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24 July 2006 

Mr K C KWOK, BBS, JP 
Government Economist 
Economic Analysis and Business Facilitation Unit 
Financial Secretary�s Office 
9/F, West Wing 
Central Government Offices 
11 Ice House Street 
Hong Kong 
 
Dear Mr KWOK, 
 

Panel on Financial Affairs 
Follow-up to the meeting on 5 June 2006 

 

Information about high-income households 
 
 Thank you for your reply of 19 June 2006. 
 
 At the request of Hon Emily LAU and with the concurrence of Hon Bernard 
CHAN, Chairman of the Panel, I write to invite the Administration to provide further 
information on the above subject.  
 
 Hon Emily LAU notes from your reply that the General Household Survey 
(GHS) regularly conducted by the Census and Statistics Department does not and 
cannot cater for the collection of information regarding households with the highest 
income.  In this connection, she also notes the following information: 
 
 (a) In the Quarterly Report on GHS (January to March 2006) (Appendix 

I), information on �Monthly household income� is categorized in 
various ranges with the highest one being �HK$≥50,000�; 

 
 (b) In the presentation material for the Panel meeting on 5 June 2006 

(Appendix II), information on �Monthly household income� is 
categorized in various ranges with the highest one being 
�HK$≥80,000�; and 

 
 (c) In the Consultation Document on �Broadening the Tax Base, Ensuring 

our Future Prosperity: What�s the Best Option for Hong Kong?� 
provided for the special Panel meeting on 18 July 2006 (Appendix III), 
�High-income household� is defined as belonging to the highest 20% 
of household income group. 
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 Judging from the above information, it appears that the Administration has 
collected data which enables it to categorize household income into at least five 
groups.  Reference to the practices in the United Kingdom (UK) (Appendix IV) and 
the United States (US) (Appendix V) indicate that analyses are made by comparing 
information on different household groups categorized according to their income level.  
In this connection, the Administration is invited to take the following actions: 
 
 (a) On the Quarterly Report on GHS, please elaborate on the data item on 

�Household income in the last month� in the survey questionnaire, in 
particular, whether several income ranges are provided for the 
households to select and if so, the highest range provided and the 
rationale for setting the highest range at such level; if not, how the 
information collected is categorized into various ranges; 

 
 (b) On the Consultation Document on �Broadening the Tax Base, Ensuring 

our Future Prosperity: What�s the Best Option for Hong Kong?�, please 
elaborate on the income level of the �high-income household�, i.e. the 
highest 20% of household income group, and how the information is 
collected; and 

 
 (c) In connection with items (a) and (b) above, please make reference to 

the practices in the UK and the US, and consider how information 
about the top level of household income could be collected in Hong 
Kong. 

 I should be grateful if the Administration would let me have its written 
response (in both Chinese and English) on or before 30 September 2006.  Please 
forward the softcopy of the written response to Ms May LEUNG at 
mleung@legco.gov.hk. 
 
 Please note that unless your Office raises objection, the written response will 
be made available to the media and public and placed in the Library of the Legislative 
Council.  It will also be available on the Web Site of the Council on the Internet. 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

(Ms Rosalind MA) 
for Clerk to Panel 

 
Encl. 
c.c. Hon Bernard CHAN, GBS, JP (Chairman) 
 Hon Emily LAU, JP 
 Ms Vivian SUM, AA/FS  (Fax: 2840 0569) 
 Mrs Avia LAI, AA/SFST  (Fax: 2537 1736) 


























