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Air pollution: a major threat to the 
present and future health of Hong Kong

Sunday 1 August 2004Tuesday 4 January 2005

Photo: Edward Stokes; Hong Kong Conservation Photography Foundation 

Hong Kong is a beautiful cityHowever, sometimes less so…
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The heart and lungs are the most 
sensitive targets of pollutants

Pollutants cause inflammation and disease of 
the lungs, heart and blood vessel disease (heart 
attacks, strokes, bronchitis, pneumonia, COPD)
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Air Quality Standards: do they protect health?
Respiratory Admissions to HA Hospitals
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EFFECTS OF SULPHUR RESTRICTION:
LONG TERM TRENDS IN DEATHS
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3.5% increase in deaths per year
1.2% increase in deaths per year

Fuel restriction on sulphur

2.2% Reduction 
in deaths
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Reductions in heart & lung disease deaths
after sulphur restriction 1990

All causes Cardiovascular Respiratory
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Direct costs
Productivity losses

HK$ M Total: HK$19172MTotal: HK$2008M

Direct health costs & 
productivity loss avoided 

Intangible costs for 
pain & suffering
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