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INTRODUCTION

The Gowarnménl & commitled 1o resalving the problem of building neglecl. In ardar o
introduce @ long-term solution that is widely supported by the community, we have carrigd
out @ two-stage public consultation exercise on building managemant and mainienance,

The first-atage public consullation done in 2004 revealed the communily consensus thal
It s the owners' responsibility to property upkeep their buddings, incheding shouldering the
financial commiiment, and that mandatary building inspection should be introduced as a
practcable long-tarm solulion,

Premisad on this consensus, wa Bunched a second-stage public consultation in late 2005,
saaking the commumily's views cn the Implementation details of a proposed mandatory
building inspection scheme and proposed measures to enhance window salely,

‘We sel oul below our policy intention regarding the two schemeas. As a naxl slep, we will
commencs the legislative drafting exercise to take forward the bwe schemes by way of
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RESPONDING TO COMMUNITY VIEWS

The encouraging results of the second-stage consultation reaffirmed the communily’s
suppor for introducing 8 mandatory building inspection schame. The communily afSo
supportid that bullding ownens should be required to inspect and repair windows reguiary.
It s indeed heartening to see a growing building care cultune in the com munity,

We have faken on board the public's views ower the implementation details of the two
proposed schemes as far as pracicable withoul comprormising the standard of building
safety, and refined the propesed schames, n response to the views received, we -

1. have soliched the suppart of the Hong Kong Housing Socisty (HKHS ] 1o subsidize
eligibde owners on the cost af tha firs] mandalsry Duildng inspsction,

proposa 1o estend the cycle for mandatory bullding inspection from 7 years 1o 10
yaars 5o as o allow more fime for owners to prepare for and cary oul building
inspection and rectification works.

propose o adust e age of buildings i b subject ko mandstony window inspaction
from 5 years o above (o 10 vears or abme and the ingpection cycle from 3 years
I 5 years, [n order o minimize the burden on oswners.
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i propose to allow more qualified service providers 1o enhance owners' choics.

In summsary, under the proposed mandatory building Inspectlon scheme, cwners of
domestic (exduding those of 3 sloreys or kess), composite, and non-domestic privale building
agad 30 years or abowe will be required o appalnt a qualified inspecior to inspect hair
buildings every 10 years (by reference to the date when Buildings Dapariment [BDY) lasl
izgped the mandateny inspection notification to ownars) and carry oul the necessary
reciification works, At the inifisl launch of the proposed scheme, we intend [0 cover about
2,000 buildings annually.

Ag regarde the proposed mandatory window inspection scheme, owners of privaie
domestic (excapt thasa of 3 storays or less), composie
and non-domastic buildings aged 10 years or abone
will ba required bo inspect all windows, both in commeon
arcas and within private premises, fived and openable,
every 5§ years (by referance to the date when BD last
issued the inspeciion notificalion bo owners) and carry
out the necessary reclification warks,

Further details of these two proposed sciwmes ang
sel oul in Chaplers 3 and 4 of the Report an the Putlic
Canzullation on Mandatory Bullding Insgaction,

WHAT ARE THE SUPPORT MEASURES FOR OWNERS?

In discharging their duties under the two proposed schemes, eligible owners will enjoy
vanous assistance and support from HKHS, professional institutes and the Gosermmas,

at different siages:

Fre-Inspection

financial incentive (up to 53,000 per owners’ corporaton (OC)) and technical
pesistanca, incuding general legal advica if necessary for the formation of 005
[HEHZ)"

b lechnical advice on the appaintment of inspectors and contractors, including fhe
acruting of tender documents. (HEHS)

During Inspection/Rectification

& subsidy for eligible owners on the cosl

of the first mandatory building inspection
{about 80% target buildings will be @
aligibla). (HKHS)

technical guidance, and general legal H. P'”“ H Hu-mmt

advice If necessary, on matters relating
to the inspection and rectification of \\ =LA

buildings and windows. {HKHS) N H@]

technical advice, f necessary, on the SRR ¢ 0 A
It af rectification woarks specified by

Inspeciors. (HEHS)

{.  advisory fee levals on inspection and rectification works for referenca. {professional
nstiutes)

grants andior interest-free koans for carmying out redification works an bulldings

and windows, including -

+ grants of up bo 20% of the total cost of buiklng mairmenance Works in common
areas, capped al $3,000 per unit, (HEHS)

o

*{ ] danotas the party providing [he assislanoe
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* interast-fres lnans of up to 350,000 par wnit for intedior renovation of ndividwsl
flats, including window inspection. [HKHS)

* gligitle eldarhy owrers will ey a grant of up g0 510,000 per unil for fiat intariar
remvation works, (HKHS)

n. |oans (with a ceiling of 51 millicn per unit) o owners under the Building Safsty
Loan Scheme fo carry out mamtanance on buildings and windows. (BO)

Post-Rectification
subsidy for public Esbility insurance premium for common areas (up to 50% of
the annual premium, capped at 38,000 per annum, for 3 consacutive years) for
buildings which have complated maindenance undar the HEKHS' guidance and
assislance, [HRHS)

In addition, BO will ensure the proper regulation of service providers through the following
MEeRAsSUN2s:

1. create a separate regisker under the Buildings Ordinance and astablish a
Registralion Commitbas bo enseng he professional standard of buildng inspactons.

promulgate detailed guidelines on the requirements and standards for building
and window inspeciion and reclification.

o conduct detaiked audit checks on inspection reporis submilled by inspeciors,
Im the Initlal vears after the launch of the proposed scheme, about 30% of the
reporta recaived will be chacked,

. on the guality and standard of window installation, BD afready isswed tha latest
technical guidelines on window insfallalion and design in March 200G, 1t will
confinue to raview the relevant requirements. Separately, we will inbroduce the
propossd Minor Works Gontrol Syster to fhe Legsiative Coundl for conssderation.
The Minor Works Control System will help to improve the professional standard
of the coniraciors responsible for window installation,

We hope that with & comprehensive package of support measuras to assist ownars every
siep of the way, the proposad mandatory schemes will bacome a genuine driving forca
towards healthéer and more sustainable buildings in Hong Kang.

VOLUNTARY BUILDING CLASSIFICATION SCHEME

To givie posithve recognition to bulldings which are propery maintsined end well-managed,
the HKHE and related todies are working on a Yoluniary Building Classification Scheame
(VBCS). 'Wa intend to exampt buldings accredilad with good ralings undar the WBCS from

the proposed mandatory building inspechon scherme,

The standands and requirerments relating o bullding safely under the VBGS will be on par
willh, ar higher than, 1hose adopled in the proposed mandatory bullding mspection schems,
The assessors for the bullding safely part of the VBCS must be qualifed inspeciors under
the proposed mandatory building inssecticn schema.

WAY FORWARD

Backed by strong communily suppor, v will commeance the preparation for the necessany
legislation on the mandaloey schemes a full speed for submission bo the Legiskative Council.
Let us all work hand In hand 1o create a better living environmeant for ourselves and tha
generaians to come.




