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How tobacco tried to promote its friendly face

e . : enny Fung Ma Kit-han, 3 se-
) S L nior Philip Mords Asia execu-
D Yy .. .. % X tive with high-ievel sontacts
scross Hoog Kong'ssocizl and potit-
ical spectrum, wrote many conli-
dential memuos that &re among the
documents now-released.

On March 10, 1992, forexample,
Ms Fung, 2 former £ sasemer Coune
il executive. whose husband Ricky
Fung Choi-cheung is the Legisiztive
Council Sectetarial secoetary-gener-
al, wrote 4 memo titled, Funding
Requesis ior Hong Xong Projacts; to
hes senior, Matthew Winokur,

“The first conceens the sponsor-
ship of Roland Petit and the Ballet
Nationale de- Marseille in Novem-
bar, 1982 " savs Ms Pung's meme.
*“This wiil be the highlight of the
1992 Regional Couneil Festival
which PM. [Philip Morris] is boping
1o co-sponsor with 1the council. You
would of course recall that in L1987
the Urban Council, the Regional
Council’s sounterpart in the urban
area, passed a rasolution of not ac-

=pting sponsorship from corpora-
tiops whose business includes to-
bacce.- The Regional Council
followed suit and the same resolu-
tion was passed soon afterwards.
© "Despite grewing anti-smeking
“sentiments, it came as a pleasant
surprise 1hat the ruling s revers ted
by the Regional Councilt in Decem-
. ber 1990. For this, we have to thank
" Haider Barma, who, being 2 most
open-mindéd and pragmatic ol
servant, as well ag 2 zood friead of
‘PM, instigared the reversal when he
was Direstor of Regional Services,
head of'the Regionai Council's execs
sEive amm..

“Ngthing hzppened in 1991
since the lobacco companies, hard
knewthe lmpmanca aof spon:nrshlp It the community it by the tax incrcase, somehow

“froze’” Lheir sponsorship budests.
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Daiing that tiome, Haider wis trans-
feired mnd in bis place we leave an-
other ofd-time friend, Adolf Hsu
[}eputy Secretary for Heallh and
Welfare in the mid 1980s]. He ap-

‘proached us Foc the Rolund Petit

spoasurship and both Por and |
fowm) the ofler difficuld Ly
du\\-n

“The reasons sremany, Firs), itis
unprecedented for any puble body,
1et sloné the Regionat Couecil which
is the Goverpen) m the eyes of e
public, to buckbrack on g policy that

is in ling with the Government' 5

stance on smuking. Nop-action oR
our purd would quickly peampt a
change of heart, More su, PM'S 111-

volvement willbe aslap in ths (ace of

the Urban Council chairmyan wha

aisn chainrs the Council on Smoking.

amd Heslth {COSH)Y

{1 Runald Leung Ding-bong
was chai man of the Usban Couneil
wnd COSH at the tine).

The memo-condinues: *Thiidly,
the Regional Council hag o its
Toard four directly elocied Legisha-
tive Councillors, theee of whom
were directly elected fvom the Mew
‘Tergitarics geogrophical contituen-
cies, They would smtiy recugniss
s elforts in bringing to their vol-
ers 8 presngmus cullurw) event. The

: spmu.m:.hup will also peesend agood

opportanily Lo gain acdcss t these
m.wly clected Jegislators.

“The Lotat cust of beinging in Ro-
land Paetit s HKS3 S million (ic

1S$450,000). Usually a corporate
snonsor isexpected o pay balluf this
cxpenses. We have iowever negoti-

ated it down to USERE,000, nule-

give of sn-kind ad spend.”

"Adolf is most exclied about aur
possiile involvement. Detter still,
be 18 willing to brace himscll for crir
ieisitys from the antis, along with the
whaole of Regional Coweik.

*The second project is sponsor-
ship of the Hong Kong Team's par-
ticipation in‘the 1992 Paralympics

in fladeetona. | soppose 1 need not |

teiterate on Lhe justifications for
supportingthiscause. However, one
added “iliss” is that with the recant
deletion ofvne Deputly Secretary for

Health and Welfare post frem the
branch, Helea Yue, lhe remaming

deputy who used To handle just
Yhiealth issues, now has the wellure
portfolio as weli.

“Tt will certainly gain us a ot ol
brovnie poinis if Yue is persunally
aware of our conteibutions in this
area.’

Contacted by the Posi, Haider

Racnia, whin rotired (ram the Gove

crimaent in 1996, said of the indino:
"It could well he right, bt to the
uninitiated or the casual reader it

may supgest that | batled for thelin- |

terestsof Philip Mornis or the tohos-
co indnstry. 1 make the point cm-
phaticatly that would be a {otally
wrong conelusion. We wanted 19
promole cuttursl and sportieg
¢veats and corporale companies

Jiad the abifity o finance 1hese,

From my perspective it was doue (o
promole sports and calture rathber
thin the tobavco tndustry. They
never usked me if we would help

them with kableying. | don's think § -

have lobbied for-them in that sense,

of atall, Dwouldwet duthat, it would

be fmpaoper.'
Adolf Hsu isung, who reticed

* from the Govecnment last year to be

the managing divectorof New World
First Bus, said pary of his furmer job

" gy Regional Services IHreclor was (o

“enrich the quaiiy of life of the
pwplc" snd be songht Phitip Mor-
ris sponsorstitp to achieve this ead.’

‘I was alwayy happy to have
spansors in atcondance wilh conncil
policy,”” MrHsa tofd the Posr, b ilid
not approve il on my own, [ went to
!heumnml witha proper (.nunul pa-

per. Jenny Fung is & Jriced, yes, Noy, -

1 never lobbiead for 1he bvdusisy.”

_uhlrymg wak clel.liy alaige part -

of Ms Fung's job in Hong ICong Ry

the tobacco industry. In December,

1988, shie briefed ket senine Mr
Winukur abowt jnjensive bebind-
the:soenes efforts 10 dissuade Ca-
thay Pacifie munagement from in-
trextucing smoking bans on cerlain
short-haul ights,

“Rothman’s representalives in
London topk the matier up with
Cathay's parent company, Juhn
Swire & Soni in Londan,™ her

.memo says. CLegigtative Council-

lors close w the Cathay manage-
mienl wers regiesled 10 dissuade
Catbay's directors, Cathay Pacilic
directors were appma-.!md by indi-
vidual cigarclis companies.
“Unlortanaicty, this (ime our
lobbying cftoets had nut buen sne-
cessful mi that all the prople whom
we approached fell that it waz not
unreasonable 1o ban smokimg on

shazl Kasds, T brief, it had been 2
hard nut £o erack. The ouly consola-

. lion wils lhal wur kibliying dnl_pm

dJuee cectain compromises,”
According (o Ms Fung's menw,
the compromises iwcluded intro-
ducing the-non-sinoking fighis ona’
Inited triad basis on ane unpopular
dasty aght 1o Taipe, vither than
outright as initiafly env:sabal Fur-
thermare, it would be a Mol with

. 1o fanfare and publicity”™, an impor-
" rant win fur an indusiry keeu fo roll.

back the momgntwn of public sup-
port for aon-smoking Bights awd
pubilic places.

The memo cuntinees: “Tao dale,
nof even the teavel apents have been
notified of the move. The waseiva-
tiun desk would only ndvise passens

. gers of ichan \vlu:u shey buok thay

specific fight”

In Felbruary, 199), snder thc
heading of limportant fssues Ahcad,
M3 Fung proposed ina mematober
Philip, Morris Asia boss, Dunald
Harris, trat the company * eni,dg;
ccantmists of good sociatfacadentic
standing to conduct rusearch to re-
fute spurious clains by the antis
about social costs of smoking i
HE™ In the saae memo under the
headng Au..umpl(shmcnls in
1989790, Ms Fung wroilcin glowing

“tevms vl the effurts ul‘[!))\l'ataf!er] )

Brenda Chow Kam-wah, who Ven-
celled Berseli™ in the lobbying of
District Board chaimeen over a bid
{0 forestall bans on adverdi ahmg wnad
sponsorship.

“Her succeasful lobying of DB

“membiers, 218 aad sports growps

have genclated overwleliting sup-
port Foe the industry, It is heace un-
likely that the Government will pro-
ceed with the proposed baas.™

MsFungdid aof yerurn the Hast's
calls.




