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Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon CHEUNG Hok-ming (Oral Reply)

The bus fare adjustment mechanism, which allows fares to go upward and
downward, has been implemented for more than a year. The fare
concession initiatives of the franchised bus companies, however, impose a
restriction which requires a passenger to make a return trip on the same bus
route or route of the same group on the same day in order to be entitled to a
fare discount on the return trip.  In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council whether it knows:

@ the total number of passengers benefited from the above restrictive
fare concession initiatives since their implementation, and the top
and bottom 10 bus routes ranked according to the number of
passengers benefited from the initiatives; the aggregate amount of
fare discounts offered to passengers and the average amount of
fare discount enjoyed by each passenger, broken down by long,
medium and short distance bus routes; and

(b) if the actual number of passengers benefited from the bus fare
concession initiatives is substantively smaller than that originally
estimated; if so, whether the Government will consider asking the
franchised bus companies to withdraw the above restrictive fare
concession initiatives and replacing them with single-trip fare
concession initiatives which offer afare discount for each trip?



