were in favour of the amendment, seven
against it and two abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 25 were present, 17 were in favour of the
amendment, two against it and five abstained. Since the question was agreed by
a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the amendment was carried.
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Mr James TIEN rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, 13 were in favour of the amendment, one
against it and seven abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections, 25 were present, 16 were in
favour of the amendment, one against it and seven abstained. Since the question
was agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was carried.
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, since Albert called me back, |
might as well speak.

The popularity of Chinese medicinal herbs has made inroads into the
global market. Today, instead of doubts about its scientific worth, people are
eagerly tapping into the huge medical and market potential of herbal treatments,
acupuncture and Chinese chiropractic techniques. Is there an opportunity for
Hong Kong to take the lead in this exciting area of development? The answer
depends largely on how pro-active our Government will be in fostering a thriving
Chinese medicine sector at home.

Just what exactly are our aspirations, as well as our strengths in this field?
A few years ago, Mr TUNG pitched to the public the idea of making this city a
Chinese medicine hub. However, this ambitious goal was quickly reduced to
the present uninspiring policy of "elevating Hong Kong's status" in terms of
regional standing. The U-turn in the policy means that we are back to ground
zero in the race of researching and developing treatments and drugs which
combine Chinese tradition and Western medical expertise.

Having a clearly identified position on developing our Chinese medicine
sector would not only give us a specific goal to work towards, but would also
greatly affect our trust and perception of the Government and its role.
Currently, the Government is both a facilitator and a regulator, while the
majority of the Chinese medicine services are left to the private sector. True,
this approach requires the least input, both financially and administratively, from
the Government. But arguably, this approach is still inadequate as it neglects
some core problems encountered by the Chinese medicine sector. Even though
we may have put our Chinese medicine ambitions on the back burner, the
Government should at least ensure that the sector can grow healthily and will be
in a strong enough position in the future when we decide to aim higher.

The primary concern of the sector is that its progress has been
handicapped by a lack of avenues for professional development, as well as
inadequate research funding and supportive environment. The Government's
efforts in introducing a registration scheme and setting up a regulatory body may
help boost the sector’s professional status, but these measures do little to promote
its sustainable development. Indeed, even the registration scheme has drawn
criticisms that its assessment criteria fail to take into consideration the unique,
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and often informal, training tradition of Chinese medicine. There should be a
grandfather clause for those practitioners. If nothing is done, a gap in both
talent and expertise may result, particularly if we take into account the fact that
as many as 35% of the registered Chinese medicine practitioners are already over
60 years old.

Alternatively, a more desirable option is for the Government to allow
Chinese medicine practitioners to enjoy greater participation in the public health
sector. To this end, | believe that the proposals in today‘s motion all deserve
support and implementation as soon as possible.

The benefit of expanding out-patient Chinese medicine clinic services is
obvious. In the long term, setting up in-patient hospital services and even a
Chinese medicine hospital would provide Chinese herbalists with a necessary
avenue for professional development as well as a platform for more vigorous
research activities. The Government should also consider expanding the scope
of the Chinese Medicine Council. Instead of merely acting as a statutory
regulator, the Council should be empowered to advise on the long-term
development of Chinese medicine.

Perhaps, the strongest opposition to today‘s motion comes from within the
public health sector. Launching new services will inevitably involve additional
financial commitment from the Government. Understandably, this may affect
the interests of doctors already working in public hospitals under the umbrella of
the Hospital Authority (HA), given that the HA is already under great pressure to
tighten its belt and trim down its size. However, changes to the existing system
are long overdue. Calls for restructuring the public health sector and
facilitating a more robust private health industry have been growing. Perhaps a
comprehensive review of the existing system will also provide the Government
with an opportunity to reconsider the role of Chinese medicine.

Thank you, Madam President.

TR REOAHMEEEHES ?
(RE#HERTEHS )
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Ms Miriam LAU rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 14 were present, nine were in favour of the amendment and five
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 16 were present, 14 were in favour of the amendment
and one against it.  Since the question was agreed by a majority of each of the
two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment was
carried.
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Adjourned accordingly at eleven minutes past Nine o*clock.



