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List of Ombudsmen or Commissioners for Children in the world:

Country with Ombudsmen or Established year
Commissioners for Children

1. Portugal The Ombudsman was established in
1975. The Children's Message and
Claims Hotline was set up in 1992.

2. Norway 1981. The world's first Ombudsman
for Children established by legidation
3. Austraia 1986.

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission Established under the
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission Act 1986 as afedera
body. There are commissionersfor
children in Queensland, New South
Wales and Tasmania.

4. Canada 1987
5. Philippines 1987
6.Costa Rica An ombudsman for children was

established in 1987. However, in
1993, the various specialized
ombudsmen were incorporated into a
new national and independent
Ombudsman Office in which thereis
achildren’'s unit.

7. New Zedand 1989
8. Austria 1989-1995
9. Guatemala 1990
10. Colombia 1991
11. Belgium
French community 1991
Flemish community 1997 but only fully operational from
Jan 1999
12. Sweden 1993
13. Demark 1994

14. Hungary 1995
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15. Iceland 1995

16. South Africa 1995

17. Spain 1996

18. Romania 1997

19.Bolivia 1998

20. Russian Federation 1998

21. Former Yugoslav Republic of 1999

Macedonia

22. Nicaragua 1999

23. Northern Ireland, UK 1999

24. France 2000

25. Ireland 2001

26. Wales 2001

27. ltaly Italy's first Regional Ombudsman, or
Public Tutor, for Children and
Adolescents, was appointed in early
2001 in the Autonomous Region of
Friuli VeneziaGiulia.

28. Scotland 2004

29. England 2005

Sources:

Item 1-27: Unicef (2001). Independent institutions: Protecting children’s rights
Italy: Florence

Item 3: National Child Protection Clearinghouse (visited on Apr 2, 2007). Website
of National Child Protection Clearinghouse, Australian Institute of Family Studies of
Australian Government :
www.aifs.gov.au/nch/resources/commissioners/commissioners.html

Item 28: HKCCR (2006). A children’s commission for Hong Kong: Shaping the
future. Hong Kong.

Item 29: Children’s Right Alliance for England (visited on Apr 2, 2007). Website of
Children’s Right Alliance for England www.care.org.uk.
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Statement to support the establishment of a Commission for Children
in Hong Kong

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) came into effect in
Hong Kong in 1994. It is the obligation of the HKSAR Government to implement the rights
mentioned in the Convention for the 1.3 million children aged under 18 in the territory. At
present, we have many bureaux that are responsible for children. However, there is no single
bureau that has children as its main focus and to ensure that the public authorities trand ate the
principles enshrined in the UNCRC into reality. Without such a commitment, children and
their rights continue to languish at the bottom of the political agenda.

It isaglobal trend to establish a Children’s Commission or Children’s Ombudsman in order to
take care of the specific needs of children. The United Nations Committee on the Rights of
the Child and the newly formed United Nations Human Rights Council advocated that such
body should be set up as a matter of priority. In 2005, a total of 20 agencies and professiona
groups submitted a shadow report to reflect the child rights situation in Hong Kong (NGO
Report of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under the Convention on the Rights
of the Child). They called on the government to set up a Children’s Commission with the
appropriate power and resources to carry out its functions at the earliest time possible. In the
Concluding Observations, the UN Committee strongly recommended that our government to
establish such abody to improve the child rights situation in Hong Kong.

The call for a Commission for Children in Hong Kong was clear, both in the community and
in the United Nations. We believe it is the right time to bring this issue forward and to act now
with determination. A Children’s Commission may not be the answer to all the problems
faced by children but it can be a channel through which the voice of children can be more
clearly heard.

We hope the Commission for Children can fulfill the following functions and roles:

1. Advocate and influence policies by monitoring the implementation of the UNCRC and the
child rights situation in Hong Kong; by reviewing existing policies, ensuring a child impact
study is done when policies are changed or new policies introduced and in monitoring the
implementation of legislation in practice.



2. Research and analyze by developing indicators to measure the improvement of the child
rights situation and to conduct research in order to systematically analyze the child rights
situation in different aspects.

3. Coordinate, communicate and cooper ate by liaising with various government bureaux,
departments and the private and voluntary sectors on matters affecting children; and by
cooperating with local and overseas organizations and professionals to seek better practice
and services for children.

4. Educate and promote children’s rights by developing guidelines and training materials
for the general public and by raising awareness through the media and public campaigns.

5. Probe into cases in breach of children’s rights, which have public and policy implications,
to suggest necessary changes and to make recommendations for improvement.

6. Speak for children by encouraging children to express their views and representing them
by putting forward their views and concerns at a higher level to ensure the child's
perspective is being considered; by consulting, communicating and hearing the views
directly from children through appropriate channels.

This statement was supported by the following agencies and professional groups, which
have committed themselves to promote the establishment of a Children’s Commission in
Hong Kong:

Against Child Abuse

Center for Child Development, Hong Kong Baptist University

Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong — Hin Keng Centre

Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong — Tsuen Wan Centre

Dr Fernando Cheung's office

Dr Kwok KaKi’s office

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong — Letter Box to Uncle Long Leg

Hong Kong College of Paediatricians

Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF

Hong Kong Committee on Children’s Rights

Hong Kong Council of Early Childhood Education and Services

Hong Kong Council of Social Service

Hong Kong Down Syndrome Association

Hong Kong Human Rights Monitor

Hong Kong Paediatric Foundation



229" Hong K ong Scout Group

Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children
Kids Dream

Playright Children’s Play Association

Society for Community Organization

Suen Mei Speech & Hearing Centre

The Boys and Girls' Clubs Association of Hong Kong
The Hong Kong Paediatric Society

TREATS

If you support this statement and wish to make changes for children in Hong Kong,
please return the attached reply dlip to us as soon as possible. We will make use of the
list of supportersto strengthen our campaign for the establishment of a Commission for
Children in Hong Kong.

If you have any concerns and views to share, please do not hesitate to contact us through Ms
Billy Wong of the Hong Kong Committee on Children’s Rights at 2324 9782 or Email:
hkccr8@childrenrights.org.hk. We look forward to seeing your participation!
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[IFIITBIG Reply Slip
(e Fax: 2324 9804)

L) SRS pIE g Eﬁﬁ@‘ﬂﬂ
| support the Statement for the establishment of a Children’s Commission in Hong
Kong.

L1 = f[\?lfﬁfiﬁ%’?‘}j' nEEEL =S Fjﬁ@pﬂ
| do not support the Statement for the establishment of a Children’s Commission in
Hong Kong.

T%&?Fﬁ Agency :

3’3&?&? M ¢, Contact person :

T Position :

Fﬁi;ﬁiﬁ Tel. No. :

{18 Fax No. :

*F:‘qé[ﬁ Email

H i fL Other views:

i bl PR [ pla [ 8 = 2324 9804
Please return this dlip by fax to 2324 9804 at the soonest possible.



SpankOut Day
Declaration

Against Violence towards Children

reBEEH,
RERNTHBHRE
ES

Violence comes in many forms and the prevalence has been high.

RHUFENT AR - CREERESE -

Violence is a violation of basic human rights to respect human dignity and physical
integrity regardless of race, age and gender.

 TERER - R BHWABZEEFAR  BUERTEEAR
EHEASRAEE -

Violence adversely affects children and its consequences must be recognized.

RNBEMBERE  RERLAFLUER -

In terms of violence against children, it is necessary to set the same standards that we
as adults are entitled to.

EREHRIHGOMEL - FLEFTHERA —RATERE -

The state must ensure adequate protection of children from all forms of violence.

BRLARARFESIHEENRE  RIEARANRIEFE -

Corporal punishment of children is a form of violence and a violation of children’s
rights. |
BARERHEARIN—EEN  FTERTHREER -

There is nothing wrong with child discipline but there are other ways.
BHRESHN HEEEMERNERTE -

We pledge collective responsibility to ensure a caring and non-violent Hong Kong for
children. ,
BMAFEAELANES RAREE-—EXHNENEERIY
EHPFRE -
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Countries that have banned corporal punishment in all settings:

Country fsisk Year =[5
Sweden flﬁijL:U_' 1979
Finland * 55 i 1983
Norway * {5 1987
Austria * R 1989
Cyprus iﬂ?, HE L 1994
Italy (Supreme Court Judgement) #i 7] 1996
Denmark &% 1997
Latvia 55 1998
Croatia  Ju5#Fyh 1999
Germany i 2000
Israel * I'} <13l 2000
Bulgaria f&i"{lﬂjgh 2000
Iceland IFF 2003
Romania fiR, ™ H 2004
Ukraine Rl y[iF[gh 2004
Hungary =R 7| 2004
Greece m’}% 2006
Netherlands i j# 2007

(*countries which have had legal defences repealed)




