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Attachment A

Response to questions raised and information
requested by Subcommittee members at and
subsequent to the meetings on 3 & 9 October 2007

3 October 2007

Q1.

QS.

A timetable setting out the Administration’s schedule for the
various aspects of work to implement the WKCD project, in
particular the work on the enactment of legislation to
establish the WKCD Authority and the town planning work.

When and how exactly the government will start the
planning process for WKCD? What part has the WKCD
Authority to play in the process? Does the government have
in mind a planning process similar to that of the old Kai Tak?
If so, when will it start? What are the parameters the
Planning Department will work with for drawing up the
plans? At what stages will the public have the opportunities
to participate in the planning process? This is important
because without the planning process, the public will not be
able to tell how planning of the 40 hectres will fit into the
overall planning of the 334 hectares of West Kowloon
Reclamation nor where would the commercial buildings be
situated in WKCD.

Establishing the WKCD Authority

We will shortly consult LegCo on the major contents and
proposals of the WKCD Authority Bill. Taking into account the
views of LegCo and the public, we plan to introduce the bill on
the establishment of the WKCD Authority to LegCo in early
2008. If the bill can be passed within the legislative session
2007-08, we will set up the Authority immediately upon
enactment of the bill.

Town Planning work

The public and major stakeholders are being consulted on the
mode of operation, financial arrangement and development
restrictions of the WKCD in the current Public Engagement
Exercise. After considering the views collected, a submission
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Q7.

would be made to the Town Planning Board (TPB) for amending
the draft South West Kowloon Outline Zoning Plan (OZP) to
incorporate the development parameters (such as plot ratio,
building height, maximum residential gross floor area, the
amount of public open space and the requirement for submitting
a Master Layout Plan etc.). It is envisaged that the proposed
amendments will be submitted to the TPB for consideration by
early 2008. When the proposed amendments were agreed by the
TPB, they would be gazetted for public inspection. The public
can submit their comments on the proposed amendments to the
TPB, which will be considered by the TPB in accordance with
the provisions of the Town Planning Ordinance. The statutory
plan making process is expected to be completed by the end of
2008.

The WKCD Authority would need to submit a Master Layout
Plan to the TPB for approval in accordance with the development
restrictions on the OZP. In preparing the Master Layout Plan,
the WKCD Authority will consult the public and stakeholders in
order to facilitate public engagement in the planning of the
WKCD. Besides, when the WKCD Authority has submitted the
Master Layout Plan to the TPB, the TPB will seek public
comments on the Master Layout Plan in accordance with the
provisions of the Town Planning Ordinance.

Regarding the detailed disposition of various land uses within the
WKCD, it will be considered at the preparation stage of the
Master Layout Plan by the WKCD Authority.

What measures the Government would take or would the
Government allow the WKCD Authority to take if the
Authority runs into financial difficulties in
developing/operating the arts and cultural facilities in
WKCD?

Under the financing approach recommended by the Consultative
Committee, the funding of the development of the WKCD is
separated from the estimated land premium from the disposal of the
sites for residential, office and hotel uses in the WKCD by the
Government.

The WKCD Authority’s powers and duties regarding management of
its financial resources would be set out in its enabling legislation.
Our initial proposal is that the Authority would be required to invest
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Q9.

Q 12.

the upfront endowment in a financially prudent manner to ensure that
there would be sufficient funds to meet the cash flow requirements of
the capital costs throughout the project period. The Authority would
also be required to exercise due care and diligence in the handling of
its finances and ensure that the revenue from its operations will be
sufficient to meet its expenditures over time. As part of its financial
management, the Authority would also be allowed to borrow money
from Government and non-Government sources. Should the
Authority encounter financial difficulties which it is unable to resolve
on its own, the Administration would discuss with the Authority how
best to tackle the difficulties.

How the Government would fully integrate the arts and
cultural facilities in WKCD as well as its overall planning
with its neighbouring areas, so as to cultivate an appropriate
cultural ambience in the district and its immediate vicinity?

The actual integration of the WKCD with its surrounding
developments including the provision of transportation facilities,
linkages with the neighbouring areas and other arts and cultural
facilities in the neighbourhood to attract people flow and achieve
the synergy effect, will be considered in the context of the
Master Layout Plan to be prepared by the WKCD Authority.

How does the Government assure the public that the WKCD
Authority will be stakeholder-led (as in the cases of
Metropoli-30 of Bilbao and the Financial Services Authority
of the United Kingdom) and not government-led (as in the
cases of the Urban Renewal Authority and the Airport
Authority)?

The WKCD is an important arts and cultural project, and a major
initiative to implement the existing policy on culture and the arts
in Hong Kong. The WKCD Authority would undertake
masterplanning of the WKCD, and the operation and
management of individual arts and cultural facilities, through
different forms of arrangements with non-government and
private organisations, with community participation.

The Board of the WKCD Authority should comprise people from
a wide range of sectors, the arts and cultural sector in particular.
Moreover, the Board should be required to suitably consult the
public and stakeholders on masterplanning and other matters
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relating to the development and operation of the WKCD to
enhance public engagement in the WKCD project.

Specific measures would be introduced to enhance the
accountability and transparency of the WKCD Authority to the
public, including declaration of interests by Board members,
tabling of the Authority’s annual report, accounts and auditor’s
report in LegCo, and Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
the Authority to attend LegCo meetings to answer questions.



9 October 2007

()

Pending introduction of the Bill into the Legislative Council for
establishment of the WKCD Authority and scrutinization of the
Bill, there is a need to consider whether, through administrative
means, a provisional body or some form of steering committee
should be set up to take forward the early stage of preparatory
work at once, such as masterplanning, conducting research and
detailed planning studies on individual facilities and recruitment
of senior staff for the WKCD Authority. (Consultative
Committee’s Recommendation Report, para. 8.1.8)

We will shortly consult LegCo on the major contents and proposals
of the WKCD Authority Bill. Taking into account the views of
LegCo and the public, we plan to introduce the bill on establishment
of the WKCD Authority to LegCo in early 2008. If the bill can be
passed within the 2007-08 legislative session, we will immediately
set up the WKCD Authority to commence work on masterplanning,
detailed planning studies and recruitment of staff, etc.












































