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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
MINUTES
No. 15
___________
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 17 January 2007 at 11:00 am
___________
Members present:
President
The Hon Mrs Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai, GBS, JP
The Hon James TIEN Pei-chun, GBS, JP
The Hon Albert HO Chun-yan
Ir Dr the Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai, SBS, S.B.St.J., JP
The Hon LEE Cheuk-yan
The Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming, SC, JP
Dr the Hon David LI Kwok-po, GBS, JP
The Hon Fred LI Wah-ming, JP
Dr the Hon LUI Ming-wah, SBS, JP
The Hon Margaret NG
The Hon Mrs Selina CHOW LIANG Shuk-yee, GBS, JP
The Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong
The Hon CHAN Yuen-han, JP
The Hon Bernard CHAN, GBS, JP
The Hon CHAN Kam-lam, SBS, JP
The Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, SBS, JP
The Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung

- 161 The Hon SIN Chung-kai, JP
The Hon WONG Yung-kan, JP
The Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, GBS, JP
The Hon Howard YOUNG, SBS, JP
Dr the Hon YEUNG Sum
The Hon LAU Chin-shek, JP
The Hon LAU Kong-wah, JP
The Hon LAU Wong-fat, GBM, GBS, JP
The Hon Miriam LAU Kin-yee, GBS, JP
The Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP
The Hon CHOY So-yuk, JP
The Hon Andrew CHENG Kar-foo
The Hon TAM Yiu-chung, GBS, JP
The Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him, JP
The Hon LI Fung-ying, BBS, JP
The Hon Tommy CHEUNG Yu-yan, JP
The Hon Albert CHAN Wai-yip
The Hon Frederick FUNG Kin-kee, SBS, JP
The Hon Audrey EU Yuet-mee, SC, JP
The Hon Vincent FANG Kang, JP
The Hon WONG Kwok-hing, MH
The Hon LEE Wing-tat
The Hon LI Kwok-ying, MH, JP
Dr the Hon Joseph LEE Kok-long, JP
The Hon Daniel LAM Wai-keung, SBS, JP
The Hon Jeffrey LAM Kin-fung, SBS, JP
The Hon MA Lik, GBS, JP

- 162 The Hon Andrew LEUNG Kwan-yuen, SBS, JP
The Hon Alan LEONG Kah-kit, SC
The Hon LEUNG Kwok-hung
Dr the Hon KWOK Ka-ki
Dr the Hon Fernando CHEUNG Chiu-hung
The Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming, SBS, JP
The Hon WONG Ting-kwong, BBS
The Hon Ronny TONG Ka-wah, SC
The Hon CHIM Pui-chung
Prof the Hon Patrick LAU Sau-shing, SBS, JP
The Hon Albert Jinghan CHENG
The Hon KWONG Chi-kin
The Hon TAM Heung-man

Members absent:
The Hon James TO Kun-sun
Dr the Hon Philip WONG Yu-hong, GBS
The Hon Timothy FOK Tsun-ting, GBS, JP

Public officers attending:
The Hon Michael SUEN Ming-yeung, GBS, JP
Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands
The Hon Joseph WONG Wing-ping, GBS, JP
Secretary for Commerce, Industry and Technology
Dr the Hon Patrick HO Chi-ping, JP
Secretary for Home Affairs
The Hon Stephen IP Shu-kwan, GBS, JP
Secretary for Economic Development and Labour
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Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works
The Hon Stephen LAM Sui-lung, JP
Secretary for Constitutional Affairs
Dr the Hon York CHOW Yat-ngok, SBS, JP
Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food

Clerks in attendance:
Mr Ricky FUNG Choi-cheung, JP, Secretary General
Mrs Vivian KAM NG Lai-man, Assistant Secretary General (2)
Mrs Justina LAM CHENG Bo-ling, Assistant Secretary General (3)

- 164 Noting the absence of a quorum, the President directed the Clerk
to summon Members to the meeting. A quorum was then present.
Tabling of Papers
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule
21(2) of the Rules of Procedure:
Subsidiary Legislation / Instruments

L.N. No.

1.

Designation of Museums (Amendment) Order 2007
(gazetted on 12.1.2007)

5/2007

2.

Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance
(Civic
Centres)
(Amendment
of
Thirteenth
Schedule) Order 2007 (gazetted on 12.1.2007)

6/2007

Other Papers
No.57

-

Equal Opportunities Commission
Annual Report 2005-2006 (published on 10.1.2007)

No.58

-

Hong Kong Arts Development Council
Annual Report 2005-2006 (published on 10.1.2007)

No.59

-

Legal Aid Services Council
Annual Report 2005-2006 (published on 11.1.2007)

Questions
1.

Hon Howard YOUNG asked Question 1.
The Secretary
replied.

for

Commerce,

Industry

and

Technology

Seven Members asked supplementary questions and the
Secretary for Commerce, Industry and Technology replied.
2.

Hon Alan LEONG Kah-kit asked Question 2.
The Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands replied.
Four Members asked supplementary questions and
Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands replied.

3.

Hon CHAN Yuen-han asked Question 3.
The Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food replied.

the
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Four Members asked supplementary questions
Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food replied.
4.

and

the

Hon Martin LEE asked Question 4.
The Secretary
replied.

for

Commerce,

Industry

and

Technology

Four Members asked supplementary questions and the
Secretary for Commerce, Industry and Technology replied.
5.

Hon Albert HO asked Question 5.
The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs replied.
Six Members asked supplementary questions
Secretary for Constitutional Affairs replied.

6.

and

the

Hon Andrew LEUNG Kwan-yuen asked Question 6.
The Secretary
replied.

for

Economic

Development

and

Labour

Seven Members asked supplementary questions and the
Secretary for Economic Development and Labour replied.
Written replies to Questions 7 to 20 were tabled for Members’
information.

Bills
District Councils (Amendment) Bill 2006
Resumption of Second Reading debate
The debate on the Second
20 December 2006 resumed.

Reading

which

was

moved

on

Seven Members spoke on the Bill.
The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs replied.
Question on the Second Reading put and agreed to.
Bill read the second time and committed to a Committee of the
whole Council.
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Committee Stage
The Council went into Committee and considered the District
Councils (Amendment) Bill 2006.
Question that clauses 1 to 16 stand part of the Bill proposed,
put and agreed to.
The Council then resumed.
Third Reading
The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs reported that
the District Councils (Amendment) Bill 2006
had passed through the Committee without amendment.
that the Bill be read the third time and do pass.

He moved

Question on the Third Reading proposed, put and agreed to.
Bill read the third time and passed.

Motions
Proposed resolution
Clauses Ordinance

under

the

Interpretation

and

General

The Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works moved
the following motion and addressed the Council:
Resolved that the Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic
Compounds) Regulation, published in the Gazette as Legal
Notice No. 258 of 2006 and laid on the table of the
Legislative Council on 29 November 2006, be repealed.
Question on the motion proposed.
Hon Audrey EU spoke on the motion as Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic
Compounds) Regulation, and then in her personal capacity as a
Member.
One Member spoke on the motion.
The Secretary
replied.

for

the

Environment,

Question on the motion put and agreed to.

Transport

and

Works
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Members’ Motions
Policy on conservation of monuments
Hon Audrey EU moved the following motion and addressed the
Council:
That, as the demolition of the Central Star Ferry Pier by the
Government has aroused wide concern in the community, which
reflects an increasing public awareness of and participation
in the conservation of monuments, preservation of cultural
environment and good town planning, this Council urges the
Government to:
(a)

establish a monuments conservation fund to enhance the
conservation of monuments;

(b)

formulate codes for the evaluation of social benefits
and proper consultation procedures setting out in detail
the cost-effectiveness of various options and their
impact on monuments, having regard to the preservation
of collective memories; and

(c)

enhance the participation of such concern groups as
District Councils, professional bodies and resident
groups in the decision-making process of town planning.

While Hon Audrey EU was addressing the Council, the President
left the chair at 2:33 pm temporarily and the President’s
Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair.
Question on Hon Audrey EU’s motion proposed.
The President’s Deputy stated that Hon WONG Kwok-hing, Dr Hon
KWOK Ka-ki, Hon CHOY So-yuk and Dr Hon YEUNG Sum would move
amendments to the motion.
Also, Hon Howard YOUNG and
Hon Albert HO would move amendments to Hon WONG Kwok-hing’s
and Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki’s amendments respectively.
In
accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the motion and the
amendments would be debated together in a joint debate.
Hon WONG Kwok-hing, Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki, Hon CHOY So-yuk,
Dr Hon YEUNG Sum, Hon Howard YOUNG, Hon Albert HO and
Hon Alan LEONG Kah-kit spoke on the motion and the amendments.
At 3:40 pm, while Hon Alan LEONG Kah-kit was speaking, the
President resumed the chair.
One other Member spoke on the motion and the amendments.
After declaring his interest that his company held the title
to a house which had been included in the list of monuments,
Hon LAU Wong-fat spoke on the motion and the amendments.
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Another 12 Members spoke on the motion and the amendments.
Hon Audrey EU spoke on the amendments.
The Secretary for Home Affairs spoke on the motion and the
amendments.
Hon
WONG
Kwok-hing
moved
Hon Audrey EU’s motion:

the

following

amendment

to

To add “policies and laws on the protection and conservation
of antiquities and monuments in Hong Kong are imperfect, and
the” after “That, as the”; to add “antiquities and” after
“public awareness of and participation in the conservation
of”;
to add “(a) reform the policies and laws on the
protection and conservation of antiquities and monuments on
the basis of comprehensive consultation, and formulate a
timetable for legislative amendments;” after “this Council
urges the Government to:”; to delete the original “(a)” and
substitute with “(b)”; to delete “monuments conservation”
after “establish a”; to add “on protection and conservation of
antiquities and monuments” after “fund”; to add “protection
and” after “to enhance the”; to add “antiquities and” after
“conservation of”; to add “, as well as for repair, education
and promotion work” after “monuments”; to delete the original
“(b)” and substitute with “(c)”; to add “antiquities and”
after “various options and their impact on”; to delete “,
having regard to the preservation of collective memories; and”
after “monuments” and substitute with “(d) formulate criteria
for the preservation of collective memories, community sights
and regional cultural characteristics;”; to delete the
original “(c) enhance” and substitute with “(e) establish a
mechanism for”; to add “as well as the public” after
“professional bodies and resident groups”; and to add “and
community redevelopment; (f) consider adopting such means as
land exchange and transfer of plot ratios to preserve more
privately-owned
monuments
and
prevent
them
from
being
demolished; (g) make reference to the sponsorship policies on
antiquities
and
monuments,
including
sponsorship
by
individuals, enterprises and communities, etc, which have been
implemented for many years in such countries as the UK, the
USA and France, so as to pave a new way for the protection and
conservation of antiquities and monuments in Hong Kong; and
(h) draw from the successful experience in revitalizing
antique buildings, such as the derelict industrial park on
Vancouver’s Granville Island, Japan’s Otaru warehouses and the
Taipei Story House, to promote multi-faceted development in
humanities, history education, art, creative industries,
tourism and community involvement, etc, thereby creating more
employment opportunities” immediately before the full stop.
Question on Hon WONG Kwok-hing’s amendment to Hon Audrey EU’s
motion proposed.
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Hon
Howard
YOUNG
moved
the
Hon WONG Kwok-hing’s amendment:

following

amendment

to

To add “providing economic incentives to private property
owners, including” after “(f) consider”; to add “acquisition,”
after “adopting such means as”; and to add “,” after “land
exchange and transfer of plot ratios”.
Question on Hon Howard YOUNG’s amendment to Hon WONG Kwokhing’s amendment proposed, put and agreed to.
Question on Hon WONG Kwok-hing’s amendment, as amended by
Hon Howard YOUNG, to Hon Audrey EU’s motion put and agreed to.
As
Hon
WONG
Kwok-hing’s
amendment
as
amended
by
Hon Howard YOUNG had been agreed, the President granted leave
for Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki to revise the terms of his amendment and
explain them to the Council.
Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki moved the following further amendment to
Hon Audrey EU’s motion as amended by Hon WONG Kwok-hing and
Hon Howard YOUNG, and explained the revised terms of his
amendment to the Council:
To add “; and (i) through reforming the Town Planning Board
and relevant legislation, make the protection of monuments and
preservation of cultural environment, etc the overriding
principle in town planning in Hong Kong” immediately before
the full stop.
Question on Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki’s amendment to Hon Audrey EU’s
motion as amended by Hon WONG Kwok-hing and Hon Howard YOUNG
proposed.
Hon Albert HO moved the following amendment to Dr Hon KWOK Kaki’s amendment:
To
add
“one
of”
after
“protection
of
monuments
and
preservation of cultural environment, etc”; and to delete
“principle” after “the overriding” and substitute with
“principles”.
Question on Hon Albert HO’s amendment to Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki’s
amendment proposed and put.
Hon Howard YOUNG claimed a division.
The President then
ordered the Council to proceed to a division under Rule 47(1)
of the Rules of Procedure.
The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 24 were present, 10 were in favour
of the amendment, seven against it and seven abstained; while
among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 23 were present, 15 were in favour
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record in Appendix I.) Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
declared that the amendment was negatived.
Hon Miriam
notice:

LAU

rose

to

move

the

following

motion

without

That in the event of further divisions in relation to the
motion on “Policy on conservation of monuments” or amendments
thereto, the Council do proceed to each of such divisions
after the division bell has been rung for one minute.
Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.
Question on Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki’s amendment to Hon Audrey EU’s
motion as amended by Hon WONG Kwok-hing and Hon Howard YOUNG
put.
Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki claimed a division.
The President then
ordered the Council to proceed to a division under Rule 49(5)
of the Rules of Procedure.
The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, eight were in
favour of the amendment, 10 against it and seven abstained;
while
among
the
Members
returned
by
geographical
constituencies through direct elections, 24 were present, 10
were in favour of the amendment, eight against it and five
abstained. (Voting record in Appendix II.) Since the question
was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members
present,
she
declared
that
the
amendment
was
negatived.
As
Hon
WONG
Kwok-hing’s
amendment
as
amended
by
Hon Howard YOUNG had been agreed earlier, the President
granted leave for Hon CHOY So-yuk to revise the terms of her
amendment and explain them to the Council.
Hon CHOY So-yuk moved the following further amendment to
Hon Audrey EU’s motion as amended by Hon WONG Kwok-hing and
Hon Howard YOUNG, and explained the revised terms of her
amendment to the Council:
To add “; and (i) conduct a comprehensive and extensive
consultation on the built heritage conservation policy and
expeditiously formulate a proper built heritage conservation
policy, with the aim of striking a balance between heritage
conservation and urban development, so as to facilitate a
sustainable and balanced development of the community”
immediately before the full stop.
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motion as amended by Hon WONG Kwok-hing and Hon Howard YOUNG
proposed, put and agreed to.
As
Hon
WONG
Kwok-hing’s
amendment
as
amended
by
Hon Howard YOUNG and Hon CHOY So-yuk’s amendment had been
agreed, the President granted leave for Dr Hon YEUNG Sum to
revise the terms of his amendment and explain them to the
Council.
Dr Hon YEUNG Sum moved the following further amendment to
Hon Audrey EU’s motion as amended by Hon WONG Kwok-hing,
Hon Howard YOUNG and Hon CHOY So-yuk, and explained the
revised terms of his amendment to the Council:
To add “; and (j) apart from the existing Antiquities Advisory
Board, set up a statutory body on antiquities protection to
take charge of related consultation and protection work
(including compensation, land acquisition and conservation,
etc), and allow the statutory body to directly acquire and
operate any public or private monument items” immediately
before the full stop.
Question on Dr Hon YEUNG Sum’s amendment to Hon Audrey EU’s
motion as amended by Hon WONG Kwok-hing, Hon Howard YOUNG and
Hon CHOY So-yuk proposed and put.
Dr Hon YEUNG Sum claimed a division.
The President then
ordered the Council to proceed to a division under Rule 49(5)
of the Rules of Procedure.
The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, 10 were in favour
of the amendment, eight against it and seven abstained; while
among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections, 24 were present, 15 were in favour
of the amendment, two against it and six abstained. (Voting
record in Appendix III.) Since the question was not agreed by
a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
declared that the amendment was negatived.
Hon Audrey EU replied.
Question
on
Hon
Audrey
EU’s
motion
as
amended
by
Hon WONG Kwok-hing, Hon Howard YOUNG and Hon CHOY So-yuk put
and agreed to.
Retaining and supporting the development of
districts and bazaars with local characteristics

commercial

Hon Vincent FANG Kang moved the following motion and addressed
the Council:
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bazaars with local characteristics have been relocated due to
the redevelopment of old areas and hence have fallen into
decline, and the existence and development of many other
similar commercial districts and bazaars are also facing the
same threats, this Council urges the Government to:
(a)

retain the existing commercial districts and bazaars
with local characteristics at the town planning stage;

(b)

formulate special management rules and regulations to
balance the need to retain such commercial districts and
bazaars and that for urban development and environmental
hygiene; and

(c)

make reference to the practices of major cities in the
Mainland and overseas, such as Singapore’s Chinatown,
London’s Covent Garden and Shunde’s Old Town district,
and provide support and assistance through various
policy bureaux for the development of such distinctive
commercial districts and bazaars, so as to enhance their
vitality, promote the local business economy and ensure
that local characteristics are passed on.

While Hon Vincent FANG kang was addressing the Council, the
President left the chair at 6:09 pm temporarily and the
President’s Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair.
Question on Hon Vincent FANG Kang’s motion proposed.
The President’s Deputy stated that Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki and
Dr Hon YEUNG Sum would move amendments to the motion and that
Hon Albert HO would also move an amendment to Dr Hon KWOK Kaki’s amendment.
In accordance with the Rules of Procedure,
the motion and the amendments would be debated together in a
joint debate.
Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki, Dr Hon YEUNG Sum, Hon Albert HO and two
other Members spoke on the motion and the amendments.
Prof Hon Patrick LAU Sau-shing spoke on the motion and the
amendments. At 7:02 pm, while he was speaking, the President
resumed the chair.
12 more Members spoke on the motion and the amendments.
Hon Vincent FANG Kang spoke on the amendments.
The Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands spoke on the
motion and the amendments.
Dr
Hon
KWOK
Ka-ki
moved
the
Hon Vincent FANG Kang’s motion:

following

amendment

to
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relocated”; and to add “, with their integrity and in situ
development as principles, and involve the participation of
local residents and small traders in deciding the development
or renewal plans, so as to facilitate sustainable development
of the economy of the community” after “town planning stage”.
Question
on
Dr
Hon
KWOK
Ka-ki’s
Hon Vincent FANG Kang’s motion proposed.

amendment

to

Hon Albert HO moved the following amendment to Dr Hon KWOK Kaki’s amendment:
To delete “, and involve the participation of” after
“principles” and substitute with “as far as possible, and
allow”; to delete “small” after “local residents and” and
substitute with “affected”; and to delete “in deciding” after
“traders” and substitute with “to participate in”.
Question on Hon Albert HO’s amendment to Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki’s
amendment proposed, put and agreed to.
Question on Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki’s amendment, as amended by
Hon Albert HO, to Hon Vincent FANG Kang’s motion put and
agreed to.
As Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki’s amendment as amended by Hon Albert HO
had
been
agreed,
the
President
granted
leave
for
Dr Hon YEUNG Sum to revise the terms of his amendment and
explain them to the Council.
Dr Hon YEUNG Sum moved the following further amendment to
Hon Vincent FANG Kang’s motion as amended by Dr Hon KWOK Kaki’s and Hon Albert HO, and explained the revised terms of his
amendment to the Council:
To add “, and to enhance public consultation to allow greater
public
participation”
after
“facilitate
sustainable
development of the economy of the community”.
Question on Dr Hon YEUNG Sum’s amendment to Hon Vincent FANG
Kang’s
motion
as
amended
by
Dr
Hon
KWOK
Ka-ki
and
Hon Albert HO proposed, put and agreed to.
Hon Vincent FANG Kang replied.
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Dr Hon KWOK Ka-ki, Hon Albert HO and Dr Hon YEUNG Sum put and
agreed to.

Next Meeting
The President declared that the next meeting of the Council
would be held on 24 January 2007 at 11:00 am.
The Council was adjourned at 8:58 pm.

(Mrs Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai)
President
Council Chamber
Hong Kong

