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TST shooter, an off-duty
policeman, fired weapon used
to kill constable five years ago

Benjamin Weng and Clifford Lo

An off-duty policeman shot two
uniformed constables, killing one
of them, with & gun stolen from
and used 10 kill an officer five years
ago, police sources said yesterday.

The off-duty constable, Tsui
po-ko, 35, was also killed in the
shootout in Tsim Sha Tsuf in the
early hours of yesterday,

Police sources said evidence at
the scene suggested that Tsut fired
the first shots using the service re-
volver taken from constable Leung
Shing-yan, who was murdered in
2001 after he answered a bogus
noise complaint in Tsuen Wan.

The gun was found in the
biood-spattered underpass where
Tsui died along with Constable
Tsang Kwok-hang, 33. Tsang's
partner, Sin Ka-keung, 28, re-
mained in a serious condition in
the imensive-care unit of Queen
Elizabeth Hospilal last night.

Investigators were having diffi-
culty piecingtogether exactly what

[
2

happened, because Constable Sin,
the enly witness, had not been
able to talk to them.

But the gunfight is believed to
have broken out after the consta-
bles, attached to Patrol Sub-Unit
One of Tsim Sha Tsul police sta-
tion, tried (o stop Tsui for a search.

Police Commissioner Dick Lee
Ming-kwai said preliminary inves-
tigations indicated that 10 shots
were fired,

A police source said seven were
fired by the two patrol constables
and another three from Tsui's pun.

"We all commended the will-
power of the two officers who
managed to return fire and gun
down the suspect before they col-
lapsed,” the source said,

It is understood that the in-
jured Constable Sin pressed the
emergency button on his walkie-
talkie to alert police to a shooting
case hefore he fell.

He was found lying semi-con-
scious next to Tsui, while Tsang

-was fust a few steps away, one in-

vestigator said. The three revolvers
were on the floor beside them and
blood was sprayed on the walls,
floor and staircase of the subway,

*. near the junction of Canton and

Auslin roads. )
The men were taken to Queel
Elizabeth Hospital, where doctors
declared Tsang and Tsui dead.
Checks by the Forensic Fire-
arms Examination Bureau re-
vealed that the handgun carried
by Tsui was the police revolver sto-

len from i'..eung in 2001, annther
source said, adding the serial
number had been removed,

Organised Crime and Triad Bu-

reau detectives yesterday ap-
proached officers who worked
with Tsui for information about
his daily life and were understood
to be tracking his telephone re-
cords to see whom he had been in
contact with recently.

Last night, detectives were also
trying to establish whether others

The wife of slaln censtable Tsang Kwok-hang [centre] and retatives grieve at the site of his death, while earller yesterday

may have been involved in the in-
cident. Police found a grey van in

Kwun Chung Street, Jordan, which .

could be opened by a key found on
Tsui's body. Tsui was attached to
the police post at Disneyland.
Police went to Tsui’s home in
Yu Tung Court, Tung Chung, early
yesterday and took away evidence
and his wife for questioning.
Afier the gunfight, the scene -
about 300 metres from the Tsim
Sha Tsut police station - was cor-

i)

doned off as forensic experts
combed the area for evidence.

Constable Tsang, who joined
the force more than 10 years ago,
was transferred to the patrol sub-
unit of Tsirm Sha Tsui police sta-
tion abott two weeks ago,

At about 1.30pm, distraught
relatives, including his wife and
mother, burned ritual paper offer-
ings and joss sticks near the en-
trance to the underpass where
Tsang died.

officers comb the underpass for evidence, Photos: Robert Ng
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“I miss you, Kwok-hang,” his

sobbing mother screamed.

Chief Executive Donald Tsang'
Yam-kuen, who visited Constable
Sin yesterday, said he hoped the
full details of the shooting wouid
be established soon. “We hope the
families of the police officers will
sray strong,” he said.

Mr Lee described the incident
as a "heavy blow" to the force.

M Gun’s evil reign ends = €1
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Source says off-duty officer who shot colleagues was connected to underground betting syndicate

- Shooter
to soccer
gambling

Niall Fraser and Benfamin Wong

The off-duty police officer who shot
dead one of his colleagues and criti-
cally wounded another had long-
standing connections to an under-
ground soccer gambling syndicale,
a police source has 1old the Sunday
Morning Post.

Since the shooting in Tstm Sha
Tsui early on Friday

condition in Queen Elizabeth Hos-
pital, Ten shots were fired — three
by Tsui and seven by the two on-
duty officers.

Police chiefs confirmed the
.38 revolver Tsui used was the gun
stolen frem Constable Leung
Shing-yan, 23, who was shot dead
answering a bogus noise complaint
in Tsuen Wan in March 2001. It was

also used  kill Zafar

morning, it has been
discovered that Con-
stable Tsui Po-ko had a
“substantial amount”
of unexplained money
in his bank account,
the source said. e

Tsui, 35, gunned
down constables
‘Tsang Kwok-hang, 33,
and Sin Ka-keung, 28,

Igbal Khan, 31, a secu-
rity guard, during a
bank robbery in Castle
Peak Road nine
months later,

Tsui had reportedly
worked with Leung at
the Lei Muk Shue
police station.

Police said the
police-issue firearm

during a shootoutinan  Tsui n-ko: crack shot  was identified from its

underpass between
Canten Road and Austin Road.
Tsui - who was killed when his
colleagues returned fire - is be-
lieved to have had an excellent
shooting record. All three shots hie
fired hit their targets, the source
said. Tsang, who was shot in the
head, died from his injuries and
Constable Sin rernains in a serious

serial number, which
had been partly removed.

“This guy [Tsui] was known to
the police and he had long-term
connections to a soccer gambling
syndicate in which other officers
participated,” said the police
spurce. “Cbviously, something has
gone badly wrong here and it is not
only a big blaw to the force but also

Mourners burn
offerings for Tsang
‘Kwak-hang in the

. unde:;pass where he

shot.

a major embarrassment, given the
circumstances.”

Last night police said the inves-
tigation was continuing and would
not comment on specific allega-
tions. Detectives from the Organ-
ised Crime and Triad Bureau were
continuing their inquiries and, with
officers from the Police Tactical
Unit, they searched Tsui's home in
Tung Chung,

The detectives also questioned
some of Tsui's former colleagues,
another police source said. The
source denied media speculation
that a large sum of cash had been
found in a locker at the Disneyland
police station, where Tsui was sta-
tioned. But he did say that hoods
and wigs were found in the locker.

Civil Service Secretary Denise

Yue Chung-yee yesterday visited
Constable Sin in Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, where he remains in a
serious condition.

Meanwhile, police have said‘:

they will urge the government to
allow Tsang to be buried in Gallant
Garden, the cemetery near Tai Po
1eserved for clvil servanis who die
in the line of duty.

“Obviously, they are very sad
about the incident. [ was here to
offer our condolences and the
police welfare officers will follow up
any needs of the family as well as
funeral matters,” police chief Dick
Lee Ming-kwai said after visiting
Tsang's parents in Tsim Sha Tsui.

_About 40 former colleagues of
Tsang held a traditional ritual for
him at the scene of the shooting.
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constab!
murder

‘Officer with stolen gun had never been

[T

escaped

probe 1nt0

a suspect in earlier shooting, say police

" said. -

" in 2001 was used'to kill
- @ security guard later
.'the same year,

Clitford Lo

" The off-duty policeman believed to

- have gunned down two constables
with a stolen police revolver last -

" week had never been a suspect in

" the theft of the gun and murder of

its holder, a top. ofﬁcer smd yester-
day.

About 2, 000 ofﬁcers —one in
every 13 - were investigated over

the killing of Constable Leung -

Shing-yan five years ago but Tsui
Po-ko, killed along with another
officer in a shootout in Tsim Sha
Tsui early on. Friday, was not
among them, the head of the
force’s crime section, :

-Mr Lee said Tsui did not lcnow

the two other officers. -
' "'We believe that the off-duty PC
d that he was

acting alone at the time of the in-

“ cident,” he said. “Our investigation

has indicated that the suspect’s ac-
tion was premeditated and his en-

" counter with the two officers was -

not an accident.”
He insisted that it was a very “in-

‘dividual and exceptional” case,

adding: “In my 29 years of service,

_ this is the first case wiuch mvolved

a suspect like this.”
Mr Lee said there was no evi-

‘dénce that Tsui suffered psycho-

logical problems but a

John Lee Ka-chiu,

The assistant com- .| 2
missioner also con-
firmed that the weap-
on taken from Leung

He said Tsui was
killed by five shots |
from the pistol of
Tsang Kwok-hang,
who died after being
shot once in the head
in the underpass gun

battle that left Constable Sin Ka-

kung severely injured.

Speaking at a news conference, ..
‘Mr Lee said that, contrary to some
reports, Tsui had acted alone in his -

“premeditated” attack, He also re-
vealed that Tsang died from chok-
ing on his own blood rather than

. directly from the gunshot wound. -
Confinning a report in the South
China Morning Post yesterday, he -
- said the attack was aimed at steal-
ing the two officers’ revolvers and -

ammunition. The purpose was still
being investigated by the force's

Tng- fired five shots

criminal psychologist
had been invited to
1. join the investigation

" to give his views on
*| Tsui's mental state at
-| -the time of the attack.
‘ He confirmed that

" the revolver used b
Tsul had also been .
used to kill security
" guard Zafar Igbal
N\ Khan, 31, during .a

robbe T
Tsuen Wan nine
months after the mur-

der of Leung. Khan ‘

was shot three times. -
Organised Crime and Triad Bu-

reau officers were still investigating :
‘whether Tsui was the killer in this’"
case and that of Leung, who wis_;
.ambushed and shot with his own ¥
- gun when lie answered a bogus -
_ noise complaint in Tsuen Wan in

March 2001, Mr Lee said.
They were also looking into

_ whether Tsui had connections with

an inderground soccer gambling

‘syndicate and other illegal activi--
ties, as reported by the Sunday :
‘Morning Post.

_elite team from the Orgamsed‘ -
Cnme and 'I‘nad Bureau. .

‘Bureau detectives retumned to

.the crime scene at the junction of

--Austin and Canton roads at about
-‘1:30pm yesterday. Another team
.searched a hillside near Yu Tung
.Gour ;. Tung Chung, where Tsul
fhve 'With his wife and daughter. -
;" Ten shots were fired - three by
- Tsui and seven by the two on-duty .

officers — in the gunfight at about .

115am on Friday. Tsang fired five
shots, all of thern hitting Tsui; Con-

- stable Sin fired two shots at close

range, both missing their target.

- w*Mr Leerefused to reveal any fur-

the ‘details of the shooting yester-

:da p saying there was likely to be an.

inquest.
. He also made no mention of in-

. formation given to the Postbyase~

nior officer that Tsang's pistol was

-found on him in its holster.

Mr Lee denied reports that a

huge amount of cash was seized
".during the investigation.- -

- He also refused to-confirm re-
ports that mirrors inside the tunnel
that allow people to see blind spats

had been adjusted before the
'shootmg .
Constable Sin,. who was shot i in

the face and leg, remained in a sta-

.ble condition in Queen Ehzabeth

Hospital last mght.
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Pressure gro
for i Inquiry

police

Niall Fraser
and Barclay Crawford

Pressure is mounting for an inde-
pendent inquiry into the shoot-out
between three palice officers in the
heart of Hong Kong's tourist dis-
trict as more details emerge that
cast doubt on the official version of
events.

Police have also confirmed to

*_the Sunday Morning Post that they

Jhave located a motorbike that

sources say was seen being ridden
away. from the scene of the shoot..

out in which Constable TFsang

Kwok-hang died and Constable Sin
Ka-keung was seriously injured
after apparently being shot by off-

duty officer Tsui Po-ko, who was
Also killed.

" New details obtained from sep-
arate sources also increase the like-
lihood that Tsui had long-standing
connections to a soccer betting
syndicate and was in the T'sirn Sha
Tsui underpass for a pre-arranged
meeting early in the hours ofMarch
17.

The Post has also learned that
detectives are probing three bank
accounts in Tsui's name which
hold a "substantial seven figure
sum” and that a van police seized
near the scene- forwhich Tsui held
the keys - had been stolen. He was
also the sole owner of two flats in
Hong Kong, according to a source.

It is also understood that one
reasaon police retumed to the scene
on Friday was to search for more
bullet casings, suggesting more
than the three people may have
been invoived in the shoot-out.

The push for an inquiry comes
amid growing public concem that
the official explanation does not
tell the full story of the gun battle.

Last night the chairman of the
Legislative Council’s security pan-
el, James To Kun-sun, said he was
considering calling a meeting of the
panel this week to probe the extent
of soccer betting within the force
and allegations police had failed to
adequately investigate the activity.

Tsang Kwok-hang

Zafar lqbal Khan

Leung Shing-yan

Police say that if Constable Tsui Po-ko {right} were alive they
would have enough evidence to charge him in relation to the _
~murder of these three: men. But was he actlng alone? =

MTr To said he initially favoured
having a coroner oversee the inves-
tigation. But following the Post's
discavery of the problem going
back at least five years, he had “seri-
ous doubts” about the policeinves-
tigar.ion and restricting it to a coro-
ner's mquest “A coroner is only
altowed to investigate murders and
this is not enough if there are wider
implications from the shootings.”

Mr To said the panel would ex-
plore whether it was necessary to
have an independent inquiry into

Inside

# Pages 2 &3
What force will and
won't say;
Too hot to handte

# Page 12
Editorial

;

the case. “It's the security panel’s .

duty to monitor the palice and
these allegations of soccer gam-
bling have caused a lot of concern.”

The lawmaker was also con-
cerned about information ob-
tained by the Post that Tsui may not
have “arnbushed” the two officers
but was at a pre-arranged meeting.

Assistant Commissioner John
Lee Ka-chiu has blamed the deaths
of the officers on Tsui and said
there was enough evidence to pros-
ecute him in connection with the
deaths in 2001 of Constable Leung
Shing-yan and security guard Zafar
Igbal Khan. The men were mur-
dered with Leung’s stolen gun,
which was found next to Tsui's
body, police say.

Asked whether there was a con-
nection between the Tsim Sha Tsui
shootings and soccer betting,

' police said they were investigating

all avenues. They declined to an-
swer questions about whether an
internal investigation into police

46

soccer gamhling in 2000/2001 was

halted.

Lawmaker Margaret Ng Ngoi-
yee has urged Chief Executive Don-
ald Tsang Yam-kuen to order anin-
dependent inquiry.

She said police should also
“automatically” want an indepen-
dent panel to ease growing public
concerns and show they had noth-
ing to hide. “This is the sort of mat-
ter, where police officers are inves-
tigating police officers, where there
is grounds for an inguiry. We don't
know what is going to be raised by
the ongoing inquiries, but it is
bound to become more complicat-
ed, and many of the questions will
not be answered publicly.”

Mr To also said the coroner’s
office should become involved in
overseeing the investigation irme-
diately, “There is plenty of specula-
tion going on in the public, and
they will not be satisfied with the
outcome of any investigation if
only the police investigate.”
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- Tsim Sha Tsui police killings —
is this what really happened?

Last week the Sunday Moming Post made bath a

1 twas duclingd.
Instead, wa santihe forc of written Guestions -
abkqut Lhepcident and ev erthe past five years =
campiled after a Post

answers or partial an
this reason far net
“You will apprecia

infarmatien that can be released is theretere limited,”

The force has confirmed that

the revoplver retrieved from
Tsul Po-ko in the underpass.was
that of shot Constable Leung Shing-
yan. Can yeuato confirm that edch
and every round fired duging the ex-
change which hit both Constable
Tsang Kwok-hang and Constable
Sin Ka-keung came from that gun?
Also, was Tsui’s 12-round clip
empty?

ballistic examination has indi-

cated the bullets which killed the
patrolling police constable and in-
jured another patrolling constabie
came from the gun used by the sus-

pect. The same revolver has been
confirmed to be the police revolver

stolen from Leung Shing-yan, who-

was murdered on March 14, 2001, in

" Shek Wai Kok, Twelve bullets were
stolen together with the police re-
volver from the late Leung. Police in-
vestigations indicated that six shots
were [ired in the Leung case, and
three were fired in the robbery case
involving the Hang Seng Bank. With
regard to the shooting case in Tsim
Sha Tsui, the suspect fired three
shots.

Can you confirm that investigators

have seized a stolen van that was
parked near the scene in Tsim Sha
~ Tsui, and that investigators are
looking into a report of a motorcy-
- clist riding avway from the scene in
the immediate aftermath of the
shootings?
Police have located a light goods ve-
hicle in Kwun Chung Street, Yau Ma
Tei, and a motorcycle which was be-
lieved to have been used by the sus-
pect prior to the incident. They are
important exhibits in the police in-
vestigation.

Did either Constable Tsang or Con-
stable Sin have any cash on them at
the time of the shooting. If so, how
much?

No answer,

Can you confirm that Police Com-
missioner Dick Lee Ming-kwai has
visited Constable Sin in hospital on
at least two occasions since he was
shot in the underpass, and that des-
pite Constable Sin’s injuries render-
ing him unable to speak, he has
been able to cornmumnicate by other
means?

The comumissioner of police as well
as other senior police officers have
visited Constable Sin several times
since he sustained serious injuries in
the incident.

Can you confirm that Tsui is known
to the police to have been right-
handed?

No answer.

Can you also confirm that Tsui met
the requirements on more than one
occasion to join the Special Duties
Unit, but was rejected after person-
ality tests revealed that he was un-
suitable for such a posting?

No answer.

Can you confirm that investigators
are looking into three separate bank
accounts, all registered in Tsui's
name, at least one of which is an
HSBC account, and that a sum of
money in the seven-figure range has
been found in the three accounts?
No answer.

Can you confirm that one avenue of
investigation is to find out if there
are any links between these bank
accounts and constables Tsang and
Sin?

No answer.

On or around the time of the shoot-
ings, can you confirm that an anti-
prostitution and -vice aperation
codenamed Operation Windpipe,
involving Kowloon West regional
crime unit and other units, was on-
going in Tsim Sha Tsui ?

Police mounted an anti-crime opera-
tion codenamed Operation Wind-
pipe in the Kowloon West Region, in-
cluding Mongkok, Yau Tsim, Sham-
shuipo and Kowloon City, between
March 15 and i7.

Can you confirm that, in fact - con-
trary to some media reports — no
cash was found in Tsui's locker, only
one wig. And that, in fact, there was
no “Tsui Po-ko diary” or “hit list” of
tycoons, including Tung Chee-hwa?
No comment.

We have properly sourced informa-
tion that Tsui was actively involved
in a soccer betting syndicate, which
has been operating for some time
and involved other police officers
and substantial amounts of money.
Can you confirm ot deny that the in-
vestigation is looking into this?

Police would look inte all aspects

concemning the background of the
suspect. However, no details could
be provided.

We also have properly sourced in-
formation that this was no “am-
bush”, as such, but was in fact a pre-
arranged meeting between consta-

Key questions: what force will and won’t say

bles Tsui, Tsang and Sin. Can you
confirm or deny this? Also, can you
confinm or deny that one avenue of
investigation is that Tsui may have
been, in the local vemacular, “done
in for a dehyt”?

No answer.

Can you confirm that it was a breach
of police orders for Leung to have
gone to investigate a noise com-
plaint in Lei Muk Shue by himseli?
Can you alse confirm that the per-
son who shot him was left-handed?
There is nothing whatsoever to sug-
gest that the late constable had done
anything in breach of police orders
while he was investigating the noise
complaint en March 14, 2001.

Can you confirm that in 2000 or
2001, an investigation carried cut by
the Criminal Intelligence Bureau —
which began by looking at soccer
betting out of Ngau Tau Kok police
station - was subsequently dropped
afiter it exposed a much wider prob-
lem of soccer gambling within the
force?

No answer.

Can you also confirm that the police
have in their possession surveil-
lance-video footage of Hong Kong
police officers conducting soccer-
betting-related transactions or
meetings in Macau, and that much
of this illicit business is carried out
in Macau?

No answer.

At present, police officers are re-
quired to fill out a form recording
any trip they make to Macau. Can
you confirm that after April 1 this
yeat, they will no longer be required
to do so? How will the system
change?

The notification requirement for pri-
vate visits to Macau will be suspend-
ed with effect from April 1, 2006,

When will the funeral of Tsui be
held, and has hisbody been released
to his family?

No answer

Can you also confirm or deny that
Tsui was either the sole proprietor
or owner of two flats in Hong Kong?
No answer.

Have any senior police officers vis-

ited or been in contact with Tsui's _

widow to explain what impact her
husband’s death will have on her
pension rights?

Officers from the Police Welfare
Branch have been in contact with
Tsui's family and will provide assis-
tance wherever appropriate and nec-
essary.
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