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Hon Fred LI (Oral Reply)

According to a household health survey jointly conducted by the
Department of Health ("DH") and the Department of Community Medicine
of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Hong Kong, some
underweight people are still trying to reduce their body weight. Another
survey has also revealed that among 40% of the respondents who are
secondary students, many have tried to reduce their body weight by
methods detrimental to health, resulting in eating disorders in some cases.
In addition, a survey conducted by the Consumer Council ("CC") has
revealed that most of the body-slimming advertisements contain
exaggerated and misrepresented information. However, as the Beauty
Industry Code of Practice drawn up by CC has no legal effect and is
intended only for voluntary compliance by the industry, it can hardly serve
to protect the public. In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council whether:

@ DH plans to follow up the findings of the above household health
survey; if so, of the main target groups and the estimated amount
of expenditure to be incurred; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) DH and other relevant government departments will take measures
to strengthen their efforts in preventing and treating eating
disorders; and

(©) it plans to respond to the findings of the CC's survey by tightening
the regulation of body-slimming advertisements, including
requiring all claims made in such advertisements to be supported
by substantiated evidence?



