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Secretary for the Environment,
Post
Transport and Works
Environment, Transport and Works Bureau
(Attn: Miss Sara TSE, AS (Env)2C)
10/F, Citibank Tower
3 Garden Road
Central
Hong Kong

By Fax (2136 3347) and By

6 February 2004

Dear Miss TSE
Waste Disposal (Amendment) Bill 2003
I am scrutinising the legal and drafting aspects of the Bill and have the
following comments:
A.
Under section 2(1) of the Bill, "clinical waste" is proposed to mean
waste consisting of any substance, matter or thing belonging to any of the groups
specified in Schedule 8 that is generated in connection with, inter alia,(a)

a veterinary practice;

(b)

a veterinary research; or

(c)

a veterinary laboratory practice,

but does not include chemical waste or radioactive waste.
Group 3 of Schedule 8 proposes to include all human and animal tissues,
organs and body parts as well as dead animals, but exclude dead animals and animal
tissues, organs and body parts arising from veterinary sources or Chinese medicine
practices.
"Animal waste" is defined in clause 2(1) of the Waste Disposal
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Ordinance (Cap 354) ("the Ordinance") to mean, inter alia, any dead animal or any
part of any dead animal not fit for, or not intended for, human consumption.
Please clarify:
(1)

Whether "veterinary sources" includes a veterinary practice, a veterinary
research and a veterinary laboratory practice as stipulated in clause 2(1)?

(2)

Are there any dead animals and animal tissues, organs and body parts
generated in Chinese medicine practices?

(3)

Whether "a dead animal or any part of any dead animal, which is not fit
for, or not intended for, human consumption" and "not arising from
veterinary sources or Chinese medicine practices" will be classified as
"clinical waste" or "animal waste" or otherwise?

B.
The proposed section 11 prohibits a person to collect or remove
chemical or clinical waste unless he is the holder of a licence under section 10(5) or
authorized pursuant to any regulation made under section 33(1)(ca).
The proposed section 16 prohibits the disposal of chemical or clinical
waste by a person unless he is the holder of a licence from the Director of
Environmental Protection or authorized pursuant to any regulation made under section
33(1)(da).
Please confirm whether there will be two sets of provisions under the
Bill providing respectively for the granting of licence or authorization for the
collection or disposal of chemical or clinical waste?
C.
There are seven schedules to the Ordinance, namely, the First to the
Seventh Schedules. Four new schedules, namely, Schedule 8 to Schedule 11, are
proposed to be added in the Bill. Should these four schedules be referred to as the
Eighth Schedule, the Ninth Schedule, the Tenth Schedule and the Eleventh Schedule
for the sake of consistency?
D.
Should item AD200 proposed to be added to the Seventh Schedule be
described as "Waste consisting of or containing of specification or outdated chemicals
that render the waste as chemical waste"?
E.

I enclose my comments on the Chinese text of section 20I and 23D.

F.
Is the Hong Kong a party to the Basle Convention? How does the
Basle Convention apply to Hong Kong?
It is appreciated that your reply in both Chinese and English could reach
us on or before 13 February 2004.
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Yours sincerely

(Monna LAI)
Assistant Legal Adviser

Encl

