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TABLING OF PAPERS

TAI AR RE (BRI ) H 21 Q) HARERRT -
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

b B S BN B
(CEEEYRERME ((maETER ) HE ) ... ... 78/2007

(00T E BB EHEEY (EEEF) (BT )
(BET ) HBIY o 79/2007

(200" R R EHEEY (IEgEELED )
(HBEEZAMAER ) (BET) HE) .. ... 80/2007

( <2007 FuEmagEE (B37) Rol ) (ABEHE)
/N == 81/2007
Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.

Maximum Amount of Election Expenses (District Council
Election) Regulation ......................oooeeall. 78/2007

Electoral Affairs Commission (Electoral Procedure)
(District Councils) (Amendment)
Regulation 2007.......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 79/2007
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Electoral Affairs Commission (Financial Assistance for
Legislative Council Elections) (Application and
Payment Procedure) (Amendment)
Regulation 2007 ........coiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 80/2007

District Councils (Amendment) Ordinance 2007

(Commencement) NOtICE........c.cevvveiiiiiiiiinnnn. 81/2007
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Other Papers
No. 90 — Audited Statement of Accounts of the Language Fund
together with the Director of Audit's Report for the year
ended 31 August 2006
No. 91 — The Government Minute in response to the Report No. 47
of the Public Accounts Committee dated February 2007
B/E
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The Government Minute in response to the Report No. 47 of the Public
Accounts Committee dated February 2007
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Marriages Between Mainlanders and Hong Kong Residents
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Fire Service Installations in Shopping Malls and Markets of Public Housing
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 53 Members present, 32 were in
favour of the motion, 19 against it and one abstained. Since the question was
agreed by a majority of the Members present, she therefore declared that the
motion was carried.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment and 15
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 19 were present, 16 were in favour of the amendment
and two abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, eight were in favour of the amendment and 14
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 19 were present, 16 were in favour of the amendment
and two abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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Mr SIN Chung-kai rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 22 were present, 17 were in favour of the motion and five
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 19 were present, eight were in favour of the motion and
10 abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the
two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the motion was
negatived.
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-two minutes to Six o'clock.
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Appendix I
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Security to Ms Emily LAU's
supplementary question to Question 5

As regards the two warning letters issued to Hau Tak Market by the Fire
Services Department (FSD) on 30 March, after the fire of Hau Tak Market had
been extinguished, the Fire Service Installation Task Force (FSITF) of the FSD
inspected the scene on 30 March 2007 in accordance with the prescribed
procedures. The FSITF found that some of the sprinkler heads in the Market
were obstructed, and that the fire hydrant/hose reel system, sprinkler system,
fire alarm system, fire detection system, exit signs and the emergency lighting
were not operational. Therefore, the FSD issued two warning letters to the
owner of Hau Tak Market, "The Link Management Limited" (the Link), one of
which was to require the Link to clear all goods or buildings that obstructed the
operation of the sprinkler system, and the other to require the Link to check and
repair the fire service installations (FSIs) that were not operational. Both letters
stated that any failure in complying with the above requirements might attract
legal action against the Link pursuant to the Fire Service (Installations and
Equipment) Regulations (Cap. 95B).

Regarding the shut-down of the FSIs in Hau Tak Market, on 29 December
2006, the FSD received a "Notification to FSD on the occasion building FSI is
shut down for works" submitted by Shun Cheong Electrical Engineering
Company Limited (the Contractor), the registered FSI contractor of Hau Tak
Market, and was informed that the FSIs of Hau Tak Market had to be shut down
for the renovation works of the market and the shopping centre expected to
complete on 31 January 2007. Subsequently, the Contractor sent another notice
to the FSD on 30 January 2007 by fax to inform them of the extension of the
completion date to 31 March 2007. When the fire broke out on 29 March 2007,
the fire service systems inside the market were temporarily shut down for
renovation works, and the sprinkler system was not in operation during the fire.
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Appendix II
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Security to Ms Emily LAU's
supplementary question to Question 5

As regards the warning letters/fire hazard abatement notices (FHANSs) issued to
King Lam Estate Market, Choi Ming Court Shopping Centre and Cheung Fat
Estate Shopping Centre by the Fire Services Department (FSD), personnel of the
Fire Service Installation Task Force (FSITF) inspected the King Lam Estate
Market on 26 April 2007 and found that the sprinkler heads in 34 stalls were
obstructed by wooden planks, merchandises, wire meshes, and so on.
Accordingly, the FSD issued a total of 34 warning letters to the occupiers of the
above stalls, requiring them to clear all objects that had been obstructing the
operation of the sprinkler system, and warning them of possible legal action in
accordance with the Fire Service (Installations and Equipment) Regulations
(Cap. 95B), for any failure in complying with the above requirement. The
FSITF re-inspected the above stalls in mid-June 2007, and found that 15 stalls
had complied with the requirements of the warning letters by removing all
obstructions to the sprinkler system. The FSITF would re-inspect two of the
stalls, which were locked up and could not be inspected, in due course. For the
remaining 17 stalls, their sprinklers were still obstructed by false ceilings and
therefore they had yet to comply with the requirements of the warning letters.
The FSD would issue FHANS to these stalls.

As regards the FHAN issued to Choi Ming Court Shopping Centre, the
FSITF of the FSD carried out an inspection of that shopping centre on 29 June
2005, and found that the sprinkler heads at one of the stalls were obstructed by
the cockloft. As a warning letter had already been issued to the stall in question
and the requirements had not been complied with by the day of inspection, a
FHAN was served on the occupier of the stall on 4 July 2005, requiring the
occupier to either demolish the cockloft, or install a sprinkler head beneath the
cockloft. In September 2005, a follow-up inspection revealed that the occupier
had already complied with the requirements of the FHAN by installing a
sprinkler head beneath the cockloft. Therefore, no further action was taken by
the FSD.
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WRITTEN ANSWER — Continued

Separately, the Cheung On Estate Market stated in our reply to the
Legislative Council on 16 May should be the Cheung Fat Estate Shopping
Centre. The FSITF of the FSD inspected the Cheung Fat Estate Shopping
Centre in July 2005 and discovered that one of the stalls had received a warning
letter from the FSD because its sprinkler heads were obstructed by a cockloft.
As the stall occupier had not yet complied with the requirements by the day of
inspection, a FHAN was served on him in the same month, requiring him to
either demolish the cockloft or install a sprinkler head beneath the cockloft. A
follow-up inspection was subsequently conducted and revealed that the
requirements in the FHAN had already been complied with. Therefore, the
FSD did not take any further action.
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Appendix IIT
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Security to Mr LAU Kong-wah's
supplementary question to Question 5

Upon receipt of a notification on the shut-down of the building fire service
installations (FSIs) in Hau Tak Market for maintenance last year, the Fire
Services Department (FSD) followed its established practice to despatch
personnel of the Operational Command to conduct on-site inspections. The key
objective of the inspections was to carry out a risk assessment on the affected
building, to check the neighbouring water sources and emergency vehicular
access, and to consider if there was a need to formulate a contingency plan.
The inspections conducted by the Operational Command were mainly concerned
with the operational arrangement under emergency situations, unlike the
checkings of the FSIs after the fire, which was conducted by members of the Fire
Service Installation Task Force with specific professional knowledge, and was
concerned with the status of the FSIs in the market stalls.



