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The World Health Organisation is
“extremely concerned”. that Hong
Kong officiels have reached a'com-
promise to allow the Mild Seven
cigarette brand 1 remain on sale -
ﬂymglntheface of a part to ban
descriptions - the Sun-

day Moming Post has learned. -
In & confidendal letter to local
officials ast week, the WHO ad-
vised Hong Kong to-comply fufly
with a recent global ant-smoking
Ireaty which, among other mea-

sures, will ban the use of thé word

“mild” op cigaretie packs lest [t
mislead people into believing the
contents are less

China is a signatory to the
framewuork Cogventon on Tobac-
co Contro! and Hoog Kong must
fulfil all obligations under the treaty
by January 2009 at lhe latest, said
Burke Fishburn, co-ordinator of
the Tobacco Free Initiative for the
WHO westemnn Pacific regional
office.

The notice was given in the

same week local anti-srmoking lob-

byists accused Mild Seven's Japa.
nese manufacturer of exploiting &
legal loophole by tradermnarking Lhe
brand name Salem Lights - lncor-
potating the soon-to-be banned
fQavour description.

Last month, health officials
caved n to pressure from Japan To-
bacoo, represented by barrister Mi-
chael Thomas. He threatened legal
action if Japan Tobacco was not
allowed to sell [n Hong Kong a
brand which uses the word “mild”
in its trademnarked logo rather than
as a favour description.

In response, officials have
allowed trademarked brands sold
or registered in Hong Kong before
the pact takes effect to remaln o
sale provided they bear warmings
the words do oot indicate the can-
tents are less harmful than othess.

Mr Pishburp noted Article 11 of
the treaty stipulates that courtries
ban tobacco product packaging
and labelling - including trade-
marks —that are misleading,

The terms “mUd”, “low tar”,
Tlight” and “ultra-light* were spe-
cifically prohibited, he said,

Legislatdve ameadments Lo

smoking laws being scrutinised by
lawmakers

in Hong Kang will force

‘cigarette makers to remove mis-

leading favour descriptions using
these words,

"Hong Kong aims to meet the
co:m:utlon s nhllganons atep by

step.
Mr Blshbum sald: “We were|
recently alerted ... to attempts to

‘undermine the government's
. efforts to ban the use of misleading

terms on tobacco products, We are
extremely conceined about this,

. “We hope Hong Kong will be
successful in banning misieading
lerms on tobacco products.”

Colncidentally, Japan Tobacco
has filed 16 applications (o the

_ trademark registry within two

weeks of the government's January
cancessions.

"Of these, seven were for new
brand Salern Lights and five were
so-called product extensions of
Mild Seven.

Albert Chan Yu-chung. vice-
presideat for North Asian and Aus-
‘ralasian corparate affairs at Japan

Tobacco, denied the lings were 10
introduce the word “light” inte ils
trademarks.

He s2id the seven Salem Lights
logos would be launched to tele-
brate the companty’s 50th anniver-
sary this year,

Mild Seven One, Md Seven

White Ultra Low and cthers
are brands being sold elsewhere in
the world They are being consid-
ered for laundy In Hong Xong and
trademarks arebeh:g regisiered as
a precautionary measure to deter
counterfeiting, hesaid. -

Permitting use of misleading words in brand names is against spirit of global anti-smoking treaty, UN agency says

HK deal to allow Mild Seven worries WHO
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