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Bills Committee on Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2007
Part 7 — “Wasted Costs” Provisions of
Costs in Criminal Cases Ordinance Cap 492

I refer to the meeting of the Bills Committee on 11 April 2008.

We have noted the Committee’s further views on the definition of
“wasted costs” in Part 7 of the Bill and agree that, for consistency, the word
“serious” should be inserted before “misconduct” in sub-paragraph (a)(ii) of the
definition. The Secretary for Justice will move an amendment to reflect that

further refinement.

The definition of “wasted costs” would then be as follows :

“  “wasted costs” means any costs incurred by a party to the

proceedings —

(a) asaresultof-
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(i) any seriously improper er—unreasenable act or
omission; or

(i) any undue delay or any other serious misconduct on
the part of any representative or any employee of a
representative; or R

(b)  which, in the light of any such act, omission, delay or
misconduct er-default occurring after they were incurred, the
court considers it is unreasonable to expect that party to the
proceedings to pay.”

We shall write in due course to give formal notification of the .
proposed Committee Stage Amendments and to give notice of the resumption of
the Second Reading Debate. We propose that the resumption should be on
30 April 2008. We shall seek the views of the House Committee in the ususl

way.
Yours sincerely,
N\ ‘ N4 //
(lan Wingfield )
Solicitor General
#340634
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