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CIVIC HONGKONG CIVIC ASSOCIATION 1. 2522 5584

& .
' ' : - Fax: 2877 0451
1954 503 Yip Fung Building , 2D’ Aguilar Street , Hong Kong E-mail -
B BEECIUS 2RETAR 503  hkcasn@biznetvigator.com
By fax 2537 9083 and by mail
10 April 2007

The Chairman _

Committee on Govemnance and :

Political Development of the Stmteglc
Development Commission. .. -

c/o Central Policy Unit, :

13/F., West Wing, Central Government Offices,
Central, Hong Kong. - A

DearSi_r:'

On 12 January 2004, our association suggested to govcmmént to consider developing
for the HKSAR a bicameral legislature consisting of a House of Representatww
(Lower House) and a Scnatc (Upper House). . ‘

We now undemtand lhnt the Committee on Governance and Polmcal De'velopment
of the Strategic Development Commission has thought it fit to put aside for the time being
any further discussions on a bicameral system, primarily because it would involve chnngcs
to the Basic Law

Like many other orgamzahons in Hong Kong, our association does not want to see
amendments to the Basic Law if such can be avoided; therefore we acccpt the Comm.lttee s
view as being in the overall interest of the HKSAR.

At this poim, we have several suggestions on changihg the HKSAR legislature,
between now and 20186, for consideration by your Committee at its next meeting.

2008 Legisiativee Council Election

There is a ground swell of public opinion in favour of government negotiating with
the corporate sector to redefine the functional constituency corporate vote from that of-
being a single corporate vote to be expanded to include members of Boards of Directors, -
of governing committees, and committce members at executive/management levels.
Should government take this suggestion on board and achieve a successful result, it would
be a clear signal to the comrunity of government's n:solvc to reform and broaden the
voting base of the functional constituency system. :

islative Council Election
. Functional constituencies with small electorates could be combined into group

constituencies which would bring about an enlarged and more representative voting base.
The number of functional group constituencies should be reduced to under 15 if possible.
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Fax: 2877 0451

1954 503 Yip Fung Building , 2D’ Aguilar Street , Hong Kong E-mail :
FHFRECITEH2EEEAESBZ bkcasn@biznetvigator.com
Page 2

2. A large functional group constituency could make use of 2 nominating committee
system in preparing a slate of qualified election contestants who would be directly elected

by voters on the voting register.

3. The District Councils in each of the five Legislative Council regions should have a
Legislative Council seat to be elected by the District Councillors in cach of the five

regions respectively.

4. Five new Legislative Council seats should be allotted to each of the five Legislative
Council regions respectively. A nominating committee with balanced representation
would be set up in each region to prepare a slate of participating candidates. Voting
will be by direct election.

5. Equal parity between the geographic directly elected seats and the functional constituency
seats should be retained for the 2012 Legislative Council period so as to ensure a smooth

transition.
6. The split voting system should also be retained during the 2012 Legislature Council

period so s to continue reflecting a working balance of community interests within
the Council.

7. Each chislativé Council voter would be given two votes, one for the direct clection
geographic constituency seat and one for the functional group constituency seat.

2016 Legislative Council Election

At the present time of writing, our association is as yet unable to suggest whether 2016 ,
‘will have a legislature that will be fully elected by universal suffrage, as defined and i
applied in the HKSAR political context.

We will first have to see what can be agreed upon and what can be implemented for the
2012 legislature. All things being equal, 2016 is a preferred date for most Hong Kong
residents for universal suffrage in the HKSAR Legislative Council.
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Conclusion

Our association suppohs the githermg momentum towards having the 2012 o
Chief Exccutive elected preferably by an 800 person nominating commmee and by a
: umvcrsal suffmge process.

We also support government's cﬂ'orts to prepare a roadmap and a tlmetable withor
without pre-conditions, aimed at forming a legislature by 2016 to be elected by umvetsal
franchise, and confonmng with thc terms and spirit of the Basic Law,

Sincerely,
Hilton Cheong-Leen
President

cc Chief Executive, HKSAR
By fax 2509 0580 & by mail
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ADDENDUM to HKCA 10 April 2007 letter to Committee on Governance of Political
Development of the Strategic Development Commission

The Civic Association letter of 10 April 2007 to the Committee on Governance
and Political Development outlined a number of suggestions for the Legislative Council
election in 2012.

We believe our proposals are in accordance with the Basic Law "in the light of the
actual situation in the HKSAR and in accordance with the principle of gradual and
orderly progress". (Besic Law Article 45).

While Article 45 has to do with the method for selecting the Chief Executive, we are

at the same time convinced that this same principle of gradual and orderly progress
equally applies to electing the Legislative Council within the context of the Basic Law.

2012 CHIEF EXECUTIVE ELECTION

Our association's views on the nomination and election of the Chief Executive are

a

generally in line with the proposals of the Business and Professionals Federation of Hong Kong.

Should there clearly be an insufficient consensus on electiﬁg the Chief Executive by
universal suffrage one-man-one vote in 2012, another option plan would be:

2012 —(a) Set up a Nominating Committee of 800;

(b) The same election franchise that selected the Nominafing Committee of 800,
could elect the Chief Executive on a one-man-one-vote basis.

2017 —~(a) Setup a Nomination Commuittee of 800Q;

(b) From among the candidates nominated by the Nomination Committee to elect
the Chief Executive by universal franchise, one-man-one-vote.

2012 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ELECTION

Our association broadly shares similar views as the Business and Professionals
Federation of Hong Kong regarding the bicameral legislature model as being suitable for
enhancing sustainable economic and social progress for the HKSAR. Therefore the
bicameral legislature system should not be ruled out as a viable option for the future.
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In our letter of 10 April 2607, we proposed:

a} Setting up a representative Nominating Committee (not exceeding 100 members) _
for smaller compatible functional constituencies which have been combined into a larger group
functional constituericy. This would enlarge the electorate base of the regrouped
smaller functional constituencies.

b) Giving each Legislative Council voter two votes, one for the geographic constituency
and another vote for his/her selected functional constituency. This would be a unique way
to enlarge the voter's interest and participatory role in community affairs.

A voter could bave direct access to his/her own geographically elected Legislative
Councillor, and additionally to be able to seek access to:

(1) the functional constituency Councillor who he/she voted for; and

(2) any other functional constituency Councillor regarding issues of a public nature falling
within the responsibility of that functional constituency Councillor.

Time and again, the argument has been put forward that functional constituency
Councillors are limited by too narrow sectional interests and cannot speak up effectively

for the wider public good.

If in 2012, smaller functional constituencies can be integrated into larger functional
group constituencies, could that not create more synergy and interaction towards
further economic growth and social progress?

To sum up, our association looks forward to having by:

2012 - a) inplementation of changes to the Legislative Council as proposed in our letter
of 10 April 2007, and :

2016/2020 — b) a Green Paper outline on achieving by 2016/2020 voting by
universal franchise.

Political reform is a never ending process: you keep on reviewing, you keep on planning,
you take action, and hopefully there is progress.

~zzz :
2 May 2007 Hiltofl Chebs{g-Leen

President
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UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE ROAD MAP / TIME-TABLE 2008-2020 .

2008

Redefine
Corporate
Voting
(Anson -
Chan's
proposal
refers)

1)

@

€

@

201

Universal Suffrage (using Business &

Professionals Federation proposal as

reference model)

Increase LegCo seats by 10:

5 geographic constituency seats, one each
for 5 LegCo regions

5 functional constituency seats for all
District Councillors in each of the 5 LegCo
regions respectively -

Reduce Functional Constituencies number
to not more than 15, by regrouping
compatible smaller FCs. into a Jarger group
FC so as to enlarge the voling base; voting
by one-man-one-vote,

Set up a Nominating Committée .of each

- enlarged group FC fo prepare listof election

candidates,

Give each LegCo voter two votes, one
Geographic Constituency vote and one
Functional  Constituency vote  for
constituency already registered in.

2016-2020

Introduce Bicameral Legislature (using
Business Professionals Federation proposal
as reference model)

OR

. Review existing Legxslatwc Council to see
‘what further progressive changes can be
~-made towards eliminating Functional

Constituencjes as such.
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