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Subject Press release from HKADC on the WKCD development
project

History: & This message has been forwarded.

Dear Mr. Anthony Chu,

Re: Subcommittee on WKCD Development
Invitation of views on the way forward for the WKCD development

Thank you for your letter to our Chief Executive, Mr. Jonathan Yu, on 3 May inviting
written views from stakeholders and interested parties of the WKCD development
project. Attached kindly find a press release from the HKADC for your further handling.

We would be grateful if you can inform the Council for the latest development of the
project.

For any queries, pls feel free to contact me at 2820 1076 or my officer, Miss Annie Leung,
at 2820 1072.

Thanks for your attention.

Cheers,
Vivian HO
Manager, Planning and Research

Prezz Releaze 01032006, doc
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Hong Kong Arts Development Council

To: News/Culture/Feature Editors (1 page)
For Immediate Release 1 March 2006

ADC urges early implementation of WKCD

The Hong Kong Arts Development Council (ADC) reiterated today the importance
of the West Kowloon Cultural District to the future development of local arts and culture, and
urged for early implementation of the project, with an aim to develop the district into a
world-class arts and cultural hub.

Successful implementation of the WKCD will help resolve the pressing needs of
venues and facilities as well as provide ample space and opportunities for the future
development of local arts and cultural sector.

The ADC made an appeal to the soon-to-be formed advisory body and the future
management authority to carefully re-consider the views and opinions expressed by the local
arts and cultural sector. Since the announcement of the project in 2003, the ADC had
organized an extensive consultation including three thematic seminars, five consultation
sessions and two questionnaires to collect views from the arts community. Based on the views
and data collected, the ADC submitted two response papers containing recommendations from
the arts community to the government in June 2005 and January 2006 respectively. The list of
suggestions included the need to establish a 1,200-seat theatre for xiqu, an Arts Education
Development Centre and a Literary Centre, etc, representing the needs of the arts and cultural
sector.

To maximize the cost effectiveness of the project, the ADC also recommended that
the Government adopt a more flexible approach in designing the “hardware” for the district
and consider, when necessary relaxing the restriction on plot ratio so as to allow more space
for the development of arts and cultural facilities.

The development of arts and culture in Hong Kong requires not only government
support, but the participation and contribution of the community. The ADC agreed to the
private-public-partnership concept in the development of WKCD project.

The Arts Development Council will continue to closely monitor the development of
the WKCD project, in particular the overall design and planning as well as the integration of
hardware and software. It will also continue to collect and reflect the views of the local arts
and cultural sector.

- End -

Press inquiries: please contact Ms Wendy Tso, Corporate Communications Manager, at 2820
1031.
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