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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, the original motion under debate
reflects a practical approach to the difficult issue of bringing about better
co-operation between places, and I must say that this is likened to the biblical
story of the return of the prodigal son. The father welcomed the lost son back
with open arms and in a state of ecstasy. The problem comes not from father
and son relationship, but rather from relationship among brothers. Why should
the prodigal son be different and be even treated better than the others who had
been filial and loyal? The story reflects the fact of human nature, and it is only
through mutual respect and mutual trust could misunderstandings, be they real or
imaginary, be eliminated or minimized. And then, co-operation and mutual
appreciation could be nurtured.
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The subject must be discussed under the concept of "one country, two
systems". The "one country" aspect of the concept is accepted by every
Chinese irrespective of his political belief, this is beyond any debate. It is the
"two systems" part which is creating problems. It is because by nature, the
"two systems" are conflicting. To make this part work, it must depend on the
people under the "two systems", particularly the favoured one, which is Hong
Kong, to show understanding, compassion, toleration, consideration and adopt a
sense of sharing and caring. The fact is that the "two systems" part reflects
different values, different cultures, different attitudes, different outlooks and
many many other differences. Even the spoken language is different.

In the '60s and the '70s, every one of us must remember that the affinity of
the Hong Kong people and that of the mainlanders were at natural high. We
cared for them, we sent a lot of things to them, we shared what little we had with
them, and above all, we tried to understand them because they were living in a
different political environment. Irrespective of the British colonial
administration, the political boundary at Lo Wu failed to weaken our ethnic root
being Chinese, for the majority of Hong Kong people came from the Mainland.
Ten years on, despite the existence of Lo Wu and the return of sovereignty to
China, bringing us back into one country, Lo Wu still exists as a physical
boundary for the "two systems".

Now, we are one country, but somehow, our relationship has turned from
blood and emotional relationship to material relationship. Possibly, this is the
major source of problem for materialism breeds greed, materialism breeds
conflicts and materialism breeds dislike and hatred. These are some of the
issues which we must address.

On the "one country" level, our central leadership has bent over backward
to help Hong Kong in the hours of need, in particular, raining economic favours
upon us during the time when we were in trouble. We should be grateful.
However, not only did we take such favours for granted, but also, because of this
attitude, further misunderstanding was precipitated, thus further aggravating
differences and preventing better co-operation, apart from economic
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co-operation. We are now more politically open and mature under the
protection of the Basic Law, which is the greatest gift to the people of Hong
Kong.

With the freedom we now have, and, taking into consideration the green
paper which was tabled yesterday — it might not be perfect but it is a road to
further democracy — I urge the people in Hong Kong, this Council in particular,
to have more toleration. We should be the leaders to ensure that we can give
them better understanding and toleration, so that we can have better co-operation
between the people of Hong Kong and the people on the Mainland.

Thank you, Madam President.
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Ms Emily LAU rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment and 14
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 20 were present, 11 were in favour of the amendment
and eight against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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Mr Albert HO rose to claim a division.
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Functional Constituencies:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment and 14
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 20 were present, 11 were in favour of the amendment
and eight against it. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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END OF SESSION
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Adjourned accordingly at sixteen minutes to Two o'clock.



