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Hong Kong Aviation Club
Submission to the Special Meeting of Panel
on Planning, Lands and Works
to be held on 25 January 2005

In response to the newly released concept plans on “Kai Tak Planning Review” by the
Planning Department, we are writing to express our sincere concerns that the Government
is intended to turn the existing site of our Kai Tak Club house to “Sung Wong Toi Park” in
the 3 outline concept plans. From the report of the Stage 1 Public Participation of the Kai
Tak Planning Review, it stated that one of its visions is to consider Kai Tak as one of the
collective memories of Hong Kong in view of its aviation history. It also stressed that the
relevant heritage elements should be reckoned in the new planning framework. We are
disappointed that the Hong Kong Aviation Club, being the primitive inhabitant of Kai Tak,
is being excluded from the Kai Tak Planning and not being recognized as part of the
heritage elements.
The Hong Kong Aviation Club (HKAC) was formed in 1981 as a result of an
amalgamation of the Hong Kong Flying Club and the Aero Club of Hong Kong, which had
been operating flying activities at Kai Tak before the commercial airlines since 1920s’.
HKAC is a non-profit making organization with tax exemption by the Inland Revenue
Department and has been granted a short term lease at HK$1 nominal rent by the Lands
Department since January 2003. The main objectives of the HKAC can be categorized as
follows:
Community and Youth Development
One of the primary focuses of our Club is the promotion of general aviation in the local
community. HKAC launched a Young Eagles program in 1998 where members of the
Club provide free air experiences to youth of the Hong Kong Air Cadets Corp (HKACC)
and over 900 youth have been benefited from this program last year. In addition, we have
offered charity flights to under-privileged children since 1980’s. HKAC has a special
concern for the Youth and has been active in arranging Club visits for primary and
secondary students where we provide access to light aircraft and helicopters. The HKAC
has provided a free venue to HKACC since 1986 and provided light aircraft access to
HKACC for ground training. Light aircraft display has been provided by the Club to
various organizations and locations, e.g. Air Scout of Wah Yan College and 3,000 students
from mainland China for aviation education and exposure. In addition, HKAC has been
proud to provide scholarships leading to Private Pilot License PPL since 1976. Most
recent scholarship was awarded to a member of the HKACC.
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Aviation Sports Pursuit
The HKAC is privileged to be the sole official Hong Kong representative to the Fédération
Aéronautique Internationale (FAI). HKAC is recognized by the Sport Federation &
Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China as the local authority for issuing Aero Sporting
Licenses for aviators in Hong Kong. Holders of the license are able to represent Hong
Kong to attend all international FAI recognized aviations sports including parachuting,
paragliding, air-modelling, aerobatic flying and hot air ballooning, etc. The spirit of
Shenzhou VI gave us a brief, glittering glimpse of how far we can stretch in the aviation
dream. The HKAC has been keen in providing flying opportunities for local Hong Kong
citizens who have the passion to fly. As a continued effort on general aviation promotion,
the Hong Kong Aviation Day was organized in 2002 at the Club and co-organize with
HKACC in 2003.
Being the leader of all Hong Kong Aero Sports, the Club house at Sung Wong Toi Road
provides administrational, recreational and educational facilities to:
!
1,500 members of the HKAC;
!
Hong Kong Parachute Association;
!
Guild of Air Pilots & Navigators, Hong Kong;
!
Royal Aeronautical Society of Hong Kong;
!
Hong Kong Balloon & Airship Club;
!
Air Modeler enthusiastic
!
Aviation Development Council
!
Far East Flying & Technical School
!
4,000 members of HKACC and in particular 800 Adult Leaders.
Flight Training
HKAC manages the Far East Flying & Technical School Ltd. (FEFTS), a wholly owned
subsidiary for aviation education. The FEFTS was previously the largest flying technical
college in Asia, catering for some 500 students per annum in Kai Tak at its peak in the
1950’s. Currently, FEFTS organizes Ground School Courses on Private Pilot License (PPL)
curriculum to prepare students for Hong Kong Civil Aviation Department (CAD) written
exams. HKAC is the only organization in Hong Kong that can provide CAD certified
instructors and the majority of course participants are from the general public. As the only
organization other than Airlines in Hong Kong that can provide flight training up to PPL
level and Qualified Flying Instructor (QFI) according to CAD requirement in light aircraft
and helicopter, our students have included officers of CAD which received PPL and
recency training. Many graduates of our courses have been able to pursuit a career in the
Airlines or related industries, such as aircraft maintenance, airport management, air traffic
controllers, etc. HKAC take pride in providing aerobatic and emergency maneuver
training to instructors of Civil Aviation Flight University of China in 2005.
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HKAC has in its own name, and previously in the names of its predecessors held its
current premises, originally under Government leases and now under a Short Term
Tenancy since 1958. The continue availability of the site and the existing buildings is
essential for both HKAC and the associated organizations listed above and indeed for the
future of general aviation in Hong Kong.
In view of our community service objectives and to retain general aviation sport activities
in Hong Kong, we sincerely request the Government could provide policy support for the
HKAC to retain its current site at Sung Wong Toi Road, Kai Tak. Your consideration is
very much appreciated.

Alex Yan
President
Hong Kong Aviation Club
18th January 2006

