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Hon Albert HO (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Corridor will
open shortly and, by then, the traffic flow of northwest New Territories will
increase. On the other hand, as the daily traffic volume of Route 3 falls
short of expectation, the Government is exploring with the operator of
Route 3 the proposal to adjust its tolls downwards to attract more vehicles
to Route 3. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ apart from the traffic management measures and road projects
which have been proposed by the authorities, whether there are
other options for relieving the pressure brought by the Hong
Kong-Shenzhen Western Corridor on the traffic of northwest New

Territories;

(b) of the progress of the discussion between the authorities and the
operator of Route 3 on the proposal to adjust its tolls downwards;
and

(©) whether it will consider enacting legislation to allow the

authorities to buy back Route 3 from its operator on grounds of
significant public interests, at a price determined according to an
independent and reasonable assessment by the Judiciary; if so, of
the details; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon James TO (Oral Reply)

The relevant authorities of Hong Kong and the Mainland reached an
agreement in August last year, which stipulates that only registered farms
approved by the Mainland authorities concerned are allowed to export
freshwater fish to Hong Kong, and that every consignment of fishery
products must be accompanied with a health certificate issued by the
Mainland authorities concerned certifying that the products do not contain
malachite green or any other harmful substances. In this connection, will
the Government inform this Council whether:

@ freshwater fish imported without the relevant health certificate
may be sold legally in Hong Kong after being tested and
confirmed as not containing harmful substances by the authorities
concerned,; if so, of the reasons;

(b) it will consider introducing legislation to prohibit the import of
such freshwater fish; if it will, of the legislation timetable, and
what measures will be taken to prohibit the import of such
freshwater fish before the legislative process is completed; and

(c) triad members are involved in the import of such freshwater fish;
if so, of the measures in place to combat these activities?
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Hon Emily LAU (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that, at a seminar held on the 27th of last month in
Beijing, a Mainland member of the Committee for the Basic Law has
remarked that the following six basic conditions have to be fulfilled before
universal suffrage may be implemented in Hong Kong: (a) politically, there
is consensus on universal suffrage among the various sectors of the
community and such consensus is endorsed by the Central Authorities; (b)
economically, the implementation of universal suffrage facilitates the
development of a capitalist economy and guarantees the economy of Hong
Kong against recession; (c) legally, laws have been enacted to implement
Acrticle 23 of the Basic Law and the laws on the development of political
parties have been further perfected; (d) educationally, there is sufficient
national education in Hong Kong; (e) in the sphere of political culture,
instead of pursuing a culture that is simply confrontational in nature, the
different sectors of Hong Kong seek to establish an active and constructive
political culture; and (f) regarding the way of life, the various sectors of the
community and the public have sufficient time to accept new way of life
brought about by the implementation of universal suffrage e.g. a Chief
Executive elected by universal suffrage will face greater pressure from
public opinions and his ways of handling matters will change accordingly.
In this connection, will the Executive Authorities inform this Council:

€)) whether officials of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
("HKSAR") Government attended the seminar mentioned above;
if so, of the post titles and names of the officials concerned; if not,
the reasons for that;

(b) whether the above six conditions are the consensus reached
between the Central People’s Government and the HKSAR
Government on matters relating to universal suffrage; and

(©) given that the Mainland authorities in charge of Hong Kong affairs
are discussing issues on the implementation of universal suffrage
in Hong Kong, whether the authorities in the HKSAR will initiate
relevant discussions in Hong Kong; if so, of the forums for such
discussions and their contents and directions; if not, the reasons
for that?



#4) BT E (FVBR )

HRPIBEY HW o TN f At

-0

(-) A& HagByr f'—?&‘:JJF'EJ’ﬁ}FrJIJ"J
%J)[jjwﬁélgkiﬁ’ﬁ ’I[_{ ﬁl"ﬂ“ﬂ[l
EERPEY 52D gﬁ’*%ﬂ*iﬁ;
2Ry YA EJM /LRI A Ca

(=) &fﬁm%@%%%’¢%@[%%W@
ffﬁ;? 4 = [r—,J # ,'F[ [l A EI' Eb "EJ 12 “EJ F:‘i ]'Ff[
g B E A= P R EE B R

(=) iﬁ}fﬁﬁxjﬁﬁﬁj—?FI‘}E?,EFEIU”F“] 4 fWE]
LIRS 2 R
IR R G ok I N el I G R
?ﬁ‘;%ﬁ’mﬂ‘@éﬁjg ,ﬁ%;cgg,;c&a%u%wﬁ'ﬁ ;}f‘*F_J
WS R R R W E IR E BT A 0B g
£y ?

4) Hon LAU Kong-wah (Oral Reply)

With regard to Mainland tourists visiting Hong Kong, will the Government
inform this Council:

@) of the respective numbers of Mainland tourists to Hong Kong
during the Chinese New Year and May 1 "golden week" holidays
this year and, among these tourists, the respective numbers of
those who travelled individually and those who travelled in tour
groups, as well as how such figures compare to those for the past
two years;

(b) how Hong Kong's hotel room prices during the above two festive
periods compare to those for the corresponding periods last year,
and whether it has assessed the correlation between hotel room
prices and the number of tourists from the Mainland; and

(© of the numbers of complaints lodged by Mainland tourists
received by the relevant authorities in each of the past two years
and in the first four months of this year respectively, about being
compelled by local tour guides to buy goods or dishonest
marketing practices of shop operators, etc, together with a
breakdown by the subject matter of the complaints, and whether
the authorities concerned have any new measures to curb such
practices?
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(5) Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming (Oral Reply)

Many land lots in northwest New Territories are being used as logistics back-up
sites in recent years. On the other hand, some people of the logistics industry
have complained to me that instead of injecting resources to assist in the
development of the logistics industry, the Government has throttled it by
regulating it through town planning. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

@ of the names and locations of the supporting infrastructures (such as
roads) built or improved by the authorities as well as the costs involved
in each of the past four years;

(b) of the locations and sizes of the land lots designated as "Open Storage"
zones or areas in northwest New Territories in each of the past four years;
the number of applications received by the authorities for changing the
land uses of the land lots in northwest New Territories into "Open
Storage", the sizes of the land lots involved as well as the reasons for the
authorities' approving or rejecting these applications; and

©) whether it has assessed the impact of restricting open storage operations
by means of planning on the economy and employment situation of
Hong Kong; if so, of the assessment results; whether the authorities will
consider re-formulating a policy on comprehensive land use planning for
the land in northwest New Territories, so as to tie in with the
commissioning of the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western Corridor, thereby
promoting the long-term development of the logistics industry in Hong
Kong; if so, whether the policy concerned will include a package of
proposals to achieve a balance between the operations of the logistics
back-up base and the impact of such operations on the environment?
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Hon Fred LI (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that, following the gas explosion at Wai King Building
in Ngau Tau Kok last month, the Hong Kong and China Gas Company
Limited ("Towngas") has used Flame lonization Detector ("FID") to
inspect, throughout the territory, pipes of the same type as those involved
in the explosion. In the inspections, gas leaks were detected in pipes at 51
locations, and corroded pipes were found at three of these locations. In
addition, Towngas indicated that it would increase the frequency of
inspecting its pipeline network from three to six times a year. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council of:

€)) the details of these 51 pipeline locations and the leakage problem;

(b) the reasons for pipe corrosion at the above three locations, and
whether the authorities will request Towngas to replace their gas
pipes with stainless steel pipes in order to avoid the occurrence of
accidents; if not, the reasons for that; and

(©) the reasons for using FID by Towngas in its inspections, the
differences between the current inspection exercise and those
conducted previously, and the reasons for increasing the frequency
of inspection?
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Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG (Written Reply)

Regarding sex education in schools, will the Government inform this
Council:

@) whether the authorities will consider revising or updating the
Guidelines on Sex Education in Schools published in 1997, to
meet the development needs of young people nowadays;

(b) as the above Guidelines are recommendations for reference only
and not compulsory for schools to follow, of the current number of
schools which have developed sex education programmes in
accordance with the recommendations in the Guidelines; and

(©) whether assessments are conducted regularly on sex education
programmes in schools, if so, of the results of the latest
assessment?
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Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

Given that the number of bank branches has been decreasing in recent years,

will the Government inform this Council whether:

(a)

(b)

it has studied the feasibility of banks providing deposit and
withdrawal services in post offices and of the Hongkong Post
("HKP™) running such services on its own, including the technical
difficulties involved; if so, of the results of the study; if not,
whether it will conduct such a study; and

the Social Welfare Department plans to provide recipients the
option of collecting Comprehensive Social Security Assistance
payments, disability allowance and old age allowance at post
offices; if so, of the details of the plan; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong (Written Reply)

The Education and Manpower Bureau ("EMB") issued a circular to schools
(Circular No. 4/2006) in March detailing the nine measures announced on 27
February this year to relieve teachers' workload. Four of such measures
aimed at simplifying the administrative procedures, including further
improvements to the arrangements for External School Review ("ESR") to be
implemented in the 2006-07 school year. However, in a workshop on ESR
held last month, in response to teachers' questions about the detailed
arrangements for the measures, an officer from EMB stated that as ESR had
commenced in the 2003-04 school year, for the sake of fairness, the ESR
arrangements would neither be simplified nor changed. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the concrete implementation arrangements, dates of
implementation, resources involved and expected outcomes regarding
the four measures to simplify the administrative procedures;

(b) whether the above officer's statement represents the Government's
position; if so, whether the statement contradicts the contents of the
above circular, and if so, of the reasons for that; if the statement is not
the Government's position, how the authorities will deal with the
inconsistency between the statement and the Government's position;
and

(© whether it plans to review the implementation and effectiveness of
the nine measures in three years, so that teachers may better focus on
teaching, thereby enhancing the quality of teaching?
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Dr Hon Fernando CHEUNG (Written Reply)

At a meeting of the 2005 Hong Kong Rehabilitation Programme Plan
Review Working Group, an officer of the Transport Department pointed
out that for "barrier-free taxis" accessible by wheelchairs to be introduced
in Hong Kong, some technical difficulties had to be overcome, including
the requirement that the type of taxis used should be fuelled by Liquefied
Petroleum Gas ("LPG"), accessible by wheelchair and up to the safety
standards for LPG filling. In this connection, will the Government inform
this Council:

@) of the progress in sourcing the suitable type of vehicles; if no
progress has been made, of other concrete solutions; and

(b) whether it has set a specific timetable for the introduction of
barrier-free taxis; if so, of the details?
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(11) Hon Audrey EU (Written Reply)
Will the Government inform this Council:
@ of the respective numbers of schools, students and classes in each

grade in respect of each type of secondary and primary schools
(including government, aided, Direct Subsidy Scheme, private and
international schools) in each of the school years from 2004-05 to
2010-11;

(b) in respect of secondary and primary schools, of the respective
current annual average costs per class and per student, and the
respective numbers of standard classrooms which are in use and
left vacant; and

(©) whether it has estimated the following in each of the school years
from 2006-07 to 2010-11:

Q) the respective numbers of children who will be in the
age groups for Primary One and Secondary One;

(i) the accumulated savings in public expenditure due to
class reduction and school closure; and

(iii) the additional public expenditure which will be incurred
each year if small class teaching is implemented in all
government and subsidized primary schools, and of how
such amounts are worked out?
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(12) Hon WONG Kwok-hing (Written Reply)

Regarding the public transport services to and from North Lantau
(including Tung Chung), will the Government inform this Council:

€)) of the existing number of bus routes and the respective average
frequencies of each route during peak hours and non-peak hours;

(b) of the average daily patronage of the MTR Tung Chung Line and
its respective average frequencies during peak hours and non-peak
hours; and

(©) whether, in view of the population growth in the area, the MTR
Corporation Limited has plans to increase the train frequency of
the Tung Chung Line in the near future; if not, of the reasons for
that?
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(13) Hon Andrew CHENG (Written Reply)

The Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation ("KCRC") introduced two
monthly ticket schemes, namely East Rail One-Month Pass and Ma On
Shan Rail One-Month Pass, in April last year and January this year
respectively. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the average number of monthly tickets sold each month under
each of the above schemes;

(b) whether the patronage of the East Rail and Ma On Shan Rail has
increased and the financial position of the two Rails has improved
after the introduction of the monthly ticket schemes; if so, of the
average increase per month in the patronage of the two Rails, as
well as the details of improvements in their financial position; if
not, the reasons for that; and

(© whether KCRC has conducted any passenger opinion surveys on
the monthly ticket schemes, with a view to making improvements;
if so, of the outcome of the surveys and the improvements made; if
not, whether such surveys will be conducted?
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Hon Howard YOUNG (Written Reply)

It is learnt that wild monkeys often appear in rural areas, especially in the
Kam Shan Country Park, and some monkeys even try to snatch the visitors'
foods and attack them.
development of eco-tourism and green tourism, will the Government
inform this Council:

As such situation is detrimental to the

@) of the estimated number of wild monkeys in Hong Kong at present
and the locations where they mainly frequent;

(b) of the number of complaints or reports received in the past three
years by the departments concerned about nuisances or attacks by
monkeys and the follow-up actions taken by the authorities; and

(© apart from prohibiting the feeding of monkeys in country parks, of
the other measures in place to prevent over-proliferation of wild
monkeys, confine their scope of activities and prevent them from
harming human beings?
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Hon L1 Kwok-ying (Written Reply)

Regarding a recent incident in which wrong medicines were allegedly
dispensed to elderly residents at a residential care home for the elderly
("RCHE"), will the Government inform this Council:

€)) of the progress of the investigation into this incident, and the
follow-up actions to be taken;

(b) whether the authorities received complaints about the wrong
dispensation of medicines at RCHESs in the past year; if so, of the
details;

(©) whether prosecutions have been instituted in respect of the above

complaints in the past year; if so, of the number and results of
these prosecutions, and whether it will publish the names of the
RCHEs prosecuted and the details of the wrong dispensation; and

(d) of the measures to perfect the procedure for dispensing medicines
at RCHEs and enhance their employees' awareness of medicine
safety?
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(16) Ir Dr Hon Raymond HO (Written Reply)

It has been reported that the Government is currently conducting studies on
the recycling of water which has been used for washing or flushing into
"reclaimed water" after treatment by microfiltration or reverse osmosis.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) although there is an international trend of using "reclaimed water"
for industrial and agricultural purposes, the scale of Hong Kong's
agricultural industry is not large and the majority of its industrial
production facilities have been relocated to the Mainland, whether
the authorities have assessed how "reclaimed water" should be
used in Hong Kong; if so, of the assessment results;

(b) of the measures to remove the public's psychological obstacles in
using (or even consuming) "reclaimed water" in their daily lives,
so that they will feel at ease in using "reclaimed water"; and

(© whether it has assessed if the local demand for Dongjiang water
will be reduced as a result of the widespread use of "reclaimed
water" in Hong Kong; if so, of the assessment results?
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Hon Frederick FUNG (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

(a)

(b)

(©)

whether the Buildings Department and other relevant departments
conducted inspections in various districts throughout the territory
in the past five years to ascertain the numbers of abandoned
signboards in these districts, understand their conditions and
assess the risks they posed; if so, of the resources and manpower
deployed by the authorities for such inspections, as well as the
current numbers of abandoned signboards in various districts and
the risks they pose; if not, the reasons for that;

of the number of abandoned signboards removed by the authorities
for the owners concerned in each of the past five years and the
amount of public money involved, as well as the number of cases
in which the removal costs were successfully recovered; and

of the existing measures to deal with the problem of abandoned
signboards for protecting public safety and for avoiding the use of
public money to remove abandoned signboards for the owners
concerned, whether the authorities have assessed the adequacy and
effectiveness of such measures, and whether they will consider
introducing a signboard registration system to ensure that owners
of signboards are responsible for removing their signboards?
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(18) Dr Hon Joseph LEE (Written Reply)

It has been reported that, due to the implementation of the voluntary
retirement and voluntary departure schemes by the Hospital Authority
("HA™) in recent years, coupled with the growing demand for nursing
manpower in the private medical sector, the wastage rate of HA nurses has
been on the rise. Nursing staff unions state that the problems of frontline
nursing manpower shortage and succession gaps in nursing management
personnel will emerge in public hospitals in the future. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council whether it knows:

@ the respective numbers of HA nursing staff who were promoted,
newly recruited or who departed in the past five years, broken
down by rank and hospital cluster;

(b) the number of nursing management personnel reaching retirement
age as anticipated by HA in each of the coming five years, broken
down by rank and hospital cluster; and

(©) whether HA will assess the projected wastage rate of nursing
management personnel and train up its nursing staff to fill the
vacancies concerned as soon as possible; if it will, of the details of
the training programme and the implementation timetable; if not,
the reasons for that?
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(19) Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

I have recently received requests for assistance from several members of the
public who allege that they have been in adverse possession of some land lots
in the New Territories for several decades and their houses, properties, crops,
etc. on these land lots were demolished or sabotaged recently by persons sent
by those who claimed to be the land owners, and some disused village houses
were also flattened. Their reports of the incidents to the Police seeking
assistance were not entertained. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

@ of the legislation and measures in place to protect private properties
on private land,

(b) how police officers should handle these cases for assistance under
police internal guidelines;

(©) of the number of request for assistance cases received by the Police
concerning sabotage of properties on private land in each of the past
three years, together with a breakdown of such cases by districts; and
among them, the number of cases which were not entertained; the
respective numbers of persons who were arrested and prosecuted for
criminal damage, as well as the penalties imposed by the court on
those convicted; and

(d) whether the relevant authorities will review the existing legislation
and the way the Police handle such cases, in order to effectively
protect private properties on private land; if not, of the reasons for
that?
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Hon CHOY So-yuk (Written Reply)

The Hong Kong Energy Efficiency Registration Scheme for Buildings,
launched by the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department ("EMSD")
in 1998, stipulates the energy efficiency requirements of lighting, air
conditioning, electrical, lift and escalator installations. A registration
certificate will be issued to a building which meets such requirements. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) of the number of registration certificates issued by EMSD in each
of the past five years and the types of installation involved;

(b) whether it will extend the scope of the above Scheme; if it will, of
the details; if not, the reasons for that;

() whether it will further encourage public participation in the
Scheme; if it will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; and

(d) whether installations used in newly-built government buildings
have to meet the above energy efficiency requirements; if not, the
reasons for that?



