
Recent Measures Implemented by the Police in relation to 
Public Meetings and Public Processions 

 
  The Police are fully committed to facilitating the exercise of the 
right of peaceful assembly.  To enhance the current system relating to 
public meetings and public processions, the Police have implemented a 
number of measures recently.  They include – 
 
(a) Guidelines: To assist frontline officers in exercising their discretion 

to regulate public meetings and processions, the Police have widely 
promulgated the “Guidelines on the approach to the Public Order 
Ordinance in relation to public meetings and public processions” (the 
Guidelines) among frontline Police officers.  The Guidelines state 
nothing new but aim to further explain the meaning of important 
terms, supply additional guidance on the terms used on the limits to 
Police discretion, and enhance the consistency of the criteria with the 
Basic Law’s requirements of legal certainty.  To provide guidance to 
the public, the Guidelines have also been made available on the 
Police’s website and Divisional Police Report Rooms for public 
inspection. 

 
(b) Seminars: To enhance frontline supervisory Police officers’ 

understanding of the Public Order Ordinance (POO) and the 
principles governing the policing of public meetings and processions, 
three seminars were held in September and November 2005.  The 
seminars were conducted by senior and experienced counsel from 
Department of Justice (DoJ).  The essence of the judgment 
delivered by the Court of Final Appeal on Leung Kwok Hung & 
Others v. HKSAR FACC Nos. 1 & 2 of 2005 was also covered.  

 
(c) Conditions: In exercising the discretionary power to impose 

conditions on proposed public meetings and processions, the Police 
have given full consideration to the importance of rationality, 
proportionality and necessity.  The Police have also taken positive 
steps to enhance communications with organizers of such events.  
For instance, organizers are encouraged to inform the Police if they 
anticipate a significant change in the number of participants so that 
deployment could be adjusted accordingly and appropriate safety 
measures could be put in place.  Some sample letters of no objection 
illustrating the above are at Annex.  The above has been adopted in 
the Guidelines. 
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(d) Liaison with DoJ: DoJ has been providing advice to the Police on the 

handling of notifications of public meetings and processions, 
whenever necessary.  The Police will continue to maintain close 
liaison with DoJ in this regard. 

 
 
Hong Kong Police Force 
February 2006 
 



Annex 
附件







 







 
 


	Hong Kong Police Force

