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Dr York CHOW Yat-ngok, SBS, JP 
Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food 
8th floor, West Wing 
Central Government Offices 
11 Ice House Street 
Central 
Hong Kong 
 
 
Dear Dr CHOW, 
 

Panel on Health Services 
 

Notification of infectious diseases between the Mainland and Hong Kong 
 
 At the meeting of the Panel on Health Services (the Panel) on 9 January 2006, 
the Administration briefed members on the notification of infectious diseases between 
the Mainland and Hong Kong.  The Panel notes that the criteria for laboratory 
confirmation of influenza A (H5N1) infections used in the Mainland are more 
stringent than those recommended by the World Health Organisation in its latest 
guideline on laboratory tests to identify avian influenza virus in specimens from 
humans.  In the Mainland, an extra test is required to confirm a human influenza A 
(H5N1) infection case tested by a local laboratory.  A longer time of about three to 
four weeks has therefore been taken for notification of a confirmed case by the 
Mainland.  The Panel is concerned about the increased risk to Hong Kong in the 
interim, in view of the heavy cross-border traffic between Hong Kong and the 
Mainland. 
 
 On behalf of the Panel, I am writing to request you to convey the Panel’s 
concern to the Mainland Ministry of Health and the Health Department of the 
Guangdong Province and explore with them on the possibility of - 
 
 (a) notifying Hong Kong of all suspected cases of infectious diseases prior 

to laboratory confirmation of such cases; and 
 
 (b) putting in place an electronic platform to facilitate Hong Kong to 

communicate direct with health authorities at provincial level in the 
Mainland about infectious disease outbreaks and incidents.  
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 I look forward to your early reply to the Panel’s requests. 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

(KWOK Ka-ki) 
Chairman 

Legislative Council Panel on Health Services 
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