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and respect social ethics.

Article 54 It is the duty of citizens of the People's
Republic of China to safeguard the security, honour and interests
of the motherland; they must not commit acts detrimental to the
security, honour and interests of the motherland.

Article 55 Tt is the sacred duty of every citizen of the
People’s Republic of China to defend the motherland and resist
aggression. ~

It is the honourable duty of citizeds of the People’s Republic
of China to. perform military service and join the militia in
accordance with law. .

. Article 56 It is the duty of citizens of the People's
Republic of China to pay taxes in accordance with law.

Chapter I
The Structure of the State

Section 1
The National People’s Cougress

vV Article 57 'The National People's Congress of the People's
Republic of China is the highest organ of state power. Its
permanent body is the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress. :

" Article 58 The National People’s Congress and s
Standing Committee exercise the legislative power of the State,

Article 59 The National People's Congress is composed of
deputies elected from the provinces, autonomous regions, ang
municipalities directly under the Central Government and of
deputies elected from the armed forces. All the minority
nationalities are entitled to appropriate representation.

Election of deputies 1 the National People's Congress is
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v Article 6F T Stawdig Commitiee of thx Nodiomal

People's Congress exercises the following {functions and powers:
(1) to interpret the Constitution and sUpervise  its

enforcement;

(2) to'enact and amend laws, with the exception of those
which should be enacted by the National People's Congress;

(3) to partially supplement and amend, when the National
People’s Congress is not in session, laws enacted by the National
People’s Congress, provided that the basic principles of these
laws are not contravened:

(4) to interpret laws;

*(3) to review and approve, when the National Pecple’s

Congress is not in-session, partial adjustments to the plan for
- national economic and social development or to the State budget

that prove nef:essary in the course of their implementation ;
_ (6) to supervise the work of the State Council, the Central
Military Commission, the Supreme People's Court and the

- Supreme People's Procuratorate:

{7) to annul those administrative regulations, clécisi_ons or
orders of the State Council that contravene the Constitution or
other laws; . ' .

(8) to annul those local regulations or decisions of the organs
of state power of provinces, autonormous regions, and municipali-
ties directly under the Central Government thar contravene the
Constitution, other laws or administrative regulations;

(9) to decide, when the National People's Congress is not in
session, on the choice of Ministérs in charge of ministries or

. commissions, the Auditor-General or the Secretary-General -of

the State Council upon nomination by the Premier of the State

Council ;

(10} w decide, when the National People's Congress is not
in session, on the choice of other members of the Central Military
Commission upon nomination by the Chairman of the

" Commission;

(11) to appoint or remove, at the recommendasion of the

53
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President of the Supreme People’s Court, the Vice-Presidents and
Judges of the Suprerne People's Court, members of its Judicial
Committee and the President of the Military Court; .

(12) to appoint or remove, at the recommendation of the

" Procurator-General of the Supreme People's Procuratorate, the

Deputy Procurators-General and procurators of the Supreme
People's Procuratorate, members of its Procuratorial Committee
and the Chief Procurator of the Military Procuratorate, and
to apprave the appointment or removal of ‘the chief procurators
of the people’s procuralorates of Provinces, aulonomous regions,
and municipalitiey direetly under the Central Government;

(13) (o decide on the appointment or recall of plenipo-
tentiary representatives abroad; '

(14) to decide on the ratification or abrogation of treaties .

and important agreements concluded with foreign’ states;

(15) to institute systems of titles and ranks for military and -

diplomatic personnel and of other specific titles and ranks;

(16) to institute State medals and titles of honour and dem’de‘

on their conferment ;
(17) to decide on the granting -of special pardons;

(18) to decide,” when the National People’s Congress is

not in session, on the proclamation of a state of war in the event
of an armed attack on thg country or in fulfilment of interna-

~ tional treaty obligations concerning common defence against

aggression;

(19) to decide on general or partial mobilization;

(20) to decide on the imposition of martial law throughout
the country or in particular provinces, autonomous regions, or
municipalities directly under the Central Government; and-

(21) to exercise such other functions and powers as .the
National People’s Congress may assign to jt.

Article 68 The Chairman of the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress directs the work of the Standing
Committee and convenes its meetings. The Vice-Chairmen and
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