
 
 

The Culture and Heritage Commission Museum Working Group’s 
Study on Museum Development 

 
 
 The Culture and Heritage Commission (CHC) has formed a 
Working Group on Museums to study the functional positioning and future 
development modes of public museums. 
 
 The CHC Working Group on Museums held 8 meetings from 
January 2001 to August 2002, during which Members discussed and 
considered the papers attached on future development of new museums.  
Their major observations and recommendations were as follows : 
 
 • Because of Hong Kong’s late start in museum building, we are 

far behind international metropolises such as New York, 
London, Paris and Tokyo in terms of the number of museums.  
According to a survey, all of the above cities have over 100 
museums while Hong Kong has only about 20. 

 
 • According to the International Council of Museums, the main 

functions of a museum include acquisition, research, exhibition 
and education.  The function of education is growing in 
importance among museum services today.  Museums are 
becoming more proactive in reaching out to the public to forge 
a closer relationship.  In order to broaden the exposure of our 
young generation, new museums with various themes would be 
needed. 

 
 • “Flagship” museum (such as Museum of Modern Art, Museum 

of Ink Painting) should be established to showcase the cultural 
characteristics of Hong Kong and the region.  These museums 
could be located in the West Kowloon Cultural District. 

 
 The above suggestions were submitted to the CHC for 
consideration and were adopted as the recommendations included in the 
CHC Policy Recommendation Report in 2003. 

 
 

Home Affairs Bureau 
April 2005 
 

Annex D
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CONFIDENTIAL 
CHC/M/09/01 

For the meeting on 
19th November 2001 
 

Working Group on Museums 
Proposals for Museum Development 

 
Purpose 
This paper seeks to review the development plan of public museums and consider a 
proposal by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) on new museums 
as key areas of development in the coming ten years and a related proposal on 
functional re-alignment of museum services. 
 
Background 
2. In May this year, Members of the Working Group on Museums under the Culture 
and Heritage Commission (CHC) discussed the preliminary proposals set out in the 
paper entitled “Development of Public Museums in Hong Kong” (Ref: 
CHC/M/06/01).  This paper now seeks to summarize past discussions, propose new 
museums as key areas of development in the coming ten years and consider proposals 
on functional re-alignment of existing museum services arising from the proposed 
changes. 
 
The Role of Museums 
3. The International Council of Museums (ICOM) has defined a museum as “a 
non-profit making, permanent institution in the service of society and its development, 
and open to the public which acquires, conserves, researches, communicates and 
exhibits, for purposes of study, education and enjoyment, material evidence of people 
and their environment.” 
 
4. The LCSD has since its establishment coordinated the territory-wide provision of 
public museum services and has, based on the “customers-oriented” principle, drawn 
up its vision, mission and values as detailed at Annex I.  Museums under the 
department have formulated different working policies on the basis of their different 
themes. 
 
Museum Development in Hong Kong 
5. Modern museums have a history of over two hundred years.  However, Hong 
Kong museums have a much shorter history of only forty odd years.  The key factor 

WKCD-132.1



 2

to museum development lies in the building up of a representative collection to reflect 
cultural development.  The building up of a collection hinges much on the efforts of 
museum staff with specialist knowledge and professional experience.  Museum 
development may thus be viewed as “human beings-oriented” and organic, the 
success of which would not solely depend on the provision of a new site or a new 
building. 
 
6. The professional Curator Grade of the LCSD numbers about 140 officers, who 
are streamed into four different disciplines, namely, art, history, science and 
conservation.  The minimum requirement for entry into the grade is a bachelor 
degree in the relevant stream.  They then receive on-the-job training at different 
positions as well as training offered by overseas research institutes.  A number of 
Curator Grade officers have pursued studies after work and gained qualifications of 
master or doctoral degrees.  Since 1997, the Hong Kong Government in cooperation 
with the University of Sydney, Australia and the School of Professional and 
Continuing Education of the University of Hong Kong have been running a one-year 
postgraduate diploma programme in museum studies in Hong Kong.  Some 100 
Curator Grade officers have by now received local or overseas training by attending 
postgraduate level courses which offer diplomas or degrees.  The rest of the Curator 
Grade officers are receiving training at a rate of about 15 to 20 persons per year.  
Therefore, there is now quite a substantial team of home-grown museum professionals 
to meet future museum development needs. 
 
Global Trend in Museum Development 
7. All over the world, the general trend of development has been from 
comprehensive museums to subject museums.  Big cities have generally undergone a 
process of establishing large-scale comprehensive museums first, to adding 
smaller-scale museums on different subjects later.  In one single city, museums at 
state, provincial, municipal and regional levels as well as private-run museums of 
different scales may co-exist with collections of a similar or different nature.  
Together they form an integrated network of heritage preservation and exhibition.  
Various museums hold major thematic exhibitions on a regular basis to supplement 
their limited scope of collections. 
 
8. With cultural tourism being an emerging industry, big cities all over the world 
are striving to build new museums to complement their policies on public education, 
lifelong learning, boosting of tourism and promotion of the public's sense of identity.  
According to two visitor surveys conducted, tourists made up 30% of all the visitors 
to the Hong Kong Museum of Art.  Results of a survey conducted by the former 
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Hong Kong Tourist Association a few years ago also show that among cultural and 
leisure activities in Hong Kong, museums interest tourists most.  A benchmark 
survey conducted in 2000 by the MDR Technology Ltd., a consultant company 
commissioned by the LCSD, reveals that the level of public satisfaction with 
museums was as high as 81.2%.  Hong Kong should therefore develop its museum 
services to catch up with the standard of other world cities, to enrich the cultural life 
of the public and to promote cultural tourism. 
 
Proposal on New Museums in Hong Kong 
9. Prior to establishing new public museums in Hong Kong, a comprehensive 
review of the existing facilities will help to identify any gaps to fill so as to provide a 
more complete network of museum service.  Building on the foundation of the 
existing museums, new museums in the 21st century in Hong Kong should be subject 
museums so as to reflect the cultural and historical environment from different angles 
and in a diversity of ways.  New museums must have relevance to people’s daily life, 
with flexible and interactive ways of presentation.  Moreover, museums to be built 
must have innovative themes, taking into account the availability of representative 
collections, professional museum planning staff for deployment, suitable sites and 
sources of funding. 
 
10.  In view of the aforesaid, the latest development in site selection, as well as the 
LCSD's mission of developing the services rendered by museums of art, history and 
science, we now put forward our plan for priority development of new museums in 
the coming decade and propose a corresponding re-alignment of the functions of 
current museums. 
 

(A)  Art Museums 
(a)  Existing Facilities 

(i)  Large-scale Museums 
The present Hong Kong Museum of Art at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre 
was opened in 1991.  The Museum's forerunner was part of the City Museum 
and Art Gallery (1962-1975) at the City Hall, which was split into a Hong 
Kong Museum of Art and a Hong Kong Museum of History in 1975.  The 
Hong Kong Museum of Art mainly focuses on the acquisition of local art as 
well as Chinese antiquities, paintings and calligraphy.  Through the holding 
of thematic exhibitions, it helps introduce to the public the world’s art trends 
as well as the traditions of Chinese arts and culture.  Opened in the year 2000, 
the Hong Kong Heritage Museum has a Chao Shao-an gallery and a T.T. Tsui 
gallery of Chinese arts can be categorized as galleries of art.   
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(ii)  Small-scale Museums 
The Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware was opened in 1984, with its 
premises converted from the former residence of the Commander of British 
Forces. Its core business is to introduce to the public Chinese tea ware and 
promote the art of Chinese tea drinking.  There is a new wing devoted to 
displaying its collections of renowned ceramics and seals of ancient China.    

 
(b)  The Way Forward 
Situated at the estuary of the Pearl River, Hong Kong shares a significant part of 
the Lingnan culture.  Local museums should therefore explore the cultures of 
Hong Kong and the Lingnan area at large, promote traditional Chinese culture 
and enhance public appreciation of the world’s art. 

 
(c) New Museums Proposed  

(1) Hong Kong Museum of Modern Art 
Ever since its establishment, the Hong Kong Museum of Art has been striving 
to raise the standard of local art as one of its major objectives.  Before 2000, 
the former Provisional Urban Council has endorsed a proposal of establishing 
a museum of contemporary art with an area of over 8,000 square metres in 
Kowloon Park..  The local art circle has been hoping that it will be 
implemented.  The LCSD therefore considers that there should be a Hong 
Kong Museum of Modern Art in the proposed cultural district on West 
Kowloon Reclamation to highlight 20th century and contemporary visual arts 
of Hong Kong.  In recent years, various kinds of Hong Kong design have 
been highly regarded and the quality of Hong Kong’s photography has long 
received international acclaim.  The proposed Hong Kong Museum of 
Modern Art should therefore include such applied arts as design and 
photography as well. 

 
(2)  Ink Museum 

If resources permit, members may also wish to consider the establishment of a 
unique “Ink Museum”.  The Chinese ink art has two major modes of 
expression, namely, calligraphy and painting, which form the backbone of 
Chinese traditional art.  As a special art form of the Chinese culture, ink art 
has long had an impact on the core cultures of such neighbouring countries as 
Korea, Japan and Vietnam.  It represents a concept of Oriental culture.  The 
promotion and development of ink art relates to the future of Chinese culture 
and has significance in cultural strategy. 
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The Ink Museum will have two missions: (1) to acquire and display 
contemporary works of art of high quality, emphasizing the several thousand 
years of deep-rooted tradition orthodoxy behind new ink art, and establishing 
on this basis a brand new contemporary ink art entity;  (2) through the 
establishment of the new art entity, to stress the self-propelling sustainability 
and propensity to embrace other cultures intrinsic in Chinese ink art. 
 

(d)  Proposed Related Functional Re-alignment of Existing Museums 
If the proposal to establish a Museum of Modern Art is endorsed, the existing 
Hong Kong Museum of Art should concentrate on the promotion of traditional 
Chinese paintings, calligraphy and antiquities.  (similar to the Shanghai 
Museum).  At the same time, the Hong Kong Heritage Museum should explore 
the possibility of transferring to the Hong Kong Museum of Art its collection of 
Chinese antiquities at the T.T. Tsui Gallery of Chinese Art, as well as its 
collection of paintings and calligraphy at the Chao Shao-an Gallery.  As the 
collections of these two Galleries are mainly donations, discussion with the 
donors should take place before any changes which might affect the contractual 
terms of donations are made.  Upon the establishment of the Hong Kong 
Museum of Modern Art, the collection of contemporary art in different media at 
the Hong Kong Museum of Art and the contemporary art collection of the 
Heritage Museum, including photography and design, should be transferred to 
the Hong Kong Museum of Modern Art to build up the collections of the new 
museum.   

 
On the other hand, the Hong Kong Museum of Art, assuming its new role as a 
museum for traditional Chinese calligraphy, paintings and antiquities, would 
need an enormous addition of related collections/exhibits.  Apart from the 
continued purchase of selected valuable items with the Museum’s limited 
resources, it would need strong support from local collectors and Mainland 
museums in the form of donation or loan for long-term exhibitions.   

 
(B)  History Museums  

(a)  Existing Facilities 
(i)  Large-scale Museums 
Since the commencement of its independent operation in 1975, the Hong 
Kong Museum of History has been committed to the collection of relics and 
records relating to the archaeology, history, ethnography and natural history of 
Hong Kong as well as South China.  With the launching of its permanent 
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exhibition “The Hong Kong Story” in August 2001, the Hong Kong Museum 
of History is now fully open.  The Hong Kong Heritage Museum, as a 
comprehensive museum, has its collections covering history, art and culture. 
Its history collections mainly relate to Cantonese Opera and the New 
Territories.  Situated at the former Lei Yue Mun Fort, the Hong Kong 
Museum of Coastal Defence was opened in 2000, with its main focus on the 
history of coastal defence since the Ming and Qing dynasties.  The Hong 
Kong Film Archive, opened in the year 2001, mainly concerns itself with the 
preservation of local films and related materials for research. 

 
(ii)  Small-scale Museums 
Most of the small-scale museums are established on historical sites with their 
respective and unique themes, examples of which include the Lei Cheng Uk 
Han Tomb Museum (1957), the Sheung Yiu Folk Museum (1984), the Hong 
Kong Railway Museum (1985), the Sam Tung Uk Museum (1987) and the 
Police Museum (1988).  

 
(b)  The Way Forward 
History museums should focus on the preservation of local heritage and the study 
of history to promote the public's sense of identity and understanding of local 
history. 

 

(c) Renewal and Development Proposals for Existing Museums 
The Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb Museum in Sham Shui Po is a relic of extremely 
high historical value with great cultural tourism potential.  It is a pity that the 
area is small with not too many exhibits.  It is now proposed that part of the 
neighbouring gardens be used as a museum extension to provide a gallery for 
thematic exhibitions and a replica of the Han tomb for visitors to go inside.  
This is expected to greatly enhance its appeal to viewers. 

 
(d) New Museums Proposed  

(1)  Hong Kong Museum of Moving Images 
Hong Kong is one of the world’s largest film production centres and its 
productions have long been playing an important role in the international 
film industry.  Although we have the Hong Kong Film Archive, it is 
dedicated to the preservation of local films and related materials to facilitate 
film research.  Film production is an integrated art.  The proposed Hong 
Kong Museum of Moving Images should collect film-related objects such 
as paraphernalia of film stars, costumes, props and film projectors.  It 
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should also tell about the principles and development of film technology 
and the history of the local film industry, including the Bruce Lee-fever and 
the popularity of martial arts films.  The proposed Museum should be 
situated in the future cultural district in West Kowloon.  The business 
community may consider building beside the Museum a big cinema 
complex incorporating a six-track high resolution IMAX cinema for the 
screening of hi-tech films.  The establishment of the Museum will receive 
popular support from the film industry.  The Museum, together with the 
Hong Kong Museum of Modern Art, the Ink Museum as well as performing 
facilities in the cultural district, will add charm to the district as a whole. 

 
(2)  Hong Kong Maritime Museum 
Developing from a small fishing village, Hong Kong has now become one 
of the shipping and container transportation centres of the world.  A Hong 
Kong Maritime Museum proposed to be set up will depict the history.  In 
the Museum, there should be collections of different fishing boats or 
vessels such as liners, traditional inshore and distant-water fishing vessels, 
modern motor-driven stern trawlers, converted freight wooden barges, 
ocean liners, container vessels, together with the presentation of various 
fishing techniques and types of fishing equipment.  Other topics like the 
introduction of different species of fish found in local waters and their 
behaviour, the customs, beliefs, daily practices and folk songs of the 
floating population may also be covered.  Besides, the history of Hong 
Kong’s shipping industry, port facilities and re-export trade should also be 
displayed to showcase Hong Kong’s development from a fishing village to 
a centre of shipping and container transport.  The Maritime Museum can 
be established in Aberdeen to become one of the major projects for future 
development of the district. 

 
(3)  Dr. Sun Yat-sen Museum 
Dr. Sun Yat-sen had received education in Hong Kong where he first 
developed his revolutionary ideas.  Revolutionary societies had also been 
active in the territory at the time.  The Central and Western District Board 
has lined up all the relevant historical sites in the district to become a Dr. 
Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail. Further considerations have to be given to the 
location and facilities of the proposed museum. 

 

(4) Sports Museum 
In view of the distinctive achievements of Mainland and Hong Kong 
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athletes in recent years, Members may consider building a museum inside 
the recently proposed large-scale sports complex.  The museum may serve 
to display the achievements of individual athletes as well as the history of 
sports that have originated from China.  It may become an important 
facility of the new sports complex and may prove to be particularly 
well-justified in low seasons.  The addition of a sports library, moreover, 
should also be considered. 

 
(e)  Proposed Related Functional Re-alignment of Existing Museums 
Once the Museum of Modern Art and a museum for traditional Chinese 
paintings, calligraphy and antiquities as proposed above have been established, 
the Hong Kong Heritage Museum should concentrate its effort on developing its 
role as an ethnography museum by fully utilising its existing valuable 
collections of Cantonese opera, etc.  The Museum can also explore new themes 
such as cultural exchange to showcase the uniqueness of Hong Kong’s culture 
by making use of some of its galleries.  Situated at the estuary of the Pearl 
River, Hong Kong is the southern gateway to China and has been playing its role 
as a pivot for cultural exchange between China and the outside world.  The 
existing Hong Kong Museum of Art has collections of Southeast Asian ceramics, 
historical paintings and relevant artefacts, including oil paintings and 
Guangzhou-made artefacts for export, such as ivory ornaments, folding fans, 
silverwares, enamel and porcelain ornaments.  All of them can be transferred to 
the future cultural exchange gallery.  In future, with Hong Kong and the Pearl 
River Delta as the centre, the gallery should endeavour to explore the history of 
cultural interaction between China and the outside world. 
 

(C) Science and Technology Museums 
(a) Existing Facilities 
Unlike conventional museums, the Hong Kong Science Museum, opened in 1991, 
serves as a science centre with mainly interactive exhibits.  Emphasis is put on 
the sensations of visitors during their operation of various exhibits in order that 
they can uncover the mysteries of science and enhance their knowledge.  The 
Hong Kong Space Museum, opened in 1980, focuses on the introduction of 
space science and astronomy.  The Museum also houses an Omnimax cinema. 

 
(b) The Way Forward  
Both museums mainly introduce scientific achievements around the world and 
general knowledge on science and technology.  However, being museums in 
Hong Kong, they should have more local characteristics by collecting and 
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preserving important objects relating to local technological achievements and 
developments.  With their own collections, the two museums can, like other 
museums, contribute to the preservation of local heritage and to the arousal of 
the public’s creativity on science and technology. 

 
(c) Renewal and Development Proposals for Existing Museums  
Generally speaking, a museum should, to a certain extent, renew and develop 
itself after having been established for ten years to maintain its attractiveness and 
to upgrade its service.  Having been in operation for over 20 years, the Hong 
Kong Space Museum has an urgent need to renew its galleries and update its 
exhibits.  The Hong Kong Science Museum, on the other hand, is now 
preparing its Phase II Development Project to construct a new wing on the 
existing carpark, where exhibitions of state-of-the-art technology can be held and 
educational services can be developed.  Since the Museum is adjacent to the 
Hong Kong Museum of History, space can be reserved in the new wing to 
accommodate additional collection storages and conservation laboratories, which 
will enable the two museums to build up their collections in the future. 

 

(d) New Museum Proposed: Hong Kong Transport Museum 

The Planning Department has already earmarked a lot in the South-eastern 
Kowloon Redevelopment area for the construction of a transport museum.  The 
lot is by the waterfront and is situated at the former Kai Tak Airport, which is 
very suitable for the construction of a museum that displays different means of 
local sea, land and air transport.  The Civil Aviation Department and several 
transport agencies intend to donate transport equipment and other related 
artefacts for exhibition.  Members may wish to consider the construction of this 
museum if resources permit.  As for the collections and exhibits on sea 
transport, the focus of this museum differs from that of the Maritime Museum in 
that the former mainly shows the means of transport and the principles of design 
and operation while the latter presents the fishing industry, and shipping and 
container industries in Hong Kong. 

 
Adjustment to Existing Museums 
11. Functional re-alignment and the redeployment of collections and curatorial staff 
among existing museums will be implemented stage by stage to minimize interruption 
to their services to the public. 
 
Recommendation 
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12. The above proposals are for members’ reference.  As for feasibility studies, 
resources implications, priority and implementation schedules for the proposed new 
museums, further detailed examination will be required. 
 
 
Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
 
26th October, 2001 
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Annex 1 
Museum Services Provided by the 

Leisure and Cultural Services Department 
 
Vision 
We aim to provide quality museum services commensurate with Hong Kong’s 
development as a cultural metropolis. 
 
Mission 
Our mission is to: 

! Enrich cultural life by providing quality museum services for all. 
! Promote professionalism and excellence in museum services by collecting 

works of art, historical and technological artefacts strategically, and taking up a 
role in preservation, research, communication, exhibition and education. 

! Preserve historical relics to enhance public awareness of Hong Kong’s cultural 
heritage. 

! Promote synergy with the Education Department, schools, scholars, collectors, 
artists, and cultural and community organizations in enhancing the 
development of museums in the territory. 

! Build a highly motivated, committed and professional workforce. 
 

Values 
We achieve our mission by embracing these core values: 

! Customer focus 
! Quality 
! Professionalism 
! Creativity 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

For discussion            CHC/M/06/01 

on 23 May 2001 

 

Development of Public Museums in Hong Kong 

 

PURPOSE 

 

  To present the preliminary proposals of the Leisure and Cultural 

Services Department (LCSD) on the future development of public museums in 

Hong Kong. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

2.  Members have been provided with two information papers on the state 

of play regarding museum services in Hong Kong, viz., 

CHC/M/1/01 Museum Services in Hong Kong 

 - a situation report 

CHC/M/3/01 Museums of the Leisure and Cultural Services 

Department – their functions, operation and 

budgets. 

 

3.  Subsequently at the last Working Group meeting on 14 March 2001, 

Members requested the LCSD to produce a paper setting out the Department’s 

ideas on the future development of public museums in Hong Kong. 

 

LCSD’s MISSION 
 

4.  The aim of the LCSD has always been to provide quality museum 
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services covering as many aspects of Hong Kong’s artistic and material culture 

as possible as well as modern science and technology. 
 

5.  The LCSD museums function as strongholds in preserving our artistic, 

historical and cultural heritage to foster a strong sense of belonging and identity, 

to be life-long learning and extra-mural educational institutions and to 

contribute to the economic prosperity of society through the provision of 

entertainment and cultural tourism. 
 

6.  In planning to further develop local museum services so as to achieve 

world standards, it is considered necessary to take account of Hong Kong’s 

unique geographical, historical and cultural characteristics, and her strengths 

and weaknesses. 
 

LCSD’s PLAN FOR RE-ALIGNMENT OF MUSEUM SERVICES 
 

7.  Due to the enormous resources required, it may take a long time to 

fully achieve the above goal.  However, it is possible at present to conduct a 

comprehensive stock-taking of what the current position is and to re-align the 

services of the existing museums for better coordination and clearer identities.  

In fact, a number of re-alignment measures have already been implemented, as 

summarised below: 

(a) establishment of a central Conservation Section; 

(b) distinct collection development and exhibition programmes 

between museums; 

(c) joint effort and cooperation amongst museums; 

(d) establishment of an Art Promotion Office. 

 

[See relevant extract from Paper CHC/M/1/01 at Annex I.] 
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8.  Meanwhile, it is timely to consider and plan the provision of new 

museums to satisfy the education and entertainment needs of the local 

population, to promote cultural tourism, and to develop Hong Kong as a 

world-class city with regard to arts and culture. 

 

FUTURE MUSEUMS IN HONG KONG 

 

9.  It is considered that Hong Kong should in the long term have the 

following museums embracing various disciplines of art, history, cultural 

heritage and science and technology, reflecting the functions and the city’s 

uniqueness as set out in paragraphs 5 and 6: 

 

(A) Major Museums 

 

(1) Museum of Chinese Antiquities and Paintings 

(2) Ink Museum 

(3) Museum of Hong Kong Modern Art and Design 

(4) Museum of Hong Kong Folk Culture 

(5) Museum of Lingnan Arts and Culture 

(6) *Hong Kong Museum of History 

(7) *Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence 

(8) Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum 

(9) Museum of Food Culture 

(10) *Hong Kong Film Archive 

(11) Hong Kong Film Museum 

(12) Canto-pop Music Museum 

(13) *Hong Kong Science Museum 

(14) *Hong Kong Space Museum 

(15) Transport Museum 

(16) Museum of Natural History 
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(17) Sports Museum 

 

(B) Small Museums and Historical Buildings/Sites 

 

(18) *Flagstaff House Museum of Tea Ware 

(19) *Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb Museum  

(20) *Law Uk Folk Museum 

(21) *Sheung Yiu Folk Museum 

(22) *Hong Kong Railway Museum 

(23) *Sam Tung Uk Museum 

(24) *Police Force Museum 

(25) *Tai Fu Tai 

(26) *Kang Yung Study Hall 

(27) *Yi Tai Study Hall 

(28) *Wong Uk 

(29) Lui Seng Chun 

(30) Haw Par Mansion 

(31) Engineers’ Quarters of former Yau Ma Tei Pumping Station (“Red 

 Brick House”) 

(32) Postal Museum 

(33) Central Archaeological Repository of the Antiquities & Monuments Office 

(34) Wun Yiu Kiln Site 

*  already in existence 

 

10.  A table setting out their functions, merits and status is at Annex II.  

The status of the museums is classified into: world-class, regional, and local.  

To qualify as a “world-class” museum, a museum should possess very attractive 

collections/exhibitions as well as superb architecture and a pleasant 

environment ─ qualities which attract people from all over the world to come.  
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“Regional” museums will be those of appeal to people in neighboring territories, 

e.g. the Mainland, Taiwan and other South-east Asian countries, while “local” 

museums will be those of smaller scale targeted at local residents to help their 

understanding and awareness of our own traditions and culture. 

 

11.  While some of the proposed museums listed above may be adapted 

from existing museums or historical buildings/sites, nine of them will have to be 

established in new purpose-built buildings or structures.  Details of the 

proposed museums are as follows. 

 

Adaptations of Existing Museums or Historical Buildings/Sites 

 

(1) Museum of Chinese Antiquities and Paintings 

12.  The Museum of Chinese Antiquities and Paintings will be logically 

adapted from the existing Hong Kong Museum of Art, where some 

modifications are already under way to accommodate and display rare items on 

loan from private collectors to supplement the Museum’s existing collections.  

The adapted museum aims to rank among the best of China’s museums in the 

preservation and display of traditional Chinese arts. 

 

(2) Hong Kong Museum of Folk Culture 

13.  In view of its location in the New Territories as well as its strong 

collections of Cantonese opera and other folk arts and craft, the existing Hong 

Kong Heritage Museum building, which comprises 12 exhibition galleries, 

should in future be partly used as a Hong Kong Museum of Folk Culture. 
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(3) Museum of Lingnan Arts and Culture 

14.  It is considered that another part of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum 

building can be used as a Museum of Lingnan Arts and Culture.  Together 

with the Hong Kong Museum of Folk Culture proposed above, it will form an 

impressive museum complex on folk arts and culture. Hong Kong, as an integral 

part of the Lingnan region (South of the Five Ranges, i.e. Guangdong and 

Guangxi Provinces), plays a very important role in the development of the 

Lingnan School of Art.  The unique Lingnan culture in the historical and 

economic development of China has also much to be learnt and admired. 

 

(4) Lui Seng Chun 

15.  The Lui family (of the Kowloon Motor Bus Ltd.) has agreed to donate 

their former residence of the 1930’s to Government.  It is planned to use the 

building as a museum on folk arts and culture (including a small section on the 

history of the Lui family). 

 

(5) Haw Par Mansion 

16. While the Tiger Balm Garden is being demolished for private 

residential development, the Haw Par Mansion and its private garden are 

expected to be preserved.  It is planned to use the premises as a tea 

house-cum-gallery of Shiwan ceramic figurines (including a small display on 

the history of the Aw family). 

 

(6) Engineers’ Quarters of former Yau Ma Tei Pumping Station (“Red Brick 

House”) 

17. The LCSD has in the nick of time salvaged the 120-year-old “Red Brick 

House” in Yau Ma Tei from demolition.  It may be used as a Kowloon branch 

of the Hong Kong Film Archive, which has proved to be very popular. 
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(7) Postal Museum 

18.  Hong Kong has its own very rich postal legacy, not to mention its close 

trading links with the former Treaty Ports.  Both the Hong Kong Museum of 

History and the Hong Kong Post have excellent philatelic collections.  A small 

postal museum, probably in an old army barracks building within Kowloon Park 

in Tsim Sha Tsui, will definitely be able to muster great local and regional 

interest. 

 

(8) Central Archaeological Repository of the Antiquities & Monuments Office 

19.  The LCSD is planning to convert two former barracks buildings in 

Kowloon Park into the Antiquities & Monuments Office’s Central 

Archaeological Repository to facilitate public access to the full array of 

archaeological discoveries made in the past decades in Hong Kong. 

 

(9) Wun Yiu Kiln Site 

20. The Wun Yiu Kiln Site in Tai Po preserves important remains of every 

process of ceramic production from the middle of the Ming Dynasty.  If 

properly developed into a site museum, it will be of regional to world-class 

importance.  However, the associated lands problems will not be easy to 

resolve. 

 

New Museums to be Constructed 

 

(1) Ink Museum 

21.  The proposed Ink Museum will be a monument of a uniquely Chinese 

national aesthetic expression, painting and calligraphy, which embraces 

virtually the entire Chinese cultural narrative cutting across the varied 

disciplines of history, philosophy and religion.  It will also be an 

unprecedented venture in the museum profession worldwide.  Hong Kong is in 

a unique position to establish such an institution because of the geographical 
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location, its professionals’ bilingual capabilities to research and communicate in 

the global context and its accessibility to major collections.  It is destined to 

become a world-class museum if housed in fine architecture blended with 

nature, exclusively on a small island, say in Sai Kung – a Shangri-la setting 

similar to the Miho Museum in Japan.  An alternative site is the West 

Kowloon Reclamation but this is far less attractive.  

 

(2) Museum of Hong Kong Modern Art and Design 

22. The local visual arts community and design profession have long been 

demanding a museum of Hong Kong’s modern art and a museum of design 

(architecture, graphics, jewelry, fashion, etc.).  It is considered that the two 

themes can be merged into one in a museum to be provided on the West 

Kowloon Reclamation or, subject to a feasibility study, in the underground 

shopping mall next to the Hong Kong Museum of Art. 

 

(3) Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum 

23. This museum will not only commemorate Dr. Sun’s unsurpassed 

achievements in modern Chinese history and his connections with Hong Kong, 

but will also help educate our younger generation in our own history.  The 

historical site on Hollywood Road is most suitable for providing this museum. 

 

(4) Museum of Food Culture 

24. Hong Kong has always been renowned as a gourmet’s paradise.  A 

museum depicting the rich diversity of Chinese food culture, coupled with 

catering facilities for food sampling, is bound to be very popular in the region if 

not the world.  It can be part of the recently proposed North Point Waterfront 

Development. 
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(5) Hong Kong Film Museum 

25. Being always styled as the Hollywood of the East, Hong Kong has a 

very rich film legacy.  Recent artistic successes on a world scale seem to bring 

back momentum to the local film industry.  A Film Museum will surely help to 

boost this trend.  It should include the popularly demanded Bruce Lee Gallery 

and a film complex with an IMAX theatre to maximize the entertainment value 

of the development.  The West Kowloon Reclamation would be an ideal site 

for this museum. 

 

(6) Canto-pop Music Museum 

26.  As Canto-pop music has extended its influence to almost the entire 

world, a Canto-pop Music Museum next to the proposed Film Museum would 

add tremendously to the appeal of the latter, and together they would become a 

world-class attraction. 

 

(7) Transport Museum 

27. A site of 1.7 ha has been earmarked by the Planning Department in the 

South East Kowloon Redevelopment Area.  Being close to the waterfront and 

on the site of the old Kai Tai Airport, it is an ideal location for a Transport 

Museum encompassing maritime, aviation and land transport development in 

Hong Kong.  There have also been suggestions that a Maritime Museum be 

separately provided elsewhere (including Aberdeen, Wan Chai Waterfront and, 

on a small scale, as part of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum as proposed by the 

Hong Kong Shipowners Association), but it is considered that much greater 

impact and appeal will be generated if it is part of a purpose-designed Transport 

Museum complex. 
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(8) Museum of Natural History 

28. The existing Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defence has met its 

original objectives adequately and successfully.  Therefore, the site earmarked 

for Phase II of its development can be used to meet other needs.  A museum 

devoted to the natural history of Hong Kong and the neighboring region 

covering topics like geology, fossils, palaeoenvironment, etc will be a very 

significant addition to the local museum services. 

 

(9) Sports Museum 

29.  A museum, within the new sports stadium recently proposed, to 

showcase the achievements of local sportsmen and sportswomen as well as the 

history of various sports of Chinese origin will be an indispensable asset to the 

new stadium, especially during non-peak seasons.  Naturally, a sports library 

should also be provided there. 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

30. This paper offers some preliminary proposals at conceptual stage.  

Depending on Members’ deliberations, the resource implications, order of 

priority and time frame can be worked out at a later stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leisure and Cultural Services Department 

14 May 2001 
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Annex II 
 

Possible Future Public Museums in Hong Kong 
 
 
 

Merits (H - high; M - medium; L - low) Status 
Museum Location Major functions Heritage 

preservation
Education Entertainment Tourism World-class Regional Local 

A. Major Museums          
 (1) Museum of 

Chinese 
Antiquities and 
Paintings 

The existing 
Hong Kong 
Museum of Art 
(MA) 

To preserve and display the 
best items from the 
collections of the MA and 
those on loan from private 
collectors 

H H M H  !  

 (2) Ink Museum A small island, 
say in Sai 
Kung, or West 
Kowloon 
Reclamation 

To preserve and display a 
comprehensive collection of 
ink works, including 
traditional Chinese paintings,
Chinese calligraphy, modern 
ink paintings and 
installations 

H H M H !   

 (3) Museum of 
Hong Kong 
Modern Art 
and Design 

West Kowloon 
Reclamation/ 
underground 
shopping mall 
next to the 
MA(?) 

To preserve and display 
works by Hong Kong artists 
of the 20th Century and 
beyond, together with 
representative design works 
(architecture, graphics, 
jewellry, fashion, etc.) 

H H M H  !  
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Merits (H - high; M - medium; L - low) Status 
Museum Location Major functions Heritage 

preservation
Education Entertainment Tourism World-class Regional Local 

(4) Hong Kong 
Museum of 
Folk Culture  

Part of the 
existing Hong 
Kong Heritage 
Museum 

To preserve and display local 
folk arts, craft and culture 
(including Cantonese opera)

H H H H  !  

(5) Museum of 
Lingnan Arts 
and Culture 

Part of the 
existing Hong 
Kong Heritage 
Museum 

To preserve and display 
artworks by masters of the 
Lingnan School and other art 
and cultural traditions of the 
Guangdong and Guangxi 
Provinces, esp. the Pearl 
River Delta region 

H H H H  !  

 

(6) Hong Kong 
Museum of 
History 

The existing 
Hong Kong 
Museum of 
History 

To depict the natural history, 
prehistory and history of the 
territory 

H H H H  !  

 (7) Hong Kong 
Museum of 
Coastal 
Defence 

The existing 
Hong Kong 
Museum of 
Coastal 
Defence 

To depict Hong Kong's 
history of coastal defence 
since the Ming Dynasty  

H H H H  !  

(8) Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen 
Museum 

Hollywood 
Road 

To depict the life and history 
of Dr. Sun and modern 
Chinese history 

H H M H  !   

(9) Museum of 
Food Culture 

North Point 
Waterfront 

To display the various facets 
of Chinese food culture 
including catering facilities 
for food sampling 

M H H H  !  
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Merits (H - high; M - medium; L - low) Status 
Museum Location Major functions Heritage 

preservation
Education Entertainment Tourism World-class Regional Local 

(10) Hong Kong 
Film Archive 

The existing 
Hong Kong 
Film Archive 

To provide information on 
Hong Kong films and to 
show Hong Kong vintage 
films 

H H M M  !  

(11) Hong Kong 
Film Museum 
(including a 
Bruce Lee 
Gallery, plus a 
film complex 
including an 
IMAX theatre)

West Kowloon 
Reclamation 

To display sets and props, 
costumes and other 
interesting exhibits relating 
to the film industry and film 
personalities of Hong Kong 
(complementary to (10) 
above) 

H H H H !   

(12) Canto-pop 
Music Museum

West Kowloom 
Reclamation 
(next to (11) 
above) 

To display the development 
of Canto-pop music of Hong 
Kong 

M M H H !   

(13) Hong Kong 
Science 
Museum 

The existing 
Hong Kong 
Science 
Museum plus a 
new annex to 
enrich its 
exhibits 

To promote science and 
technology 

M H H M  !  
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Merits (H - high; M - medium; L - low) Status 
Museum Location Major functions Heritage 

preservation
Education Entertainment Tourism World-class Regional Local 

(14) Hong Kong 
Space Museum

The existing 
Hong Kong 
Space Museum 
with updated 
facilities and 
exhibition 

To disseminate knowledge of 
astronomy and space science

M H H H  !  

(15) Transport 
Museum 

Ex-Kai Tak 
Airport site 

To depict the history of 
aviation, land transport and 
shipping/maritime activities, 
particularly that of Hong 
Kong 

H H M H  !  

(16) Museum of 
Natural History

Museum of 
Coastal 
Defence Phase 
II site 

To depict the natural history 
of Hong Kong and the region

H H M M  !  

(17) Sports 
Museum 

Within the 
proposed new 
sports stadium 

To display the achievements 
of local sportsmen and 
sportswomen as well as the 
history of various sports of 
Chinese origin 

H H M M   ! 

           
(B) Small Museums and Historical Buildings/Sites        
 (18) Flagstaff 

House 
Museum of Tea 
Ware  

The existing 
Flagstaff 
House 
Museum of Tea 
Ware 

To display a renowned 
collection of Yixing tea ware

H H M H  !  
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Merits (H - high; M - medium; L - low) Status 
Museum Location Major functions Heritage 

preservation
Education Entertainment Tourism World-class Regional Local 

(19) Lei Cheng Uk 
Han Tomb 
Museum 

The existing 
Lei Cheng Uk 
Han Tomb 
Museum to be 
suitably 
expanded 

To preserve and exhibit the 
Han tomb and the 
archaeology of the Han 
Dynasty in Hong Kong 

H H M M   ! 

(20) Law Uk Folk 
Museum 

The existing 
Law Uk Folk 
Museum 

To preserve and exhibit an 
old Hakka village house 

H H M M   ! 

(21) Sheung Yiu 
Folk Museum 

The existing 
Sheung Yiu 
Folk Museum 

To preserve and exhibit an 
old Hakka village 

H H M M   ! 

(22) Hong Kong 
Railway 
Museum 

The existing 
Hong Kong 
Railway 
Museum 

To preserve an old railway 
station and display the 
history of the KCRC 

H H M M   ! 

(23) Sam Tung Uk 
Museum 

The existing 
Sam Tung Uk 
Museum 

To preserve and display an 
old Hakka walled village 

H H M H   !  

(24) Police Force 
Museum 

The existing 
Police Force 
Museum 

To preserve an old police 
station and display the 
history of Hong Kong police

H M M M   ! 

 (25) Tai Fu Tai San Tin, Yuen 
Long 

To preserve and exhibit a 
heritage house (the residence 
of a Chinese gentry) 

H M M H   ! 

 (26) Kang Yung 
Study Hall 

Sheung Wo 
Hang, Sha Tau 
Kok 

To preserve and exhibit an 
old school 

H H M M   ! 
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Merits (H - high; M - medium; L - low) Status 
Museum Location Major functions Heritage 

preservation
Education Entertainment Tourism World-class Regional Local 

(27) Yi Tai Study 
Hall 

Kam Tin, Yuen 
Long 

To preserve and exhibit an 
old school 

H H M M   ! 

(28) Wong Uk Wong Uk 
Garden, Sha 
Tin 

To preserve and exhibit an 
old Hakka village house 

H H M M   ! 

(29) Lui Seng Chun Sham Shui Po To preserve and display a 
heritage house, together with 
some folk arts and culture 

H H H H   ! 

(30) Haw Par 
Mansion 

Tai Hang 
Road, Hong 
Kong 

To preserve and display a 
Chinese art deco house; to 
function as a tea 
house-cum-gallery of Shi 
Wan ceramic figurines 

H H H H  !  

(31) Engineers’ 
Quarters of 
former Yau Ma 
Tei Pumping 
Station (“Red 
Brick House”)

Yau Ma Tei To preserve and display an 
old water pump house; (may 
function as a branch of the 
Hong Kong Film Archive) 

H H M M   ! 

(32) Postal Museum Block 58(?) 
within 
Kowloon Park, 
the former 
Whitfield 
Barracks 

To preserve and display 
Hong Kong’s postal history 

H H M M  !  
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Merits (H - high; M - medium; L - low) Status 
Museum Location Major functions Heritage 

preservation
Education Entertainment Tourism World-class Regional Local 

(33) Central 
Archaeological 
Repository of 
AMO 

Blocks 61&62 
within 
Kowloon Park, 
the former 
Whitfield 
Barracks 

To preserve and display the 
local archaeological heritage

H H M M   ! 

(34) Wun Yiu Kiln 
Site 

Wun Yiu, Tai 
Po 

To preserve and display an 
ancient pottery kiln site and 
the process of ceramic 
making 

H H M M  !  
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