CB(1) 223/07-08(02)

Energy Efficiency (Labelling of Products) Bill
The Administration’s Response to Questions Raised at the Bills
Committee Meeting on 30 October 2007
Requirement for manufacturers and importers to apply for reference
numbers individually
As mentioned in LC Paper No. CB(1) 111/07-08(02), the
Department of Justice is of the view that the Energy Efficiency (Labelling
of Products) Bill (the Bill) only applies to local manufacturers, importers
and other suppliers unless there is an express provision stating otherwise.
Accordingly, overseas manufacturers and other suppliers should apply for
the assignment of a reference number through their own local setups that
perform import functions or other local import agents.
In this
connection, at the Bills Committee meeting on 30 October 2007, a
member reflected the comments of the trade that local importers and
manufacturers should apply to the Electrical and Mechanical Services
Department individually. This is on account of the fact that clause 11 of
the Bill imposes certain duties on the specified person (i.e. importer or
manufacturer) to whom a reference number has been assigned. The
reference number could be removed from the record if the specified
person fails to comply with those duties. Members of the trade prefer to
be held responsible only for the products supplied by them. The design
of the mechanism as set out in the Bill has indeed taken into account the
request of the trade. Furthermore, overseas manufacturers can provide
importers with the specified document, specified information and energy
labels in advance for the application of reference numbers. Moreover,
the trade is generally content with the proposed free and simple
application arrangement.
Review the use of word “standing” in clause 6(4)(b) of the Bill
2.
The term “standing” in clause 6(4)(b) of the Bill refers to
whether the institution that carries out the test meets the recognition
criteria set by the Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services (the
Director). Details of the relevant criteria will be set out in the Code of
Practice approved and issued by the Director under clause 40 of the Bill.
Under clause 6(4)(b) of the Bill, a person who wishes to have a reference

number assigned for his products has to provide documentary proof on
whether the relevant institution meets the said criteria. In light of the
comments of some Bills Committee members that the meaning of
“standing” is not clear, we propose replacing “standing” with “the testing
institution meets the criteria set by the Director”.
Testing of compact fluorescent lamps by the Consumer Council
3.
We have written to the Consumer Council on 6 November 2007
to convey the suggestion of the Bills Committee (Annex 1).
Updating of energy efficiency grading
4.
The energy efficiency grading of prescribed products should be
determined in accordance with the criteria set out in the approved Code of
Practice. Under clause 40(3) of the Bill, the Director can revise the
Code of Practice, including the energy efficiency grading standards, to
reflect new energy efficiency technology. On account of the need to
balance the interests of the trade and consumers, we intend to provide
transitional arrangements for room air-conditioners and refrigerating
appliances that have been manufactured in or imported into Hong Kong
before the relevant new energy efficiency grading standards take effect.
Supply of these products with the original energy labels will be allowed.
In this connection, the year when the reference number was assigned will
be displayed in energy labels as reference for consumers. This
transitional arrangement models on that adopted by other countries such
as the European Union member states (please refer to Annex 2 for details).
Accordingly, when updating the energy efficiency grading standards, the
Director will specify in the Code of Practice that the original standards
will continue to apply to room air-conditioners and refrigerating
appliances manufactured in or imported into Hong Kong before the new
standards take effect. New applications will be processed in accordance
with the new standards specified in the Code of Practice. Specified
persons are required to prepare energy labels for the relevant products in
accordance with the new standards. The revised Code of Practice will
be published by notice in the Gazette under clauses 40(2) and (4) of the
Bill. In light of the said arrangement, we propose amending the Bill to
require specified persons to prepare and display energy labels for
products that are not covered by the transitional arrangement according to

the new standards.
5.
Furthermore, in light of members’ comments, we propose
amending the design of the energy labels (Part 2 of the Bill) such that the
year when the reference number was assigned will be more prominently
displayed (please refer to Annex 3 for the design of the energy label).

Environment Bureau
Electrical and Mechanical Services Department
November 2007

Annex 2

Examples of Australia and member states of European Union in
revising the energy efficiency grading
Australia
Year of revisions to
the energy efficiency
grading
Products covered by
the new energy
efficiency grading

Arrangements for
products covered by
the original energy
efficiency grading

2000

Member states of
European Union
2004

Air
conditioners, Refrigerators
clothes dryers, clothes freezers
washers, dishwashers,
refrigerators
and
freezers
6-month transitional
period for products
displayed in shops and
18-month transitional
period for products
delivered
to
consumers
from
warehouse direct after the transitional
period,
regulated
products cannot be
displayed or supplied
with energy labels
prepared according to
the original energy
efficiency
grading
standards

and

6-month transitional
period - products that
have been in supply
before the new energy
efficiency
grading
takes
effect
can
continue to be sold
with
the
original
energy labels
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