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Tel No: 2848 2119
Fax No: 2845 3489

HPLB(PL) P50/01/89

13 May 2005

By fax 28696794 & e-mail : cshiu@legco.gov.hk
Clerk to Panel

Legislative Council

Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central, Hong Kong

(Attn: Ms Sarah Yuen)

Dear Ms Yuen,

Panel on Planning, Lands and Works
South East New Territories Development Strategy Review

| refer to your letter of 25 April 2005 on the above subject. As
requested, our response to the issues raised at the meeting of Legislative
Council (LegCo) Members with Sai Kung District Council members on
7 April 2005 is set out below for your reference.

Latest Position of South East New Territories Development Strategy
Review (SENT DSR)

In order to balance the needs for conservation and development, the
Government has formulated territorial and sub-regional plans to guide
developments throughout Hong Kong. For SENT, the relevant sub-regional
plan on the South East New Territories Development Strategy (SENT DS)
was reviewed in 2001.

Recognizing the tourism and recreation development potential of the
area, the Strategy aims to enhance the role of the sub-region as the ‘Leisure
Garden of Hong Kong’ by promoting conservation, enhancing visitor



attractions and achieving sustainable development. Various proposals have
been made, including a tourist gateway for the Sai Kung Town as well as
other recreational developments at High Island, Kau Sai Chau, Sharp Island,
Hebe Haven, Ho Chung and Clear Water Bay.

The Sai Kung District Council and the LegCo Panel on Planning,
Lands and Works were briefed on the review findings in November 2001
and January 2002 respectively.  Since then, various government
departments have carried out works in accordance with the SENT DS. The
District Management Committee (DMC) chaired by District Officer (Sai
Kung) has been co-ordinating the efforts of the Government and the local
community in the course of development of the projects. Progress on
individual projects is regularly reported to the Sai Kung District Council,
the Sai Kung Rural Committee and the DMC. The latest position on
implementation of SENT DS proposals is reported to LegCo as per our
letter of 24 March 2005 (copy attached).

Resort Development in Tai Long Wan

Tai Long Wan is a valuable scenic area. There are places of high
conservation value, a site of special scientific interest as well as village
house clusters with historical value. The balance between conservation and
development needs was thoroughly deliberated by the Town Planning Board
in 2001 when the draft Tai Long Wan Outline Zoning Plan (OZP) was
gazetted. As a result, the Board decided to adopt a conservation approach
S0 as to preserve the natural environment, ecology and heritage value of the
area. Planning permission is required for any demolition of or addition,
alteration and/or modification to the existing buildings as well as
construction of New Territories Exempted Houses within the “Village Type
Development’ zone. The said OZP was subsequently authorized on 25
September 2001. In the light of the above, resort development would not be
compatible with the planning intention of the area.



We would be happy to answer further queries from Members on the
development of SENT.

Yours faithfully,

( Miss Christine Chow )
for Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands

c.c. DofPlan (Attn: Mr Raymond Wong)

b.c.c. AA/SHPL
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Latest Position on Implementation of
the South East New Territories Development Strategy

Background

The South FEast New Territories Development Strategy
(SENTDS) is a broad planning framework to guide future development
of the sub-region. The Strategy aims to enhance the role of the
sub-region as the ‘Leisure Garden of Hong Kong’ Dby promoting
conservation, enhancing Visitor attractions and achieving sustainable
development. '

2. Depending on the nature of the proposals, the implementation of
the SENT DS proposals has to be effected not only by the Government,
but by the private sector as well. The District Management
Committee (DMC) chaired by District Officer (Sai Kung) would play a
co-ordinating role between the Government and the local community in
the course of development of the projects.

3. The various government departments have already carried out
works in accordance with the SENT DS. Progress is regularly reported
to the Sai Kung District Council/Sai Kung Rural Committee and the
DMC. The progress of various proposals put forward in the SENT DS
was reported to the Sai Kung District Management Comunittee on
November 2004. |

Latest Position

4. The progress of implementation of the SENT DS proposals, as
reported by the relevant departments, is summarized as follows.

District Planning Framework

5. The Sai Kung Town Outline Development Plan (ODP) was
approved by Government in 2003. It aims to enhance the role of Sai
Kung town as a ‘tourism gateway’. After consulting the Sai Kung



District Council and Sai Kung Rural Committee, the draft Sai Kung Town
Outline Zoning Plan (OZP) was gazetted by the Town Planning Board
(TPB) on 4 March 2005. It is the first statutory plan covering Sai Kung
town.

6. To facilitate the upgrading and conservation of the rural areas,
the draft Pak Kong and Sha Kok Mei OZP and Hebe Haven OZP
incorporating amendments were gazetted in February 2004 and June 2004
respectively by the TPB after consulting the Sai Kung District Council
and Sai Kung Rural Committee. In December 2004, the draft Pak Kong
and Sha Kok Mei OZP was approved by the Government. Amendments
to other statutory plans covering the Tseng Lan Shue, Ho Chung and Tai
Long Wan areas were gazetted in 2004.

Tourism and Recreation Proposals

7. Lands Department has included in the 2005-2006 List of Sites
for Sale by Application (the “Application List”) a site intended for
commercial and tourism-related developments including hotel at Sai
Kung Town Area 4.

8. Renovation works on the Sha Tsui Playground, Man Yee
Playground and the basketball courts at Yi Chun Street are being
undertaken by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department. The
renovation works are scheduled for completion by end 2005.

9. Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD)
has been upgrading recreational sites and hiking trails, signs in the
country parks, and educational facilities in the Lions Nature Education
Centre at Tsiu Hang. Over the years, AFCD has implemented an active
tree planting programme within country parks. About 94,000 trees were
planted last year in the country parks in Sai Kung.

Rural Upgrading and Conservation Proposals

10. The Study on the potential marine park covering Tai Long Wan,
Long Ke to Pak Lap as well as Ninepin Groups has been completed
recently. AFCD is now considering the study findings. To protect



coral communities from anchor damage, coral marker buoys have been
installed in the coral area at Ung Kong Wan of Bluff Island and Sharp
Island.

11, The designation of Fisheries Protection Area has been included
as one of the management measures to be implemented under the
proposed amendments to the Fisheries Protection Ordinance (Cap. 171).
Tolo Harbour and Port Shelter, which have been identified as important
fish spawning and nursery grounds, will be proposed for designation as
Fisheries Protection Areas. AFCD will consult the public again before
deciding the locations of the proposed Fisheries Protection Areas. The
Fisheries Protection (Amendment) Bill will be submitted to the
Legislative Council for consideration in 2005.

Other Infrastructure Improvement

12. Drainage Services Department has been implementing the Port
Shelter Sewerage Master Plan to extend public sewerage to unsewered
areas in Sai Kung district. As regards the drainage works, various
drainage improvement works for the Ho Chung River, Pak Kong River
near Tai Chung Hau section and Sha Ha and Sai Kung River are under
planning by the Drainage Services Department. These drainage
improvement works are scheduled for completion by 2009, subject to
availability of funds

13. Water Supplies Department will closely monitor the progress of

the development proposals under the SENT DS Study and plan for the
water supply system to cope with the progress of the proposals. .

March 2005



