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15 September 2006

Mr Justin TAM ‘

Council Secretary(1)3
Legislative Council Secretariat
3/F, Citibank Tower

3 Garden Road

Hong Kong

Dear Mr Tam,

Meeting between Legislative Councillors and
Yau Tsim Mong District Council Members on 22 June 2006

The Poverty Alleviation Policy, Objectives and Plans of
the Government and the Districts

Thank you for your letter of 21 August 2006 relaying the views of
Legislative Councillors and Yau Tsim Mong District Counci] Members on the
poverty alleviation policy, objectives and plans of the Government and the
districts.

The Administration has all along attached great importance to district
work so as to better respond to the demands of the people. We fully agree that
the District Councils (DCs) play a pivota) role in district administration. As
stated by the Chief Executive in his 2005 Policy Address, the Government will
continue to strengthen district work, enhance the co-ordination function of
District Management Committees and further expand the role of DCs. The
Government will also make available more channels for the public to participate
in the discussion and management of district affairs.
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Regarding poverty alleviation work in the districts, the Home Affairs
Department (HAD) has been working closely with the Commission on
Poverty (CoP). To alleviate poverty at district level, some DCs, government
departments and local organisations have formed working groups and
cross-sector platforms to better assess the poverty situation of the districts, and
mobilise community resources to meet their needs. Their valuable experiences
in poverty alleviation are useful examples for other districts to follow.

In view of the above, the CoP is conducting the Study on
“District-based Support for the Disadvantaged”. The main objectives of the
Study are to collect information on the best practices of implementation and
co-ordination of poverty alleviation work at district level in order to facilitate the
setting of directions for district-based approach in alleviating poverty. Upon
completion of the Study in early 2007, the CoP will make more specific and
concrete recommendations to enhance poverty alleviation work at district level.

Furthermore, the Financial Secretary has earmarked in the 2006-07
Budget $150 million over the next five years for the further promotion of poverty
alleviation work in districts. In June this year, HAD launched the Enhancing
Self-Reliance Through District Partnership Programme (the Programme) to
sponsor non-profit making organisations for implementing sustainable poverty
alleviation work at district level that helps to enhance self-reliance, in particular
the socially disadvantaged groups. As at 31 August 2006, a total of 82
applications have been received. HAD and the Programme’s Advisory
Committee will examine the applications and meet the applicants in the coming
six weeks. 'We hope to award the first batch of grants around the end of October
this year. . :

We will continue to maintain good communication with CoP, DCs, all
relevant Government departments as well as local organisations, and to actively
promote cross-sector cooperation and to enhance effective partnership among all
parties. We will implement poverty alleviation policy at district level through
concerted efforts. :

Yours sincerely,

(Ms Margaret Hsia)
for Director of Home Affairs

c.c. Commission on Poverty Fax No.: 2525 6929
(Attn.: Miss Joanne Chu)
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