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Your Ref.: CB1/PL/ITB
4 March 2006
Panel on Information Technology and Broadcasting
Legislative Council
Legislative Council Building
8 Jackson Road
Central, Hong Kong
Attention: Ms Debby Yau
Dear Madam,
Panel on Information Technology and Broadcasting
Invitation for submissions
We refer to your letter of 2 February 2006 on the subject matter.
We are pleased to confirm our attendance to the captioned meeting and the particulars
of our representatives are detailed in the enclosed form. Furthermore, we would like
to provide our view on the issue of public service broadcasting in Hong Kong as
below:

Role of PSB in Hong Kong
1.

The core value and role of Public Service Broadcasting (PSB) in Hong Kong is
to serve the community. The scope of PSB covers all aspects of life including
education and information, Government services, social work, as well as arts and
culture just to name a few. Furthermore, since Hong Kong is an international
city having a population with mixed nationalities and ethnic groups, distinct
interests of diverse audiences will need to be catered, e.g. special needs of new
immigrants to Hong Kong to adjust to lifestyle and culture of the local society.
It is therefore the function and responsibility of the public service broadcaster to
fulfil the mission of PSB and facilitate building of a harmonious society of Hong
Kong.
\..2

2.

In practice, the three radio broadcasters have produced and broadcast public
service programmes in considerable quantity and variety. The issue of
adequacy of PSB in Hong Kong should be subject to public opinion. In the
event that the extent of PSB delivery would be increased, the existing radio
broadcasters should be utilised for the purpose.

Proposed Institutional Arrangement and Funding for PSB
3.

We advocate that PSB should be supported by government funding, as PSB is
aimed for the benefit of the community. For the matter of internal governance
of PSB, it should be a decision based upon the opinion of the general public.

Mechanism for Monitoring Performance of PSB
4.

Performance monitoring of PSB should be subject to the same regulations as
those for the commercial broadcasters and the regulatory body overseeing the
commercial broadcasters should oversee the performance of the public service
broadcasters. There is no obvious need to put the public service broadcasters
on separate footing in terms of performance monitoring thereby incurring extra
funding from establishment of a separate body for the purpose.

Provision of PSB by Publicly-funded and Commercial Broadcasters
5.

We are of the view that PSB should be initiated by the Government and
supplemented by the commercial broadcasters. As a commercial broadcaster, a
key consideration in our programme production and service is that they are
financially viable. This means that we are inclined to cater to the mass market
more so than public-funded broadcasters. In the case of Metro Broadcast, we
have duly fulfilled all licence conditions stipulating the provision of public
service programmes and in fact aired public service programmes in excess of the
requirements of our licence (Appendix 1).

6.

We are willing to consider provision of PSB outside of our licence requirements
subject to fulfilment of two factors: (i) funding needs to be provided, and (ii) the
programme itself should be commercially viable.
\..3

Impact of Technological Advancement on PSB
7.

We envisage that technological advancement towards digitisation will result in
increase in availability of audio broadcasting frequencies to be utilised for the
purpose of PSB. The resultant additional frequencies from technological
advancement should lead to a more comprehensive range of public broadcasting
service with more niche interests better served.

Editorial Independence for PSB
8.

The editorial policy of PSB should honour editorial independence that is
generally understood as the editors being independent of any commercial,
political and vested interests in news reporting, commentaries and programme
production.

The need for public access channels in Hong Kong
9.

In Hong Kong, the existing broadcasters, be it commercial or publicly-funded,
have already provided many programmes to facilitate citizens to express and
exchange opinions. As such, the need for public access channels in Hong Kong
is doubtful. Any proposal for additional public access channels should be
subject to further discussion and its value be thoroughly assessed.

In the meantime, should you require further information, please feel free to contact the
undersigned. Thank you for your kind attention.
Yours faithfully,
For and on behalf of
Metro Broadcast Corporation Limited

Katherine Kwok
Deputy Director – Compliance & Operations
Encl.
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