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Item No. 1 - FCR(2004-05)35

RECOMMENDATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT SUBCOMMITTEE
MADE ON 8 DECEMBER 2004

The Chairman put the item to vote. The Committee approved the proposal.

Item No. 2 - FCR(2004-05)36

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PUBLIC WORKS SUBCOMMITTEE
MADE ON 15 DECEMBER 2004

2. The Chairman put the item to vote. The Committee approved the proposal.
3. As the Secretary for Education and Manpower (SEM) had not yet arrived,

the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 2:33 pm. The meeting was resumed at
2:35 pm upon the arrival of SEM.
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Item No. 3 - FCR(2004-05)37

HEAD 156 — GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT : EDUCATION AND
MANPOWER BUREAU

+ Subhead 700 General non-recurrent

Item 027 Project Yi Jin

4. The Chairman informed members that the Panel on Manpower was
consulted on the proposal at its meeting on 16 December 2004.

5. Mr LAU Chin-shek, Chairman of the Panel on Manpower, said that the
Panel generally supported the proposal, but had highlighted a number of issues
which needed to be addressed. Members considered that the course fee for Project
Yi Jin (PYJ) should be further reduced, and that the elements of PYJ should be
incorporated into the curriculum of senior secondary schools in future. There was
also concern among Panel members about the future position of PYJ following the
implementation of the proposed reform of the academic structure for senior
secondary education and higher education.

6. Dr YEUNG Sum said that Members of the Democratic Party (DP) were in
support of the proposal as PYJ provided an alternative education pathway and
expanded the continuing education opportunities for low achievers in the Hong
Kong Certificate of Education Examination (HKCEE). Members of DP however
were concerned about the way forward for PYJ given the proposed development of a
new senior secondary and higher education academic structure. In reply, SEM said
that PYJ had proven successful and was now, under a pilot scheme, open to Form 5
students without having to obtain unsatisfactory results from the HKCEE first. The
long-term future of PYJ would be reviewed taking into account the outcome of the
current public consultation on the proposed reform of the academic structure which
would expire on 19 January 2005. Since the reform of the academic structure for
senior secondary education and higher education would not be implemented
before 2008, PYJ would continue to run for at least three more academic years in
view of its success in providing a practical alternative pathway for continuing
education for those not suitable for pursuing the traditional academic curriculum in
secondary schools.

7. The Chairman put the item to vote. The Committee approved the proposal.

Item No. 4 - FCR(2004-05)38

Head 156 - GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT : EDUCATION AND
MANPOWER BUREAU

+ Subhead 700 General non-recurrent

Item 346  Grant to an Early Retirement Ex-gratia Payment Fund

8. The Chairman informed members that the Panel on Education was consulted
on the proposal at its meeting on 13 December 2004.
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9. Dr YEUNG Sum, Chairman of the Panel on Education, said that the Panel
generally supported the proposal which would help ease the problem of surplus
teachers and create more employment opportunities for fresh graduates. Some
Panel members however had reservation on the proposed relaxation of eligibility
criteria to allow schools without class reduction and teachers who would retire in a
few years’ time to join the Scheme even though the proposal would not incur
additional financial implications for the Government.

10. Mrs Selina CHOW said that Members of the Liberal Party (LP) were
concerned that the proposed relaxation would encourage good teachers to leave the
teaching force earlier. As such, LP Members would only support the proposal if
the Administration could ensure that schools would endeavour to retain the services
of good teachers. SEM explained that applications under the Early Retirement
Scheme would have to be supported by school principals/School Management
Committees. He assured members that where there was a need to retain the service
of a particular teacher, the school authority concerned would not support his/her
application for early retirement.

11. The Chairman put the item to vote. The Committee approved the proposal.

12. The Chairman reminded members that the next meeting of the Finance
Committee would be held on Friday, 4 February 2005, at 2:30 pm.

13. The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 pm.
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