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Statute Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2007 
 

Amendments to the Public Order Ordinance (Cap. 245)  
and the Societies Ordinance (Cap. 151) 

 
Purpose 
 
 This note sets out the Administration’s response to the points raised 
at the meeting of the Bills Committee on 11 May 2007 regarding the 
amendments to the Public Order Ordinance (POO) and the Societies 
Ordinance (SO) provided for in Part 3 of the Statute Law (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill 2007 (the Bill).   
 
The Administration’s Response 
 
2. As explained in para. 2(b) of the Legislative Council Brief on the 
Bill, the proposed amendments to the POO seek to give effect to the 
judgment of the Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal (CFA) in Leung Kwok 
Hung v HKSAR [2005] 3 HKLRD 164 which held that “public order (in the 
law and order sense)” should be severed from “public order (ordre public)” in 
sections 14(1), 14(5) and 15(2) of the POO.  As the term “public order 
(ordre public)” also appears in the SO, which is defined in the same way as in 
the POO and is used in similar contexts, given the CFA judgment, the 
reference to “(ordre public)” should also be removed from the relevant 
sections of the SO.  
 
3. The Administration has explained to the Panel on Security of the 
Legislative Council the effect of the judgment in question.  We have also 
provided the Panel with information on the follow-up actions taken by the 
Police arising from the judgment, as well as the implementation of the 
notification regime under the POO.  For ease of reference, we enclose the 
following papers – 
 

(a) Annex A : paper entitled “The Court of Final Appeal’s 
Judgment on Leung Kwok Hung & Others v. HKSAR”, which 
the Panel on Security discussed at its meeting on 1 November 
2005;  

 
(b) Annex B : information note entitled “Recent Measures 

Implemented by the Police in relation to Public Meetings and 

LC Paper No. CB(2)2034/06-07(01)



 
-  2  - 

Public Processions” and the “Guidelines on the approach to 
the Public Order Ordinance in relation to public meetings and 
public processions” submitted to the Panel on Security on 22 
February 2006; and  

 
(c) Annex C : paper entitled “Processing of Notification of Public 

Meetings and Processions under the Public Order Ordinance” 
issued to the Panel on Security on 30 April 2007, originally 
scheduled for discussion on 8 May 2007, but now deferred to 
the meeting of 5 June 2007.  

 
We trust that these documents should explain the Administration’s position on 
the various issues in question. 
 
4. Since the handing down of the CFA’s judgment on 8 July 2005, in 
the relevant sections of the POO and SO, the term “public order (ordre 
public)” has been taken to mean “public order” in the law and order sense.  
This accords with what the Police had been doing in practice anyway prior to 
the judgment.  The proposed amendments included in this Bill merely seek 
to bring the statute book in conformity with the law in force, and they would 
in no way affect the rights to assembly and demonstration currently enjoyed 
by the people of Hong Kong.   
 
 
 
 
Department of Justice 
Security Bureau 
 
May 2007 
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