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GENERAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
Table 2 : Number of economically inactive female persons aged 15 and over by reason for inactivity,

2001 - 2005

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

('000) ('000) ('000) ('000) ('000)
Reason for inactivity
Engagement in household duties 746.7 680.1 673.0 652.0 659.6
Retirement/ Old age 387.8 414.1 433.5 446.9 467.3
Attendance at educational institutions 237.8 229.1 229.3 236.7 241.7
Permanent sickness/ Disablement 22.8 334 38.1 45.8 41.8
Others 28.3 52.7 63.0 83.2 83.3
Total 1423.4 1409.4 1436.9 1464.6 1493.6

Note : Figures may not add up to the totals owing to rounding.




Definitions of Employment, Unemployment and Underemploymel'lt

Conceptual Framework of Laboar Force Statistics
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® Statistics on the Ilabour force, employment, unempioyﬁent and
underemployment are compiled in accordance with the conceptual
framework recommended by the International Labour Organization (ILO).

IL. Definitions
The employed population

1} This comprises all employed persons. For a person aged 15 or over to be
classified as employed, that person should:

a) be engaged in performing work for pay or profit during the seven days
before enumeration; or

b) have formal job attachment (i.e. that the person has continued receipt of
wage or salary; or has an assurance or an agreed date of retumn to job or
business; or is in receipt of compensation without obligation to accept
another job).

The underemployed population

1) Within the employed population, a group of underemployed persons can be
differentiated for further analysis.

2) The criteria for an employed person to be classified as underemployed are:

involuntarily working less than 35 hours during the seven days before
enumeration; gnd either

a) has been available for additional work during the seven days before
enumeration; or

b) has sought additional work during the thirty days before enumeration.

3) Working short hours is considered involuntary if it is due to slack work,
material shortage, mechanical breakdown or inability to find a full-time job.
Following this definition, employed persons taking no-pay leave due to slack
work during the seven days before enumeration are also classified as
underemployed if they worked less than 35 hours or were on leave even for
the whole period dunng the seven-day period.




The unemployed population

1) This comprises all unemployed persons. For a person aged 15 or over to be
classified as unemployed, that person should:

a) not have had a job and should not have performed any work for 'p;ay or
profit during the seven days before enumeration; and

b) have been available for work during the seven days before enumeration;
and

c) have sought work during the thirty days before enumeration.

However, if a person aged 15 or over fulfils the conditions (a) and (b) above
but has not sought work during the thirty days before enumeration becanse
he/she believes that work is not available, he/she is still classified ag
unemployed, being regarded as a so-called ‘discouraged worker®,

2) Notwithstanding the above, the following types of persons are also classified
as unemployed:

a) persons without a job, have sought work but have not been availabje for
work because of temporary sickness; and .

b) persons without a job, have been available for work but have not sought
work because they:

(1) have made arrangements to take up a new job or to start business at 2
subsequent date; or

i) are expecting to return to their original jobs (e.g. casual workers are
usually called back to work when service is needed).




Definitions of Domestics Household and Moxthly Household Income

| Domestic Household

It consists of a group of persons who live together and make common provision
for essentials for living. These persons need not be related. If a person makes
provision for essentials for living without sharing with other persons, he/she is
also regarded as a household. In this case, the household is a one-person
household.

Monthly Household Income

It refers tothe total cash income (including earnings from all jobs and other cash
incomes) received in the last month by members of the household.






