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Date: 9 March 1998
Situation: debate on privilege matter
Procedure: question of privilege, followed by a motion

Parliamentary inquiry: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a question of privilege that arises
from a circumstance surrounding a newspaper article which appeared in the March 8
edition of the Ottawa Sun. Within that article there were quotations attributed to
Members of this House which, in my view, constitute an overt and outrageous attempt
to intimidate you, the Speaker of this House, and collectively the House itself...1
would suggest that this article, which appears in public, affects the integrity of this
entire House...While it might be argued that these statements were made outside the
House and therefore should not fall under the purview or rubric of the question of
privilege, | would suggest that it is clear from the precedents that this House has
addressed such matters of contempt in the past.

Chair’s ruling: I find a prima facie case and | am going to permit the Hon. House
leader of the Progressive Conservative Party to put his motion.

Action taken: The question of privilege was referred to the Standing Committee on
Procedure and House Affairs (SCPHA) for examination.

Decision made: SCPHA presented its report to the House on 27 April 1998. The
report concluded that the quotations attributed to the Members were not intended to
be contemptuous of the House or the Speaker, and thus did not bring into question the
integrity of the House and the Speaker. The report was concurred on 5 May 1998.

Source: House of Commons Edited Hansard, Parliament of Canada, 10 March 1998, and the
Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs, 29 the Report on the Integrity of the
House of Commons and its servant the Speaker, 23 April 1998.
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