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Annex F

Q. (f):

With reference to paragraph 22 of the Administration’s paper
(WKCD-110), details of views expressed by museum expert
advisers and representatives of major design organizations in
Hong Kong which the Administration has considered in
developing the preferred themes of the museums in the WKCD.

A. (f):

Considerations Given to Museum Provisions at WKCD
Public Arts Policy and Supply-led Principle
It was pointed out in the Planning Department’s report on “Cultural
Facilities: A Study on their Requirements and the Formulation of New
Planning Standards and Guidelines” (1999) that the factors which
determined the demand for cultural facilities were not measurable
from audience participation alone but also from artists’ needs as well
as the needs for promotion of arts education, nurturing of audiences,
and development of local budding artists. The demand for cultural
facilities was primarily policy-driven through the promotion of the arts,
arts education, artistic development, tourism development, and the
desire to position Hong Kong as Asia’s centre of arts and culture.
As regards the museums, the total number of visitors to museums
under LCSD increased from 2.7 million in 1999 to 4.6 million in 2004.
Hence provided that new thematic museums can offer quality exhibits
and attractions, they will be favourably received by the local
community and the tourists.
Proposed Themes of Museums
Regarding Government’s considerations for proposing the preferred
themes of the museums, reference has been made to the Policy
Recommendation Report issued by the Culture and Heritage
Commission in March 2003. It has recommended that “flagship”
museums (such as the Museum of Modern Art and Museum of Ink
Painting) should be established to showcase the cultural characteristics
of Hong Kong and the region. The background of each preferred
theme is as follows :
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Museum of Modern Art
A proposal to establish a museum of contemporary art was
endorsed years ago by the then Urban Council and there is an
expectation within the visual arts community for this to be
provided. It is envisaged that a Museum of Modern Art in the
WKCD would address this need.
Museum of Ink
As regards the Museum of Ink, ink art is an important element of
Chinese culture and has influenced the cultures of neighbouring
countries like Korea, Japan and Vietnam. It is envisaged that such
a museum would become a unique focal point for the display and
promotion of this art form.
Design Musuem
As regards the Museum of Design, Hong Kong has many good
designers whose works have won recognition in many parts of the
world. It is envisaged that such a museum would collect works
showcasing graphic and three-dimensional design, product design,
craft design and similar work. It can also serve as an educational
source for young designers.
The establishment of the Design Museum will provide a platform
to preserve and showcase the achievements of the applied arts in
the design field, which are important components of the creative
industry of Hong Kong and will further enhance its development.
Mr Freeman Lau, Chief Secretary of the Hong Kong Federation
of Designers, sent a letter dated 23 December, 2002 to the
Secretary for Home Affairs proposing the establishment of a
Design Museum in the West Kowloon Cultural District
(Appendix F1). Subsequently, the Home Affairs Bureau replied
on 31 December, 2002 (Appendix F2).
On 26 February, 2003, LCSD met with the Department’s
Museum Expert Advisers on Design and representatives of major
design organizations (which include Hong Kong Federation of
Designers, Hong Kong Design Centre, Hong Kong Designers
Association, Hong Kong Fashion Designers Association, The
Chartered Society of Designers and Industrial Designers
Association of Hong Kong) to discuss the various aspects on the
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planning of the Design Museum at WKCD. The notes of
discussion is at Appendix F3. Mr Freeman Lau, Chief Secretary
of the Hong Kong Federation of Designers, was unable to
participate in this meeting but had sent a letter expressing the
views of the Federation, which was incorporated at Appendix I of
the meeting minutes at Appendix F3.
Museum of Moving Image
As regards the Museum of the Moving Image, Hong Kong has a
long-established and vibrant film industry reaching international
audiences. It is envisaged that such a museum would have a
significant interactive aspect, setting it apart from the existing
Hong Kong Film Archive, which is more dedicated to film
collection, research and conservation.
In addition, back in 2000, the Bruce Lee Union and the
Democratic Alliance for Betterment of Hong Kong (DAB)
actively pursued the inclusion of a Bruce Lee Gallery at the
museums, particularly at a Museum of Moving Image, to be
developed at WKCD. A proposal on the setting up of the Bruce
Lee Memorial Gallery was submitted to the then Hong Kong
Tourist Association and relevant Government Bureaux by the
organizations. A press release issued on the matter by the Bruce
Lee Union is at Appendix F4.
It must be stressed that the preferred themes of the museum aims to
supplement and enhance existing museum services in Hong Kong. As
mentioned in the WKCD Invitation for Proposals (IFP),
proponents could suggest other themes with good justifications. During
the public consultation on the IFP, the public and the arts community
were encouraged to give their views on possible themes of the museums
for potential proponents to consider.
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