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 13 May 2005 

 
By fax 28696794 & e-mail : cshiu@legco.gov.hk 
Clerk to Panel 
Legislative Council 
Legislative Council Building 
8 Jackson Road 
Central, Hong Kong 
(Attn: Ms Sarah Yuen) 
 
 
Dear Ms Yuen, 

Panel on Planning, Lands and Works 
South East New Territories Development Strategy Review 

 
 I refer to your letter of 25 April 2005 on the above subject.  As 
requested, our response to the issues raised at the meeting of Legislative 
Council (LegCo) Members with Sai Kung District Council members on 
7 April 2005 is set out below for your reference. 
 
Latest Position of South East New Territories Development Strategy 
Review (SENT DSR) 
 
 In order to balance the needs for conservation and development, the 
Government has formulated territorial and sub-regional plans to guide 
developments throughout Hong Kong.  For SENT, the relevant sub-regional 
plan on the South East New Territories Development Strategy (SENT DS) 
was reviewed in 2001.   
 
 Recognizing the tourism and recreation development potential of the 
area, the Strategy aims to enhance the role of the sub-region as the ‘Leisure 
Garden of Hong Kong’ by promoting conservation, enhancing visitor 
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attractions and achieving sustainable development.  Various proposals have 
been made, including a tourist gateway for the Sai Kung Town as well as 
other recreational developments at High Island, Kau Sai Chau, Sharp Island, 
Hebe Haven, Ho Chung and Clear Water Bay.   
 
 The Sai Kung District Council and the LegCo Panel on Planning, 
Lands and Works were briefed on the review findings in November 2001 
and January 2002 respectively.  Since then, various government 
departments have carried out works in accordance with the SENT DS.  The 
District Management Committee (DMC) chaired by District Officer (Sai 
Kung) has been co-ordinating the efforts of the Government and the local 
community in the course of development of the projects.  Progress on 
individual projects is regularly reported to the Sai Kung District Council, 
the Sai Kung Rural Committee and the DMC.  The latest position on 
implementation of SENT DS proposals is reported to LegCo as per our 
letter of 24 March 2005 (copy attached). 
 
Resort Development in Tai Long Wan 
 
 Tai Long Wan is a valuable scenic area.  There are places of high 
conservation value, a site of special scientific interest as well as village 
house clusters with historical value.  The balance between conservation and 
development needs was thoroughly deliberated by the Town Planning Board 
in 2001 when the draft Tai Long Wan Outline Zoning Plan (OZP) was 
gazetted.  As a result, the Board decided to adopt a conservation approach 
so as to preserve the natural environment, ecology and heritage value of the 
area.  Planning permission is required for any demolition of or addition, 
alteration and/or modification to the existing buildings as well as 
construction of New Territories Exempted Houses within the ‘Village Type 
Development’ zone.  The said OZP was subsequently authorized on 25 
September 2001.  In the light of the above, resort development would not be 
compatible with the planning intention of the area. 
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We would be happy to answer further queries from Members on the 
development of SENT. 
 
 Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 (  Miss Christine Chow ) 
 for Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands 
 
 
 
c.c. D of Plan  (Attn: Mr Raymond Wong) 
 
b.c.c. AA/SHPL 
















