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IEE — 2005F 10 A 19 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 19 October 2005

HAEREE - J.P.
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MEMBERS ABSENT:

FThH#EE  JP.
THE HONOURABLE LAU CHIN-SHEK, J.P.
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PUBLIC OFFICERS ATTENDING:
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32X
TABLING OF PAPERS

TAI AR RE CEBEAA ) H 21 Q) HARERRT -
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

b J 1% il S E b=y L
(2006 Fmgig e d ( HEaR st YE ) ( HR)
(BET) BB oo 165/2005
(ST AGEM (&M ) HE) ... 166/2005
(2005 4F C EEFE T AGEMEES ) ( £%HB)
/N 167/2005
(2005 FAREAN (REBEF ) (BFT ) MAT) ..., 168/2005
2005 FAHEHT ( —f% ) B (EETHE T7)
(ZREOME ) A ) o 169/2005
Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.
Air Pollution Control (Vehicle Design Standards)
(Emission) (Amendment) Regulation 2005........ 165/2005
Construction Workers Registration (Fees) Regulation ... 166/2005
Construction Workers Registration Ordinance
(Commencement) Notice 2005..........cccevnenee.. 167/2005
Barristers (Admission) (Amendment) Rules 2005......... 168/2005

Import and Export (General) Regulations (Amendment of
Seventh Schedule) (Lebanon) Notice 2005........ 169/2005
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Other Papers

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

3

10

11

12

13

Environment and Conservation Fund
Trustee Report 2004-2005

Annual Report of The Prince Philip Dental Hospital by
its Board of Governors, and Audited Statement of
Accounts and Auditor's Report for the Hospital, for the
period from 1 April 2003 to 31 March 2004

Traffic Accident Victims Assistance Fund
Annual Report for the year from 1 April 2004 to
31 March 2005

Annual Report 2004-05 of the Protection of Wages on
Insolvency Fund Board

Electrical and Mechanical Services Trading Fund
Annual Report 2004/05

The Legislative Council Commission
Annual Report 2004-2005

Report of changes to the approved Estimates of
Expenditure approved during the first quarter of
2005-06 (Public Finance Ordinance : Section 8)

The Land Registry Trading Fund Hong Kong
Annual Report 2004-2005

Report by the Trustee of the Prisoners’ Education Trust
Fund for the period from 1 April 2004 to 31 March 2005

Companies Registry Trading Fund
Annual Report for the period from 1 April 2004 to 31
March 2005

Construction Workers Registration Authority
Annual Report 2004/05

Report of the Subcommittee to Study Tate's Cairn Tunnel Ordinance
(Replacement of Schedule) Notice 2005 and Tai Lam Tunnel and Yuen
Long Approach Road Ordinance (Replacement of Schedule 1) Notice 2005
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Report of the Subcommittee to Study Tate's Cairn Tunnel Ordinance
(Replacement of Schedule) Notice 2005 and Tai Lam Tunnel and Yuen Long
Approach Road Ordinance (Replacement of Schedule 1) Notice 2005
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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26 (5) iR BB 72 -

TR B -HER -

MEXENNETIRE
Alteration Works for Hunghom Peninsula
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DR RAYMOND HO: Madam President, | would like to seek clarification from
the Chief Secretary with regard to paragraph 16(c)(i) on the proposed
amendment to the Chief Executive Election Ordinance. It will be in such a way
that the Ordinance should be amended: "if an election for a new term (5-year)
Chief Executive will be held within six months after a vacancy in the office of the
Chief Executive has arisen, it will not be necessary to hold a by-election.” Is
this referring to the situation whereby the vacancy in the office of the Chief
Executive arises towards the end of its current term, and arrangements have
already been made according to the normal procedures for a popular election to
take place within six months after the vacancy? Is that the situation he is
referring to?

IR BB FEAEER - RBIRER -

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, | will
give him a short answer, and that is "yes".
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE BASIC LAW OF THE HONG
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DR RAYMOND HO: Madam Deputy, transport is indispensable to our modern
daily lives. We need transport to go to work, school and shopping. So do
people with disabilities. Some time ago, | served on a Red Cross committee
governing five schools for the physically handicapped children, as well as 11
hospital schools. The experience has enabled me to understand the needs of
people with disabilities.

In the past, many public transport facilities were not user-friendly to, or
even out of reach of, the disabled. Hence, | have for years been advocating that
all disabled persons, including those with walking difficulty, visual and hearing
impairment, as well as the mentally handicapped persons, should have access to
public transport facilities.

In all fairness, the various public transport operators, such as the MTRCL,
KCRC and bus companies, have been making improvement to their facilities. |
understand that they have installed various facilities to cater for the need of the
disabled persons. | am impressed by these new facilities. When I travelled on
the MTR the other day, | helped wheel a disabled person on a wheelchair to a
stair lift at Tsim Sha Tsui Station. | am sure such new facilities must have made
their lives much easier. However, | doubt whether disabled persons will have
the same hassle-free experience when they are in other railway stations.

Indeed, more improvements in public transport facilities are needed to
make a noticeable impact on the lives of some 270 000 disabled persons in Hong
Kong, a figure given by the Government in the last motion debate on a related
subject two years ago. Currently, only 41% of buses are wheelchair accessible,
while about 64% (3804 out of 5977) buses have been equipped with
next-bus-stop announcement and display system on board. It means that the
chance of taking a suitable bus for a disabled person still depends very much on
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the route and luck. Worse still, there is simply no luck for wheelchair users
who wish to take a tram because of the narrow width of the tramstop platform
and the steps at the tram entrance and exit which proves impossible for them. It
was a completely different experience when | travelled by tram in Bilbao, Spain,
which | recently visited with four other members of the Subcommittee on West
Kowloon Cultural District Development. The trams in Hong Kong have lagged
far behind those in Bilbao in terms of their design for meeting the needs of the
disabled. s it time for our century-old trams to overhaul their decks and tram
stops?

Even when disabled persons travel by taxi, there are still problems.
Some taxi drivers may pretend not to see them and speed away without stopping
because of the trouble involved and extra time incurred. The Government must
therefore step up regulation on the problem of taxi drivers refusing hire.

For those who need to use the Rehabus service, they fare no better.
There is always a long queue and they have to face a long waiting time. It is
high time for the Government to review the Rehabus service and to expand its
fleet of vehicles if necessary.

Other than physical barriers, the disabled are also discouraged from taking
public transport because of their high fares. This is particularly so considering
the relatively low income of people with disabilities in general. It will help if
some kinds of concessionary fares can be introduced. In this regard, the
Government must make its best efforts to persuade transport operators to do so.

Many disabled persons, despite their physical deficiencies, are trying very
hard to overcome many difficulties to lead normal lives. Their determination
and resilience command our respect. Hong Kong, as a relatively affluent
society and an advanced economy, should have done better to make their lives
easier.

( EFEMWEEFGHE )

With these remarks, Madam President, | so submit and support the motion.
Thank you.
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