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LEGCO PANEL ON WELFARE SERVICES 

 

Consultancy Study for the Review of the 

Design Manual: Barrier Free Access 1997 

 

 

PURPOSE 

 

  This paper informs Members on the development of a 

consultancy study for the review of the Design Manual: Barrier 

Free Access 1997 (hereafter referred to as “DM97”). 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

2.  It is the Government’s policy to develop a barrier-free 

physical environment for people with disabilities (hereafter 

referred to as “PWDs”) to live independently and participate 

actively in the community.  With this policy objective in mind 

and in accordance with section 84 of the Disability 
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Discrimination Ordinance (Cap.487), newly constructed or 

substantially altered private buildings are required by the Building 

(Planning) Regulations and related legislation under the Buildings 

Ordinance (Cap. 123) to provide access and facilities for PWDs.  

The obligatory and recommended design requirements for 

provision of the access and facilities are set out in the DM97.  

As a general policy, all newly constructed government buildings 

would comply with the design requirements stipulated in the 

DM97.     

 

3.  In the 2001 Policy Address, the Government proposed the 

initiative of conducting a review on the DM97 with a view to 

enhancing the design requirements taking into account changes in 

building technology and expectation of the community.  The 

design requirements will also be enhanced to ensure the health 

and safety of the elderly.  In this connection, the Buildings 

Department has commissioned a consultancy study to review the 

DM97.  The objectives of the review are to: 

 

(a) update the design requirements with reference to 

changes in building technology, quality of life of the 

general public and attitudes of the community towards 

the provision of facilities for PWDs over the past 

years;  
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(b) remove ambiguity in the current application of the 

design requirements; and  

 

(c) address the specific needs of the elderly in order to 

provide a comfortable, safe and elderly-friendly living 

environment. 

 

 

THE REVIEW 

 

4.  The consultant has studied relevant provisions in Australia, 

United Kingdom, USA, Norway and Japan, and carried out 

researches on the latest available assistive facilities and 

equipment.  The consultant has also consulted stakeholders 

including the Sub-committee on Access of the Rehabilitation 

Advisory Committee, Hong Kong Council of Social Services, 

Joint Council for the Physically and Mentally Disabled Hong 

Kong, Architectural Services Department, Housing Authority, 

Hong Kong Institute of Architects, Hong Kong Institute of 

Surveyors, Rehabilitation Engineering Centre of Hong Kong 

Polytechnic University, and non-governmental organizations of 

PWDs and the elderly.  In reviewing the design requirements for 

compiling a new draft Design Manual, the consultant has 
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critically considered these stakeholders’ views to strike a good 

balance among the varied interests and competing needs.   

 

 

KEY AREAS OF ENHANCEMENT TO THE DESIGN 

REQUIREMNETS 

 

5.  The draft new Design Manual annexed to this paper sets 

out the obligatory and recommended design requirements 

proposed by the consultant after the review.  The key areas of 

enhancement to the current design requirements in the DM97 are 

highlighted below for Members’ easy reference: 

 

(a) new requirements on the provision of access to 

backstage facilities of auditoriums, tactile warning 

strips and Braille/tactile maps are introduced; 

 

(b) detailed requirements on the number, size and 

signage of parking spaces for PWDs have been 

added; 

 

(c) enhanced requirements on the provision of tactile 

guide path for different types of building have been 

added; 
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(d) surfaces of floor and ramp are required to be 

slip-resistant and with luminous contrast between 

wall and floor; 

 

(e) door design in terms of width and closing devices 

has been revised; 

 

(f) directional signage to guide PWDs in way-finding 

has been improved; 

 

(g) minimum illumination levels are specified for 

corridor, stairs and lift lobby for visually impaired 

persons; 

 

(h) more detailed requirements for audible and visual 

fire alarm and emergency call bell in disabled toilets 

have been incorporated; 

 

(i) more detailed requirements for provision of assistive 

listening systems for the hearing impaired have been 

provided; and 

 

(j) recommended design guidelines for elderly-friendly 
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built environment are incorporated. 

 

 

WAY FORWARD 

 

6.  After consulting Panel Members, there will be a 6-month 

public consultation period commencing January 2006 on the draft 

new Design Manual.  Taking into account views received in the 

consultation, the Design Manual will be finalized and necessary 

legislative amendments to the relevant building regulations will 

be pursued. 

 

 

ADVICE SOUGHT 

 

7.  Members are invited to note the development of the 

consultancy study to review the DM97 and to comment on the 

draft new Design Manual. 

 

 

 

Health, Welfare and Food Bureau 

January 2006 


































































































































































































































































































