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Direct Line
2846-0551
4 October 2005
Ms Anita Ho By Fax and Post
Assistant Legal Adviser
Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council Building
8 Jackson Road
Central, Hong Kong Fax no.: 2877-5029
Dear Ms Ho,
Re: Legal Practitioners (Risk Management Education) (Amendment) Rules
2005 - L.N. 146 of 2005
Thank you for your letter dated 30 September 2005.
The new section 12(4) came into effect when it was gazetted on 23 September 2005. It
serves to define the category of solicitors whose second practice year will commence
on 1 January 2006
Prior to the publication of the end date notice on 30 September 2005, section 12(4)
had no specific application in that it did not operate to cover any solicitors but simply
defined the category of solicitors that would be caught under it. Since the publication
of the end date notice on 30 September 2005, section 12(4) has operated to cover
those solicitors to whom the end date notice applies.
The timing of the publication of the end date notice was based on the view given by
the Department of Justice. It is considered that such timing does not have any adverse
impact on the legal basis or legal effect of the new section 12(4), nor will it prejudice
the interests of anyone subject to the Legal Practitioners (Risk Management Education)
Rules (“RME Rules”). In any event, under section 12(4), the second practice year will
not start until 1 January 2006.
It is unlikely that there will be similar legislative exercise involving an amendment to
the RME Rules and the publication of an end date notice because it is expected that
President Vice-Presidents Council Members Secretary General
Peter C.L. Lo Lester G. Huang Michael J. Lintern-Smith Cecilia K.W. Wong Andrew Jeffries Joseph C.W. Li Patrick R. Moss
Wong Kwai Huen Ip Shing Hing Denis G. Brock Stephen W.S. Hung Amirali B. Nasir
Junius K.Y. Ho Billy W.Y. Ma Alex T.H. Lai Dieter L.T. Yih Melissa K. Pang
Sylvia W.Y. Siu Kenneth S.Y. Ng Ambrose S.K. Lam Thomas S.T. So
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future practice years will be able to follow the normal 12-month practice year cycle
provided for in the RME Rules. Nevertheless, in case there is any similar legislative
exercise in the future, the Law Society would consider issuing a LegCo brief to
explain the amendments.

Yours sincerely

{

HEID il
Director of
Standards and Development

(60 Mr Vidy Cheung, Department of Justice (Fax no.: 2845-2215)
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